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In Parables 
CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


14 interpretations of the parables of 
Jesus by a master preacher of our time. 
With reverence, insight and realistic 
understanding of their present-day mean- 
ing, Dr. Chappell explores Jesus’ stories 
about: The Friend at Midnight—The 
Hidden Treasure—The Laborers—The 
Unmerciful Servant—Counting the Cost— 
The Prodigal Son—The Elder Brother 
—The Wicked Husbandmen—The Sower 
—The Great Feast—The Wedding Gar- 
ment—The Good Samaritan—The Pounds 
—The Unjust Steward. 

$2 


Immortal 
Tidings in 
Mortal Hands 


ARTHUR J. MOORE 


Here is a trumpet call to the entire 
church for a renewed dedication to its 
great primary mission—the spreading of 
the Gospel into the whole world. Speak- 
ing to Christians everywhere, one of the 
great evangelical voices of our time re- 
minds us that we are the bearers of 
Christ’s immortal tidings—that His 
message of salvation has been entrusted 
to our mortal hands. 
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ernize it, liberalize it, or tone it down 
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REVERENCE AND SCHOLARSHIP 

Since I wrote you yesterday, the June 
Erernity has come to hand. I want to tell 
you how I agree with what you say about 
the new revision. Your article is scholarly 
and balanced. You have obviously read the 
book. We all deplore the clear inade- 
quacies and the occasional bias but that 
does not obscure the plain facts which you 
so cogently emphasize. Your article will be 
a useful corrective to both obscurantist 
opposition and liberal adulation. I share 
with you the loftiest view of the inspiration 
of the Bible, but our insistence on that 
doctrine will carry weight only when ex- 
pressed with reverence and scholarship. 

E. M. BriarKtocxk 

Auckland, New Zealand 


Dr. Blaiklock is a classical scholar of 
international repute, and is a professor in 
the Classics Department of University Col- 
lege, Auckland, New Zealand. This letter 
from him is, therefore, not only of interest, 
but of importance. Dr. Blaiklock is writing 
a commentary on 1 John (see p. 12) and 
is the author of occasional articles for 
ETERNITY (see p. 5). 


TEMPERING THE REACTION 

You have done fair-minded evangelical- 
ism a distinguished service in your publi- 
cation of “I Have Read the RSV.” 

Many of us hope that it will now 
contribute as well to a tempering of the 
emotional reaction that has beset conserva- 
tives in this matter. 


Tue Rev. Wm. H. JescHKeE 
St. Paul, Minn. 


TWO POINTS OF VIEW 

I wish to extend my sincere thankfulness 
for the gift of a year’s subscription to 
ETERNITY upon my graduation from sem- 
inary. I have read and have purchased 
from time to time your magazine and I 
enjoy its articles very much, I enjayed 
reading the July issue and I would like to 
express my appreciation of the great value 
of two of the articles. 

Since I was the only colored graduate 
from seminary, I was pleased with “Fer- 
ment in Africa” and was also very fond 
of the editorial called “The Most Segre- 
gated Hour.” How true it is that racial 
prejudice and segregation are sin—a deadly 
sin, and how true it is that it is grieving 
the Holy Spirit. The sad thing is that it 
exists so greatly in conservative and 
fundamental circles. The liberals, in spite 
of their humanistic and heretical theology, 
have done a lot to stop segregation. The 
Roman Catholics, in spite of their “works 
theology” and Maryolatry” have done a 
lot to break down segregation (e.g., the 
Bishop in North Carolina who merged a 
Negro and a white Catholic church and 
banned all segregation in his diocese, and 
the Negro priest whom Cardinal Spellman 
made a Bishop). 

This then is a challenge to conservative 
Protestants to wake up and live the 








Ralph L. Keiper 
Contributing Editor 
Eternity 
Professor, Philadelphia Bible Institute 


Speaking Engagements 


@ September 13—Chelten Avenue 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; 
September 14, 15, 16—Northeastern 


Bible Institute, Essex Fells, N. J.; Sep- 
tember 25, 26, 27—Grace Gospel 
Chapel, Carlisle, Penna. 











Gospel they preach. It is a challenge to 
Protestant churches in changing neighbor- 
hoods to accept Negroes into their con- 
gregations rather than to die out and be 
of no use to God or man, while the Cath- 
olic church in changing neighborhoods ac- 
cepts Negroes and grows instead of dies. 

Keep up the good work you are doing 
in ETERNITY. 

Tue Rev. Hucu A. McGuer, Jr. 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


I read with interest the editorials in the 
July issue of ETERNITY magazine and was 
deeply stirred when I reached the last one 
“The Most Segregated Hour.” 

I was raised in a Christian home and at 
an early age I accepted Christ as my 
Saviour. As an undergraduate at the Uni- 
versity of Delaware and as a graduate 
student at the University of Pennsylvania, 
I found that nothing can separate the true 
believer “from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” On the basis, 
therefore, of a faith which has stood even 
though severely tried at the hands of un- 
believing, skeptical intellectuals, I was 
smitten that a fellow Christian would dare 
to “wonder” at my understanding of Cal- 
vary and at my personal salvation just 
because I believe in racial segregation. 
I ask you sincerely if you have not con- 
fused the concepts of culture and religion 
in your thinking? I ask you if such an 
editorial is not just another thrust to fur- 
ther split an already sorely divided funda- 
mentalism? 

BarBARA Bartow 
Wilmington, Del. 


A VALUABLE PUBLICATION 

“The Word of Life Story” is a most 
excellent article on one of the greatest 
youth works in the world today. 

I wish to thank you for the very excel- 
lent article “The Failure of Evangelical- 
ism” in the May issue and the article by 
Dr. Barnhouse “I Have Read the RSV” 
in the June issue. 

In my humble opinion Eternity is the 
most valuable Christian publication today. 

Eart W. Muncie, M.D. 


Binghamton, N. Y. 
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TEARS 


"PHE tears are falling this summer from many 
a weary face in the refugee camps of Europe. 
Refugees in the tens of thousands have fled across 
the Iron Curtain frontier in recent weeks, leaving 
all their earthly possessions behind them. Having 
experienced the horrors of godless Communism, 
they have fled to the West with hardly a penny in 
their pockets, and all they have is upon their 
backs. Their tragic plight is not only economical 
and physical, but also 
moral and spiritual. 


In a refugee barrack 
in Germany, we came 
face to face with a wo- 
man of some 40 years. of 
age. As a result of a 
childhood disease, she 
was partially paralyzed 
in both legs. She was 
only able to walk with 
the aid of two sticks. She 
earned her living by sew- 
ing. Her one room was 
in such a bad condition 
that when it rained out- 
side, she had to place 
numerous pots and pans 
throughout the room to 
catch the raindrops. She 
had lost both of her par- 
ents in the last war and 
was all alone in the 
world. After we helped 
her with much needed 





IN SUMMER 


In West Berlin we met a father with nine 
motherless children. His wife had recently died 
and he had been four years without work. We 
handed over to him food and clothing parcels, and 
it thrilled us to see the tears of gladness come to 
his eyes. TEARS IN SUMMER—but this time, 
thank God, they were TEARS OF JOY. 


The European Evangelistic Crusade is working 
among these refugees in Europe today, bringing 
them physical relief and 
help, but above all, bring- 
ing them hope and salva- 
tion through the message 
of the Saviour’s love. The 
task is not an easy one 
and we would despair if 
we did not have faith in 
God and in the people of 
God. We cannot ignore 
their tears, and we know 
that our God is able to 
supply the physical and 
spiritual needs of these 
dear people living in such 
dire distress. We need 
your help in making this 
ministry possible. HELP 
US TO STEM THIS 
TIDE OF TEARS! 


We ask you to make 
this a matter of prayer. 
Your gifts, so urgently 
needed, will be used im- 
mediately in administer- 
-ing to the physical and 


food and clothing, we 
prayed with her and told 
her of the One Who 
would never leave her 
nor forsake her. 


This child is one of the many thousands of refu- 
gees in Europe this summer who knows the ex- 
perience of a broken heart and a tear-stained 
face. They have no place of their own to lay 
their heads. Will you not stretch out a helping 
hand to these needy ones? 


spiritual welfare of these 
needy refugees in Eu- 
rope. Please address all 
gifts and correspondence 
for this purpose to: 


In the same refugee camp we met another fam- 
ily from East Prussia, also the victims of tragic 
circumstances. The father and mother lived in a 
single room with their eight children. As a result 
of wounds suffered during the last war, the father 
was unemployed and the mother was ill with tu- 
berculosis. Utter desperation was written across 
their faces, and they admitted to us that they were 
frequently tempted to take their own lives. In the 
name of God’s people of America, we were able to 
step in at the right moment and fill the hands of 
this dear family with physical sustenance such as 
they had not experienced in years. 
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PLEASE CUT OFF HERE AND MAIL 


Dee ee 


(SAVE EUROPE’S REFUGEES) 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, Director for North America | 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 

811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa., U. S. A. | 
DEAR Sir: | 
With a glad and willing heart I enclose .................... 
to help meet the urgent need of Europe’s refugees, : 


assuring you of my prayers in this project of mercy. 
DI ic sctissscninsscccmsbskacenonscp ths ase acre aciacl tc dis Metso 
Street 00... l 











ETERNITY INTRODUCES 

One of the joys of an editor is the 
discovery of rising young men with 
something to say and the gifts to 
say it. I can remember the day 
when I first read the mimeographed 
ehureh bulletins of the Baptist 
Chureh of Weeksville, North Caro- 
lina, and wrote the young pastor for 
the source of his paragraphs only 
te learn that he had written them 
himself. That pastor was Vance 
Havner and we gave first publica- 
tion to his work. The same has been 
true for many others. Outstanding 
men from abroad have also found 
their first American audiences in 
these pages—Reginald Wallis, J. 
Sidlow Baxter, Godfrey Robinson, 
Stephen Winward, E. M. Blaiklock, 
and others. 

In this issue we are beginning the 
commentary on the Sunday school 
lessons by a young Baptist minister, 
Herbert H. Ehrenstein, pastor of a 
Philadelphia church whose audiences 
are pushing out the walls, and who, 
in addition to his platform ability 
as a speaker, has the gift of writing. 
We have published one or two ar- 
ticles by him in the past, but we are 
delighted to present him as one of 
our regular contributors. Months 
ago when he was given the assign- 
ment, we had lunch together. and 
talked of the labor that lies behind 
the presentation of such expository 
work. Here is a young man who has 
been willing to give himself to this 
labor, and we recommend that you 
profit by its fruit. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ September 1 through 5—Sandy Cove 
Bible Conference, North East, Md.; Sep- 
tember 6, 13, 20, 27—Tenth Presbyter- 
ian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; Sep- 
tember 7, 14, 21, 28—New York Bible 
Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; September 8 through 11— 
First Baptist Church, Saginaw, Michigan; 
September 15 through 18—Galt, Ont., 
Canada; September 22 through 25 incl. 
—Union Meeting, Central Baptist Church, 
London, Ont., Canada; September 29 
through October 2—Toronto, Canada. 
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THE FARMER and the parable 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 


Professor of Classics, Auckland University College, New Zealand, 
and author of To the Saints, a Commentary on 1 John (page 12). 


FFICIENT farming was as dire a necessity in the 

world of the New Testament as it is today. The 
world was, in fact, approaching one of its crises of 
starvation. The signs of famine multiply in the literature 
of the time. Italy was played out, and for all the might 
of Imperial Rome, teeming with her million people, and 
swollen with the wealth of the world, grass was growing 
in the streets of the little country towns, and farmland 
was running to weed and forest. Sicily was in similar 
decay. Greece was fast becoming an eroded treeless 
waste. The ravages of the Mediterranean goat, and the 
old folly of human greed and deforestation, were doing 
their evil work. Asia Minor was watching her harbors 
fill with silt from the treeless uplands. The marks of 
the old harbor-works of Ephesus are separated from the 
sea today by twenty miles of swamp. Even in New 
Testament times ships were avoiding her shoaling port. 
North Africa likewise was on its way to the desert. 
Cyrene, through whose arid ruins the Eighth Army 
passed in pursuit of Rommel, had been a crowded busy 
center of trade and culture. It was on its path to ruin 
two thousand years ago. 

In short, the prayer, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” was no idle one. It has become, in a world of 
plenty, a formal utterance. Perhaps in years not too far 
distant, if the ravaging and exploitation of this half- 
exhausted planet continues unabated, the old words 
may assume again the stern reality of meaning they first 
held when uttered by Jesus Christ. 


The Parable 

In such a day, when corn was a growing need, there 
was a sound and efficient farmer in Palestine, who found 
his way into a parable. Palestine was not a simple land 
to farm. The soil was hungry and infertile. Drought 
marred the climate. Industry and thought, however, 
built this man a firm prosperity. “The ground of a cer- 
tain rich man brought forth plentifully,” runs the story, 
“and he thought within himself saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits. . . . 
I will pull down my barns and build greater and there 
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.” 


It is not alleged that such well-being sprang from the 
acts of the speculator or the knave. No hire was, it 
seems, withheld from laboring men. The farmer did not 
corner the grain with Pharaoh’s and Joseph’s shrewd- 
ness. Apparently he did nothing but wring from a re- 
luctant soil the fair return of hard work and careful 
planning. And yet, putting him into a tale of warning, 
the kindliest lips of all time form of him a word of im- 
patient scorn. The story goes on: “And I will say to my 
soul, Soul thou hast much good laid up for thyself for 
many years. Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee. Then whose shall those things 
be?” 

Body and Soul 

Why? What fault was found in such a man? It is 
possible from the New Testament to deduce the reasons 
for such drastic condemnation. 

First, the man mistook his body for his soul. “Soul,” 
he said, addressing the immortal part of him, “take thine 
ease.” He meant, “body.” Therein lies the vast folly of 
multitudes and the world’s mighty discontent. 

If we were our body, the height of happiness would 
be a healthy stomach well filled, and the fact that such 
is simply not the case is a commonplace of human ex- 
perience. Literature is strewn with it: 


In his cool hall with haggard eyes 
The Roman noble lay, 
He drove abroad in furious guise 
Along the Appian Way. 
He made a feast, drank fierce and fast, 
And crowned his head with flowers; 
No easier nor no quicker passed 
The impracticable hours. 


The lines are echoes of poetry 2000 years old. “I have 
lived,” said Chesterfield in the same dull tone, “I have 
been behind the scenes. I have seen the dusty ropes by 
which the whole scene is managed. I am tired and I am 
sick.” And Byron: 
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My days are as the withered leaf, 
The flower and fruit of life are gone, 
The worm, the cancer, and the grief 
Are mine alone. 


These men made something of a cult of carnal living. 
The truth is patent, and we need not wander among the 
great to meet its eloquent expression. To be sated is 
not to be satisfied, and the emptiest head is too often 
forced to the conclusion that the problem of happiness 
is not solved by a bottle of beer, a portable radio, a sun- 
suit, and a cigarette. The mere indulging of the body 
leaves the mind a trifle bored, faintly uneasy, and es- 
sentially unsatisfied. The body, in the last analysis, is 
uncommonly like a machine with fixed limits to its per- 
formance, and rather easily damaged by overdriving. 
The man in the parable was undoubtedly a fool. 

One should pause perhaps to meet an objection. A 
writer on religion should court no illusions. The climate 
of today is not congenial to spiritual things. That is 
true, at any rate, of Europe, and those in the European 
tradition. It is not always true of the other continents, 
as Latourette, the historian of Christianity, has proved 
in his latest volume. 

A reader, therefore, today is not likely to take relig- 
ious assumptions for granted. Nor is religious language 
universally comprehensible. The papyri of Egypt have 
abundantly proved that the New Testament spoke the 
common and accepted language of ordinary people when 
its books first saw the light. The same cannot be said 
of the glorious but remote Elizabethan English of the 
Authorised Version. 

What then does the Christian mean by “the soul”? 

The surgeon’s knife does not find it. The living tissue 
may be cut, and the mechanisms of life laid bare with- 
out the discovery of the soul. 

This, however, is not the only approach, and we can- 
not face the implications of a denial based merely on 
that fact. 

A human being analyzed into his visible components 
would be, if chemistry had the last word: 

Enough water to fill a 10 gallon container. 
Enough fat for 7 bars of soap. 

Enough carbon for 9,000 lead pencils. 
Enough phosporous for 2,200 matchheads. 








Missionaries of the Methodist Church, landing in San Jose, 
Costa Rica, to attend the Presbyterian Language School there, 
had six hundred and sixty pounds of baggage, per person, 
and were charged hundreds of dollars for excess air baggage. 
But the Methodist Board of Foreign Missions properly paid 
up when the missionaries produced a letter from the Board 
saying that they were entitled to thirty kilos of free bag- 
gage, and that a kilo was 22 pounds. 


As a matter of fact a kilo is 2.2 pounds. The decimal point 
was very important. The Lord God has never misplaced a 
decimal point in His revelation to us, but He will live up to 
every word of His promises, and not one jot or tittle—some 
of them smaller than a decimal point—will be removed from 
His Word. 


6 God is lonely without you 


Enough iron for a three-inch nail. 

Enough lime to put two coats on a dog-kennel. 

Enough magnesium, sulphate, etc., to fill a matchbox. 
Combine these, and you will nevertheless not get an 
average man. Nor will you completely explain the miss- 
ing parts by recipes or formulas from geneticists and 
psychologists. 

Man is not the sum of his parts. Something eludes. 

That something is oddly more enduring than the body. 
David, King of Judah, has been dust for 3,000 years. 
We still sing his Psalms. And from all the ages the glory 
of thought survives the few fragments that once burned 
with the passion of it. 

The Christian answer is the only practical one. Man 
is a living soul, an immortal personality, destined to 
survive its vehicle. God alone can nourish that part 
of him. 

How? When the “impracticable hours” hang heavy 
make this experiment. Read Psalm 23 and ask if there 
is not a happiness beyond material things. Read the 
Corinthian epistle, 1:13, and ask if there is not a beauty 
there which makes us ugly. Read the first 16 verses of 
John 3, and ask whether there is not hidden in its 
cryptic language an experience to be coveted—that upon 
which the Christian looks as the veritable beginning of 
new life. 

Means and Ends 


The second fault of the man in the parable was allied 
to the first. 

He mistook a means for an end. 

“Life is more than food,” said Christ. 

“Eat, drink, and be merry,” said the farmer. 

That, of course, is often the reaction of a frustrated 
age in which men find themselves in the grip of power 
beyond their control. The writings of the time are full 
of the spirit. Misce bibe da mihi, runs one Roman epi- 
taph— “A cocktail, please, for you and me.” Another 
proclaims: ‘What I ate and drank I have with me. What 
I left I have lost.’ Contrast Wesley: ‘What I gave away 
I have still: what I kept I have lost.’ 

The purpose of life is not the mere maintenance of 
life, but service and the enjoyment of God. 

Had the shrewd farmer, who obviously knew nature 
well, watched his fields with seeing eye he might have 
observed certain principles woven in the sum of things. 

He might for instance have been impressed by the 
evident purpose in the universe. Walk on the New 
Zealand hills and the wool of stocking or trouser leg, 
or the hairs of the bare calf, are liable to be covered 
with tiny brown seed. The sedge known as uncinia is 
probably to blame. Place a seed under the microscope 
and it will be seen that the mechanism is exactly that 
of a fountain pen clip. The frail hook is strong enough 
to tear away the hair and thread to which it clings. 
Thus the plant secures its distribution. When the car- 
rier plucks it off, perhaps miles away from the parent 
plant, the sedge has succeeded in invading alien land. 
The sedge? Surely we dramatize the situation. No 
conscious purpose can live in that tiny piece of matter. 
And yet if a fountain pen clip is made with a clear 

(Continued on page 46) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


BAPTISTS SENTENCED 

Four leaders of the Baptist 
Chureh in Czechoslovakia have been 
sentenced to prison terms ranging 
from five to 18 years, according to 
a Czechoslovak news agency mes- 
sage. All pleaded guilty to charges 
of espionage, treason, and ‘‘foment- 
ing hatred of the popular-demo- 
cratic regime of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, under the 
guise of religious activity and under 
the direction of the World Baptist 
Union in the United States.’’ 

This confession, of course, has 
been induced by communist leaders 
with the methods that are now well 
known and that have proven so suc- 
cessful from their point of view in 
political cases. 


POLISH CATHOLICISM CURBED 

The Tablet, Roman Catholic Eng- 
lish newspaper, reports in its news 
from Poland that the most impor- 
tant Catholic publications of Poland 
have ceased publication. News re- 
ceived indicates that the editorial 
offices have been closed, files seized, 
and editorial staff arrested. 


NEW JAPANESE BIBLE 

Among the changes in post-war 
Japan is a basic alteration in the 
style of language used. The old, 
cherished ‘‘literary style’’ has been 
abandoned in schools and universi- 
ties, in government departments, 
and even by the Imperial family 
and in court circles; the ‘‘collo- 
quial’’ style has taken its place. The 
classical Japanese Bible has in con- 
sequence lost hold over young 
people. 

In 1951 the Japanese Bible So- 
ciety, with the help of the American 
and British Bible Societies, set up a 
Bible Revision Committee to trans- 
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late the Bible into the speech of the 
day. The Gospel of St. Mark has 
been published and the Four Gos- 
pels and Acts will follow this year. 
The Society hopes that the new ver- 
sion will set a standard of colloquial 
speech, which has not yet assumed 
a fixed form. 


HEBREW BIBLES 

Mr. J. Yoelson-Taffen, founder 
and secretary of the Society for 
Distributing the Holy Seriptures to 
the Jews, has stated that since the 
work began 30,000 copies of the 
Hebrew-English New Testament 
and 10,000 of the Hebrew-French 
New Testament had been received 
in Jewish homes in thirty-six dif- 
ferent countries. During recent 
years a remarkable change has taken 
place in the attitude of the Jews 
toward the New Testament. Whereas 
once they spurned it, they are now 
clamoring for it, and many, as the 
result of reading it, have found 
their Messiah and are rejoicing in 
His salvation. 


WYCLIF MSS 

The London Times reports a dis- 
covery which throws light on the 
development of the views of John 
Wyeclif. With the aid of ultra- 
violet light, the name of John 
Wyclif has been discovered on a 
manuscript from which it was 
erased more than 500 years ago 
after Wyclif’s writings were or- 
dered by the church to be destroyed. 
It is now proved that this manu- 
seript, which is in the Bodleian Li- 
brary at Oxford, and three others, 
belonging to two Oxford colleges, 
all formed part of a commentary on 
the Bible which Wyclif was not 
previously known to have written. 
It must have been written before 






1378, and in 1403 the Bodleian 
manuscript was produced by an 
Oxford stationer. It was in the 
possession of the monks of Bury 
St. Edmunds, who used it until the 
sixteenth century and _ probably 
made the erasure to avoid having to 
destroy it. 


FREEDOM IN YUGOSLAVIA 

The new law governing the rela- 
tions of church and state in Yugo- 
slavia has been approved. Article I 
guarantees freedom of conscience 
and freedom of religious beliefs to 
citizens of the Federal People’s Re- 
public. Some other provisions of 
the law are quoted as follows: 


Article 2. Citizens can found reli- 
gious communities whose activity 
is not in contradiction to the 
Constitution and the laws. All re- 
ligions enjoy equal rights, and all 
religious communities have the 
same legal status... . 


Article 4. The school is separated 
from the Church... . 


Article 5. The misuse of religious 
functions, religious instruction, 
religious publications, religious 
rites, and other expressions of re- 
ligious sentiments for political 
purposes is forbidden. The provo- 
cation or inciting of religious in- 
tolerance, hatred, or dissension is 
forbidden. Interference with re- 
ligious meetings, religious instruc- 
tions, religious rites, or other ex- 
pressions of religious sentiments 
is forbidden. 


Article 6. No one can be forced in 
any way to become a member of a 
religious society, to remain a mem- 
ber of such a society, or to with- 
draw from it.... 

(Continued on page 33) 
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oving ts not simple 


66" P.HESE things I command you, that ye love one 

another” (John 15:17). Most of us hurry on and 
leave that sentence unexplored, but it should arrest us 
by its very grammar. As object of the sentence our 
Lord employs a plural noun—“these things.” Yet, if, 
like students, we bring out our notebooks to take down 
the items, one, two, three, we find to our surprise that 
the demand Christ makes appears to be only singular. 
“Love one another” seems to be His only command 
within the passage. Why then did He introduce it with 
a plural noun: “these things”? 

Yet our Lord is right, even on the issue of arithmetic 
or grammar, and our slow-witted minds are wrong. 
Life, says our Saviour, is a great and very complex 
thing, and loving never will be simple. Love does not 
claim one thing alone, but this, and this, and this, and 
that, and then some more. 

The Divine mind incarnate summed up the first four 
of the commandments in the one command, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart” and soul and 
mind and strength. And now again He is summing up 
the six commandments that have reference to other 
human beings when He says, “These things I command 
you, that ve love one another.” 

What looked like a mistake in grammar turns out to 
be the channel over which our Lord conveys to us His 
own deep insight into life. Love, He declares, will make 
a many-sided claim on us. 

Look at the young man and at the maiden in her 
bridal loveliness as they stand before the altar. That, 
you imagine, is a straightforward story. There was the 
outgoing of a girl’s heart to the man of her choice, and 
there was the bridegroom’s sense of rapture at her 
acceptance of him. But come on down through the 
years. Leaving behind the radiant happiness of cutting 
the wedding cake, come to that home after a grim 
accident has befallen the young bride’s loved one. 
Through anxious days and sleepless nights she fought 
the good fight of faith, until at last the doctor said her 
husband now was out of danger. With great relief they 
both looked back. But all their savings had gone. And 
then the children began to come. There never seemed 
to be a margin: every dollar was earmarked before it 
was earned. Buoyantly they held on their way, for 
who can despair when there are young and healthy 
children around? In the struggle, they felt sure that 
they were winning. And then the dreaded blow fell. 
The third child’s illness turned out to be polio. Life 


8 We can never have victory outside until we have it inside 


brings its buffetings. What love claims seemed a never- 
ending procession of testings and tasks, with times of 
agonizing doubts and fears. In the mercy of God, the 
polio victim made a recovery that far outstripped the 
doctor’s expectations. 

By this time, however, the children were at the 
adolescent stage, with all that high school means of 
fever and of restlessness. The years passed slowly, oh, 
so slowly, and what strange reserve a child can practice 
at the high school stage! Foreigners are not tantalizing, 
for you do not know their tongue, but when your 
children will not employ that common speech you 
reared them in, but stay remote and silent, hardly 
speaking a word that could unbare the heart, life for 
parents can be hard. Yes, at this stage, love must be 
very patient. But it takes a lot of loving to make a 
house a home. And the bride and bridegroom that we 
saw on their wedding day have come a long, long way 
since then. The acorn had become an oak. 

Loving is an activity so many-sided (thus our Saviour 
speaks) that you will only learn its bearings and its 
outreach as the years unfold. “Love one another”’— 
and I cannot put what that will mean in one trim, tidy 
package. These things I command you, that ye love one 
another.” So said the only One who knew love’s nature. 

* * * 

Not only does our Lord suggest that loving is a many- 
faceted activity with never-ending claims, but He sug- 
gests further that we must make a many-sided response. 

Most of us think of love as an emotion. Are there 
not all too many amongst us whose response to their 
Saviour is chiefly an emotional response? Here lies one 
of the weaknesses of our evangelicalism. What we need 
to discover and to teach is that Christ claims a response 
that brings in all our intelligence and likewise all our 
will. Our total nature is made for love, and love is 
very wise and very practical. It involves forethought 
and self-denial, or else its ecstasy is a coloured soap 
bubble that floats on the air and carries nothing. 

Orphaned of both parents at the age of three, and 
growing up through an unloved childhood, there went 
to Uganda as missionary a remarkable lady. Four 
strenuous years were spent in Africa, and this brilliant 
and artistic woman was discovered to have a cavity in 
one lung. It looked as though her life was under 
sentence of death, and her career at its close. Friends 
sent her for a year to Switzerland, and in one year 
more she was ready, not for the cemetery as the special- 
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ist had feared, but for her life’s work in training 
missionary candidates. For twenty-five years her life 
was spent in exploring that new commandment which 
Christ gave to His disciples, in which He made the 
momentous assertion: “By this shall all men know that 
ye are My disciples, if ye love one another.” 

Being a woman of great honesty of mind, and having 
unusual courage to face the facts, Florence Allshorn 
was appointed leader of a community whose grand 
experiment in living together was to prove a searching 
preparation for missionary life abroad. Personal rela- 
tionships showed up as the place where many exper- 
ienced perpetual defeat. “What we thought we were was 
a very different picture from what we found ourselves 
to be,” she wrote. And then she plainly stated what 
many fine Christian people have discovered far too late, 
when they were already on a mission station. “The 
scene as it presented itself to me was not so much that 
of a group of people possessing un-Christlike qualities, 
as of an arena in which devilish things in us fought 
against the things in us that were good and sane and 
sweet.” 

Where, we ask, is the world going to find evidence 
that we are Christ’s disciples if loving one another has 
to contend against these deep-rooted tendencies of 
pride and self-centeredness? All too often missionary 
candidates are “like people starting for the North Pole 
without even knowing that they need a warm coat.” 
Some of the buried things that came to light before the 
Holy Spirit’s searching gaze, as Florence Allshorn set 
them down, were these: our languid love for Christ, 
“a terrible self-defensiveness which clings on to what 
we loathe,” our instability—resulting from a “stupid 
helplessness” before our own feelings—yes, in short, the 
roots lie deep in “the emotional dishonesty which is part 
of the make-up of most human beings.” 

Such is the battleground, and these are the facts. 
And some of the very worst offenders are those who 
engage in the most spiritual talk. It must have been for 
this reason that our Saviour said that onlookers would 
be impressed and would come to glorify our Father 
Who is in Heaven not inasmuch as they hear our good 
words, but because they see our good works. It is upon 
the carrying of our love outward in deeds, on its prac- 
tical, intelligent, and volitional expression—that our 
Lord so often lays stress. 

Among earnest believers there is a certain shudder 
experienced when a man is named and some one adds 


concerning him the terrifying fact that he is an atheist. 
Similarly in our time, one of the worst nightmarish 
epithets to apply to a rival is that of Communist. Some- 
times I long for a preacher like Alexander Whyte to 
come back and expose the sinfulness and plague of our 
own Christian hearts. He would say, as Paul has said, 
with all the lightning flashes at the Spirit’s command: 
“But my dear friends, each one of you is no whit less 
guilty than that crimson Communist and that cold- 
blooded atheist, for each one of you is an egotist, a 
deep-dyed egotist and child of hell.” 

Many-sided indeed is the response our Saviour claims 
from all our nature when He declares, “These things I 
command you, that ye love one another.” I do not 
marvel when I read of a woman on a mission station 
who wept all through the night after it was disclosed 
to her by the Spirit of God that her attitude and bear- 
ing towards her fellow-missionaries had been a denial 
of Christ just as shameful and heart-breaking as was 
Peter’s on the dark betrayal night. 

There is no escaping the conviction that emotion alone 
is a poor response to Christ. Emotion alone has been 
responsible for more of chaos and dispeace amongst 
the saints than all the errors of the liberals. The hydra- 
headed monster in our midst is pride and lethargy and 
many other things at once, but back of all that horrid 
brood of sins there surely stands that frightful sin, our 
“emotional dishonesty.” 

* * + 

Baffled, perplexed, and almost in despair, we ask 
where lies the remedy. It needs therefore to be men- 
tioned that love is many-sided in its ministry. God’s 
love is all that, and God’s love can never fail nor be 
discouraged. 

Dying to self? Yes, we have mouthed the phrase, but 
from this missionary lady, bred in a different tradition 
from ourselves, we have looked into an abyss that lies 
within our own complacent heart, and we have almost 
felt the lash of our Saviour’s condemnation—“Hypo- 
crites!” The only thing that now sustains us is that 
word from Scripture which declares that “there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus who walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit.” What can it mean? And is there hope for us? 

We turn back to the scene of the feet-washing, and 
to the Saviour’s words, “Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you.” Love is exacting, 
love’s demands are high. How then can our Lord be 
still hopeful concerning folks like us? The answer and 
the secret lie farther back in God. On God first love 
made its high demands. “God so loved the world that 
He gave,” and when God gave, He emptied Heaven. A 
complex and a many-sided thing is the love of the 
Trinity. Yes, even from the Godhead love did not ask 
merely one thing. God loved, so God gave all. That 
forms the background to the new commandment that 

( Canteens on page 46) 
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CHURCHILL’S MEMOIRS 


The Hinge of Fate 





Notes by DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


HE Memoirs written by Britain’s Prime Minister 

constitutes one of the most important documents of 
our generation, since they were written by a man with 
a keen idea of the importance of history. Even in the 
midst of world-shaking events he had every document 
duplicated and set up in type with the thought of the 
volumes which now stand as the inner record of events 
as they happened at the headquarters of their operation. 
Sir Winston Churchill was well described by Time as 
the “Man of the Half-Century.” This present article 
is in no sense a review, but as I have dealt with the 
earlier volumes of this series, so I present my comments 
on the fourth volume. The method has been to read 
the book as history, and to set down, in totally discon- 
nected fashion, comments on passages which brought 
to my mind spiritual truths. 


#¢¢¢ “The new year of the war, 1942, opened upon us 
in an entirely different shape for Britain. We were 
no longer alone . . . A fearful and bloody struggle lay 
before us and we could not forsee its course; but the 
end was sure. The Grand Alliance had now to face the 
onslaught of Japan. This had been long prepared, and 
fell upon the British and American fronts—if such 
they could be called—with cruel severity. At no moment 
could it be conceived that Japan would overcome the 
United States, but heavy forfeits had to be paid by 
them ... and by the British . . . and the hapless Dutch. 


“Britain and the United States had a long period of 
torturing defeats before them which could not affect 
the final issue but were hard for their peoples to endure. 
Britain was naked because our strength was absorbed 
elsewhere, and the Americans had scarcely begun to 
gather their almost limitless resources. To us in the 
British Isles it seemed that everything was growing 


worse, although on reflection we knew that the war was. 


won.” Thus in the spiritual realm the believer can look 
upon the struggles of life. We can see heavy conflict 
about us, but we know that we have been redeemed 
and brought onto the side of God. Great blows may 
fall upon us, but the victory is absolutely assured. The 
divine alliance has been made with us at the cross, and 
“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things” (Rom. 8:32). If faith will look at all the 


evidence and make its appraisal of the facts, then doubt 
can never triumph. Our battle is won before it is fought. 
The forces are clearly evident and the end is sure. 


#444 Peril seemed to face Australia with the advance 
of the Japanese through the Philippines, Singapore, the 
Dutch Indies, and almost to their shores. Yet in spite 
of this they did not unite. “It will always be deemed 
remarkable that in this deadly crisis, when, as it seemed 
to them and their professional advisers, destruction was 
at the very throat of the Australian Commonwealth, 
they did not all join together in a common effort. But 
such was their party phlegm and rigidity that local 
politics ruled unshaken. The Labour Government, with 
its majority of two, monopolised the whole executive 
power, and conscription even for home defence was 
banned.” And can we not see in this an analogy of the 
failure of evangelical Christians to unite? We are living 
in the darkest days of the world’s history. Russia is one 
of the great facts of our day, and the indifference of 
the masses on our side of the Iron Curtain is another 
appalling fact. Yet we find many, many Christians 
holding on to their little organizations, unwilling to 
unite with other true believers, jealous of their authority, 
wanting to be big frogs in their many little puddles 
instead of esteeming others better than themselves, and 
working in harmony for the common good. There is a 
time when division can be a deadly sin. 


#¢44 The Japanese had landed on the Malay penin- 
sula and Singapore was in danger. “In the result the 
main fighting strength of such an army as we had 
assigned to the defence of Singapore, and almost all the 
reinforcements sent after the Japanese declaration of 
war, were used up in gallant fighting on the peninsula, 
and when these had crossed the causeway to what 
should have been their supreme battleground their 
punch was gone. Here they rejoined the local garrison 
and the masses of base details which swelled our 
numbers though not our strength . .. The army which 
could fight the decisive struggle for Singapore . . . was 
dissipated before the Japanese attack began. It might 
be a hundred thousand men; but it was an army no 
more.” So it is with the church of Jesus Christ. It is not 
numbers that count but spiritual men who are empow- 
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ered by God and supplied by Him. Gideon learned the 
truth and dismissed the men of little spirit, and then 
the men who were not circumspect. God works some 
of His greatest victories with small numbers; but they 
must be cohesive and aware of true spiritual principles. 


#44 One of the most incredible facts of military 
history is the nature of the defense of Singapore. The 
greatest military and naval installations in the world 
caused that strong place to be called the Gibraltar of the 
East. But there was not one defense of the island on the 
northern, landward side. With incredible stupidity 
British military and naval architects had acted on the 
presupposition that the jungles were impenetrable and 
that an enemy could approach only from one side, from 
the sea. When the Japanese first landed up the Malay 
peninsula Churchill sent a telegram to “make sure about 
the landward defences, which hitherto I had taken for 
granted.” To his great shock Wavell replied, “ .. . Until 
quite recently all plans were based on repulsing sea- 
borne attacks on island .. . and little or nothing was 
done to construct defences on north side of island to 
prevent crossing Johore Straits, though arrangements 
have been made to blow up causeway. The fortress 
cannon of heaviest nature have all-round traverse, but 
their flat trajectory makes them unsuitable for counter- 
battery work. Could certainly not guarantee to domi- 
nate enemy siege batteries with them...” ; 
Churchill says, “I do not write this in any way to 
excuse myself. I ought to have known. My advisers 
ought to have known and I ought to have been told, 
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and I ought to have asked. The reason I had not asked’ 
about this matter, amid the thousands of questions I 
put, was that the possibility of Singapore having no 
landward defences no more entered into my mind than 
that of a battleship being launched without a bottom.” 

We Christians need the whole armor of God if we are 
to fight against the wiles of the Devil (Eph. 6:12). We 
must not anticipate that the attack will come in the 
place of our choosing, but rather in the place of the 
enemy’s choosing. Certainly, if we have left ourselves 
vulnerable, the attack will come against the point of 
vulnerability. A chain is no stronger than its weakest 
link. We are not protected if we trust in Christ for a 
large percentage of our defense and undertake to do 
the rest in our own strength. In the hymn, “Soldiers of 
Christ arise, And put your armor on,” there is the line, 
“Leave no unguarded place.” It is total commitment 
that our Lord demands. 


#¢4*¢ There are times in life when we must sacrifice 
something that is valuable in order to preserve some- 
thing that is vital. Churchill was faced with the soul- 
gripping decision of abandoning Singapore in order to 
save Burma or attempting to save Singapore and losing 
both Singapore and Burma. Especially heart-rending 
was the decision in view of the pressure being brought 
from Australia. From a military point of view the 18th 
Division, which was at sea, enroute to Singapore, should 
have been diverted to Burma. But Americans were 
resisting so stubbornly on Corregidor and Australia was 
so clamant that the Cabinet decided on sending the 
18th Division forward to its subsequent loss. In the 
Christian life there are decisions that must be made 
and they must be made without compromise. “If our 
heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart. If 
our heart condemn us not, then we have confidence 
toward God” (1 John 3: 20, 21). 


#444 As the events of 1942 grew blacker and blacker 
there were those who grumbled and murmured, and 
who wished to strike at Churchill for want of anything 
else to do. At least it would help their personal frus- 
trations. He faced Parliament in January for a vote of 
confidence. He sums up the situation: “I was well aware 
of the strength of my position. I could count on the 
good will of the people . . . I did not under-rate the 
broad, deep tide of national fidelity that bore me for- 
ward. The War Cabinet and the Chiefs of Staff showed 
me the highest loyalty. I was sure of myself...” Those 
are the factors that any leader in Christian work must 
have. A pastor must be sure of the love of his congre- 
gation, the loyalty of his officials, but most of all, he 
must be sure of himself. That sureness, of course, in 
spiritual matters is different from that which exists in 
political and military affairs. In spiritual matters.it must 
be a certainty that one. is in the center of the Lord’s 
will, with no sins that have not been dealt -with by the 
Lord’s grace; and then that there has been no laziness 
(Continued on page 43) sie 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 
CHAPTER Four 


VERSES ONE TO SIX 
Beloved, believe not every spirit 
but test the spirits whether they be of 
God, because many false prophets 
have come into the world. Recognize 
the Spirit of God by this: every spirit 
which confesses that Jesus is Christ 
come in the flesh is from God, and 
every spirit which does not confess 
that Jesus is Christ come in the flesh 
is not from God. This latter is the 
spirit of antichrist of whose coming 
you know and which is already in the 
world. You, my little children, belong 
to God, and you have prevailed over 
such people, for He who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 
They belong to the world; they talk 
its language and the world listens to 
them. You belong to God; he who 
knows God listens to us; he who does 
not belong to God does not listen to 
us. Thus we recognize the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of wandering. 


Paul’s teaching on “prophecy” 
might prove a useful commentary on 
this passage. It seems clear that, be- 
fore the New Testament with its full 
and final revelation was in the hands 
of the Church, truth was revealed by 
“prophecy” or inspired teaching. In 
modern usage the word “prophecy” 
means rather “foretelling the future,” 
and it undoubtedly often carries that 
meaning in the Bible. In the New 
Testament especially it also bears its 
second meaning, “telling forth,” and 
the Church unpossessed as yet of the 
complete body of divine truth, was 
dependent upon the men of insight 
who carried their fellow Christians to 
remoter depths of understanding. 

It is a fact of sad experience that 
evil counterfeits the good, and the 


12 Christianity is not a new leaf but a new life 


later chapters of the first epistle to 
the Corinthians reveal certain aspects 
of the problem prophecy presented. 
There were those who rashly, and 
those who viciously claimed the 
prophet’s inspiration, and by John’s 
day the latter group, as we have 
already seen, had become a menace. 
There were teachers of heresy, never 
truly Christian (2:19), who claimed to 
speak with divine authority. They 
were really pagan (4:5), and what 
they taught was pagan in its tone, 
and found acceptance, significantly, 
with the pagan world. They sought to 
“reinterpret” Christianity in a form 
the world would understand, and to 
this end stripped their message of the 
offending cross, and reduced the 
divine Christ to human stature. We 
are not without acquaintance with 
their spiritual descendants. 

When John wrote the letter we are 
studying at the close of what we may 
call the New Testament era, this 
group, as we noted, were in the pro- 
cess of separating themselves from the 
true Church. A century follows in 
which our documents are few in 
number and our knowledge scanty. 
Toward the end of the second century 
the evidence becomes plentiful again; 
the victory of which John spoke with 
such quiet confidence (4:4) is almost 
won. During the dimly lighted years 
of the second century it is not un- 
likely that the true faith fought with 
its back to the wall. John’s words of 
warning, guidance, and encourage- 
ment with which the canon of the 
New Testament closed must have 
been on the lips of the faithful. 

Those words of warning, guidance, 
and encouragement are very relevant 
today, and these verses may profit- 
ably be read with alert attention. It is 
impossible to deny that there are 


spiritual influences loose in the world 
which do not emanate from God. 
Their power is sometimes vast, and 
Devilish, and too obviously evil for 
any Christian to doubt their source 
and nature. Often, as in the case of 
John’s own perverters of Christian 
truth, error comes in the guise of 
enlightenment arrayed for the decep- 
tion of the very elect. 

Such spirits we must “test.” “Be- 
loved,” says John as he said earlier 
(3:21) in tender care for those whom 
he knows and pities in their bewil- 
derment, “try the spirits.” He uses 
a word he uses nowhere else which 
suggests a good and hopeful aim, a 
proving, with the desire that the 
object proved may stand the test. The 
other New Testament word for “test- 
ing” or “proving,” the one found, for 
example, in such sinister contexts as 
Mark 8:11 and 10:2 suggests the hope 
that what is proved or tested will be 
found wanting. We are to “hope all 
things” and the optimism in the test 
contains the essence of Christian love. 

The basis of the test is none the less 
clear and firm—it is the full deity of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Anointed in flesh 
appearing. By this standard the 
Gnostic heresies of John’s day and a 
host of heresies today stand exposed 
and refuted. In verse three an inter- 
esting variant appears in the Latin 
Vulgate. It runs: “Every spirit which 
separates Jesus is not of God.” The 
verb, of course, would allude to the 
separation ef the Lord’s true deity and 
humanity and would refer -to the 
teaching of Cerinthus. We cannot, 
however, be guided by the aptness or 
suitability of a reading in our choice 
of a text. The assessment of MS evi- 
dence is almost a task of arithmetic 
and it is a bald fact that all the Greek 
texts are against the Latin reading: 
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We have already referred to the 
writings of John’s pupil, Polycarp, and 
the proof they contain that he knew 
this epistle. He makes a clear refer- 
ence to the text before us, and his 
reference supports the reading we 
have translated above. 

The section closes on the note of 
apostolic authority which was con- 
spicuous in the opening verses (1:1- 
4). No such tone can be adopted out- 
side the New Testament. Apostolic 
authority was not delegated. 


VERSES SEVEN TO TWELVE 

Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love belongs to God, and everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows 
God. The one who does not love has 
not come to know God for God is 
love. In this was the love of God re- 
vealed to us that God sent His only- 
begotten son into the world that we 
might live through Him. Love lies in 
this, not that we loved. God but that 
God Himself loved us, and sent His 
son to be an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us we 
too should love one another. No one 
has ever seen God, but if we love one 
another God abides in us and His love 
is made perfect in us. 

The movement of John’s theme has 
been likened to the proverbial wind- 
ings of the river Meander near which 
he lived. But like that same stream, 
for all its intricacy and turning on its 
course, it has beginning, progress, and 
safe exit to the sea. A little patience is 
sometimes needed to follow it, but no 
great literature, much less the Word 
of God, ever yielded its best to the 
hasty and impatient reader. 

The transition from verse six to 
verse seven may seem abrupt as if an 
unpleasant subject had been sum- 
marily dismissed, but the links are 
there for the finding. The power to 
love, no less than the faith which con- 
fesses Christ (2:12), mutually aid, 
and are both given by the Spirit of 
God. Again the antichristian spirit is 
selfish, exalts man, and divides the 
Church. 

Such a quest was the whole tenor 
of his ministry. St. Jerome’s story is 
well known: “Saint John the Evangel- 
ist, living in Ephesus in his extreme 
old age, when he was with difficulty 
carried into the church by his dis- 
ciples, had no strength for longer ex- 
hortation, but could only say: ‘Little 
children, love one another.’ At length, 
the disciples and brethren who were 
there, wearied by the repetition, said: 
‘Master, why do you always say this?’ 
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He replied in words worthy of him- 
self: ‘Because it is the Lord’s com- 
mand and if that alone is done, it 
suffices.’” It suffices, because God is 
love supremely, and only those who 
are partakers of the divine nature by 
faith can truly love. 

In verse eight John makes the third 
of his great pronouncements about 
God: “God is spirit” (John 4:24); 
“God is light” (1:5); and now, “God 
is love.” Of the three great truths the 
last is chief. It shows the Spirit to be 
personal, and it fills His glory with a 
warmth and life which brings it near 
to the heart of man. The idea has 
conquered the world, and colored 
non-Christian thinking. The savagery. 
the terror, the cruelty and caprice of 
pagan theologies have been banished. 
Indeed, a subtlety of temptation today 
lies in the attitude which presumes on 
the love of God and forgets God’s 
justice and stern condemnation of sin. 
Fitzgerald’s Omar touches the note in 
a quatrain from his vision of the Pot- 
ter’s Shop: The pots speak and: 


Said one—“Folks of a surly tapster 
tell, 

And daub his visage with the smoke 
of Hell; 

They talk of some strict testing of 
us—Ah! 

He’s a good fellow and ’twill all be 
well.” 


All of which is far removed from the 
mighty truth of John’s immortal sen- 
tence. The love of God is the love of 
Christ and when that is said all is 
said. 

It is wrong to state as some com- 
mentators do that the idea of God’s 
love was unknown in the Old Testa- 
ment. The love of father and husband 
appears in too many figures for any- 
one to believe that the Jew of the 
old dispensation had no inkling of 
the truth which became clear and 
glorious in Christ. But it is true that 
in the New Testament the love of 
God became the dominant theme, 
all-embracing, and complete. And in 
the New Testament as if for the las‘ 


and final emphasis, the closing words, 
stressed and restressed the idea. John | 
was closing the canon, and closing it 
characteristically. In no book of the 
New Testament does the noun “love” 
occur so often as in the two and a half 
chapters which open with chapter 
three, and in no book of the New 
Testament does the verb “love” occur 
half so many times as here. 

Read, finally, verse ten, and ponder 
the deepest truth in this passage. 
“Love lies in this not in our love for 
God, but in His love for us.” In the 
higher forms of Greek mysticism the 
notion of a God of love appears, but 
the God of those great minds, Plato 
and Aristotle, was not a God who 
bends in love to sacrifice and save. 
Rather He was the object of man’s 
love, the goal and aim of the upward 
striving of enlightened souls. And 
that love with which the seekers 
struggled upwards, urgent to win the 
vision glorious, was nothing more than 
the sublimated emotion of man’s 
human affection, of “eros.” The New 
Testament uses a different word, a 
word which in non-Biblical Greek 
was cool and colorless, but which 
Paul and John took and transformed, 
filling it with the loveliness which no 
philosopher had imagined, and firing 
it with a truth which man could 
apprehend only in the face of Christ, 
God’s Son, the divine in flesh appear- 
ing, the “atoning sacrifice” for human 
sin. Faced with the wonder of a God 
who loves us, how small is the de- 
mand that we love each other. The 
verb John uses in verse eleven liter- 
ally means “to owe.” “Beloved,” says 
John, using that address for the sixth 
and last time, “we owe a debt of love 
to one another.” “We owe the world,” 
says an old saying, “a debt of toler- 
ance.” Christianity goes farther than 
that. Love is tolerance in the right 
place, stripped of compromises with 
evil, active seeking, redolent of the 
Lord, the gift of Love, who came to 
minister. 

(To be continued) 





In Knoxville, Tenn., when the umpire called “Play 
ball” to start a game between the home team and 
nearby Morristown, no one moved, and the home 
team management, discovering that it was out of 
baseballs had to forfeit the game. There are many 
Christians who never really accomplish anything in 
life because they are out of the ingredient that 
makes true Christian living possible. They are all 
dressed up and standing around, they hear the order 
to go forward, but they do not proceed because they 
do not have the essential part of the Christian life: 
namely the willingness to obey. 


Do you know the Bible by memory, or by heart? 13 








EDITORIALS 


Increase of Power From God 
A New Series by The Editor 


Humanistic Approach Unscientific 


BREEDER REACTOR 


Another forward step in atomic 
research has been announced, and 
one that is of startling importance. 
The new process that has been dis- 
covered may also be used as a mag- 
nificent illustration of spiritual 
trath, and that is why we can spend 
some space here on what, otherwise, 
would be a purely physical phe- 
nemenon. 

In announcing the success of the 
breeder reactor at Arco, Idaho, 
Atomic Energy Commission Chair- 
man Gordon Dean asked his audi- 
ence to imagine that the world has 
only one hundred gallons of gaso- 
line but that when the gasoline is 
burned in the presence of water it 
turns some of the water into new 
gasoline. If the amount produced 
is less than the original stock, the 
world would soon run out of gaso- 
line. But if the amount is greater, 
the gasoline stock could grow big- 
ger and bigger until all the world’s 
water had been turned into fuel. 

Breeding atomic fuel works in 
somewhat the same way. Natural 
uranium contains only .7% of fis- 
sionable U-235. Nearly all the rest 
of it is non-fissionable U-238. But 
when U-235 fissions (splits in two) 
and produces heat, it also yields 
free neutrons. Some of these are 
needed to keep the reaction going; 
they make other U-235 atoms split. 
Some neutrons escape or are ab- 
sorbed by structural materials in the 
reactor. The rest of the neutrons 
enter the nuclei of U-238 atoms and 
make them turn into plutonium, 
which is just as fissionable as U-235 
and can be used as atomic fuel. 

The importance of this develop- 
ment can be realized when it is con- 
sidered that one pound of uranium 


14 Christ never abstained from preaching an unpopular doctrine, do you? 


Limits to Liberty 


has been equivalent to about 18,200 
Ibs. of coal, while under the new 
process the same pound of uranium 
would be equivalent to 2,600,000 Ibs. 
of coal. 

It is not difficult to see how im- 
portant this tremendous advance 
will be in the field of nuclear 
power. But believers should under- 
stand that here, indeed, is a great 
illustration of the principle of the 
increase of power from God. The 
Lord has organized the Christian 
life on the principle of the breeder 
reactor. He gives us the knowledge 
of His power in our lives in a small 
way and puts before us a small test. 
As soon as we use His power to 
overcome the difficulty that is in- 
volved in that test we discover that 
we have a larger knowledge of His 
power. With that knowledge comes a 
larger test, and then a larger deliv- 
erance and still larger knowledge. 
Thus as the spiral goes upward it 
is expanding at all times. Thus the 
path of the justified one is as a 
shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day (Prov. 
4:18). Thus God will never give us 
a test beyond our present knowledge 
of power (1 Cor. 10:13). And thus 
we will ever grow into His infinite 
self. 

THE INVISIBLE WAR 

The major work in the life of any 
writer is called his magnum opus. 
If the Editor is able to judge as to 
the most important work he has 
done, he would be inclined to be- 
lieve that it was his work on a book 
to be published under the title The 
Invisible War. 

Thousands of hours have been 
spent on the preparation of this 
work in the course of the last twenty 
years. Much of it has been deliv- 


ered as lectures in many cities. The 
book has not been completed. The 
reason for this latter fact is that 
the writer must be clear in his own 
mind on certain points and believes 
that it would take three or four 
months of his entire time, sixteen 
hours a day to the exclusion of all 
other work, to finish the book. In 
the providence of God so many 
other phases of activity have come 
into being that such time is not at 
present available. 

Nevertheless, the Editor believes 
that The Invisible War contains 
truths of such importance to the 
church at large that it should be 
published in its present form. Be- 
ginning therefore with the October 
issue, the work will be printed 
serially, the first installments will 
ultimately be the second chapter in 
the book because an introduction 
which exists only partially in the 
mind of the author has not yet been 
given final form for publication. 
Approximately eighteen chapters 
are completed for one year and a 
half. Therefore we will present 
this major work by the Editor and, 
when time permits, will present the 
last three or four chapters of the 
book which deal entirely with Bible 
prophecy. 

As publication proceeds, the read- 
ers will discover that The Invisible 
War covers the whole of the plan 
of God from the time of the crea- 
tion of Lucifer down through the 
fall of Lucifer and the consequent 
steps which God took in the light of 
the entrance of sin into the universe. 
The story of this invisible war is 
then traced through man’s creation, 
the entrance of sin into the human 
race, the conflict of the ages, the 
triumph of the cross of Christ and 
the ultimate manifestation of God’s 
final victory. 

All of this has been written down 
to the steps that begin with the 
second coming of Christ. The fail- 
ure to have concluded these chap- 
ters does not come from any doubt 
in the mind of the writer as to the 
course of the narrative. It is only 
that when the chapters are finally 
printed, they must contain a com- 
plete Biblical eschatology. We com- 
mit this work to serial publication 
without any guarantee whatsoever 
that the final chapters will be writ- 
ten any time in the foreseeable 
future. We do consider, however, 
that the eighteen chapters which 
are ready for the press are of such 
importance and value that they can 
be of great blessing and they are 
therefore presented at this time. 
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FREUD WITHOUT FREUD 

How many of Freud’s concepts of 
the formation and development of 
the human psyche can be abandoned 
without abandoning the rightful use 
of the term psychoanalysis? The 
scientists who have followed in the 
field have been abandoning, one by 
one, many of the basic concepts of 
the famed Austrian until today 
there is little left. 

Dr. W. Ronald D. Fairbairn, of 
the British Psychoanalytical Society, 
has been publishing papers in the 
learned journals of Britain which 
have been gathered into a volume 
entitled Psychoanalytic Studies of 
the Personality. These papers have 
excited no small comment and ap- 
proval in Britain. Yet Dr. Fair- 
bairn, in this volume, rejects nearly 
every one of Freud’s concepts: li- 
bido and the death instinct, the in- 
terpretation of dreams as wish-ful- 
fillments, the Oedipus conflict, the 
theory of zones, the attempted link 
between psychology and physiology, 
the concept of guilt, the super-ego 
as the surrogate of the Oedipus sit- 
uation are all either rejected com- 
pletely or so modified that, though 
the same terms may be used, the re- 
ferents are quite different. All that 
he retains of the original theories is 
the concept of introjection and the 
technique of therapy. 

The above summary, derived from 
a review of the book broadcast over 
the B.B.C., is an illustration of how 
theories in a given field may go from 
one extreme to another in the course 
of a few years. I am not competent 
to be the final judge in this technical 
field; but I do know that whenever 
studies in the field of the human 
soul are pursued without acceptance 
of the general norms set forth in the 
Word of God they will ultimately 
be abandoned. The only lasting 
thing in the material universe is the 
unchanging Book of the divine 
revelation. What is wrong with the 
psyche is not libido but original sin ; 
and the cause of most of the ‘‘com- 
plexes’’ that rise in men goes deeper 
than incidents in the babyhood of 
the individual, down rather to the 
inheritance of the Adamic nature. 
The cure begins with regeneration, 
and is carried forward in sanctifica- 
tion. 

This does not mean that there is 
no true place for psycho-somatic 
studies in medicine, for there is a 
large and growing field of proper 
researeh in this field. But it does 
mean that a humanistic approach to 
this problem—like a humanistic ap- 


proach to any problem—will ulti- . 


mately prove unscientific when mea- 
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sured by the ultimate science of 
plain truth. 


LIGHT FOR COBRAS 

Liberty is a wonderful thing, but 
there are limits to liberty. It must 
not be abused. I was talking recently 
with some missionaries who told me 
about a restriction of liberty which 
is quite necessary on their field. 

In America we are at liberty to 
walk around as we please; at night 
we can go out in the garden and 
enjoy the stars or the cool air of 
evening. On their missionary field 
no one is free to walk freely at 
night. They may not spend too much 
time looking at the stars, but must 
return their gaze to the ground and 
keep a flashlight on the path ahead 
of them. 

The reason for this restriction of 
liberty is that there are cobras 
which move at night. They come 
out of their hiding places and slip 
along the paths, and it would be as 
much as one’s life is worth to plant 
a foot on the body of a cobra. 

Someone might say, ‘‘But do I 
not have the right to walk freely, 
without carrying a light at night? 
May I not exercise my right to keep 
my eyes on the stars?’’ And the 
answer is that you really do not 
have the right to your own way in 
this matter. To insist on your rights 
would mean death. 

Thus it is in the Christian life. 
There are many restrictions that we 
voluntarily place upon ourselves; 
not because we are not free to do 
something, but because it is not ex- 
pedient to do so. ‘‘ All things are 
lawful,’’ says Paul, ‘‘but all things 
are not expedient.’’ Or, as Phillips 
puts it, ‘‘As a Christian I may do 
anything; but that does not mean 
that everything is good for me to 
do. I may do everything, but I must 
not be the slave of anything ... As 
I have said before, the Christian 
position is this: I may do anything, 
but everything is not useful. Yes, 
I may do anything, but everything 
is not constructive’ (1 Cor. 6:12; 
10:23). 

The believer who has understood 





HELP FOR KOREA 


President Eisenhower has made 
an appeal for financial help for the 
Korean people who have suffered 
under a cruel and devastating war. 

If you wish to give, and be as- 
sured that your gifts go 100% into 
Christian relief, whether for Korea 
or any other of the world’s needy 
areas, your gift can be sent to 
EVANGELICAL AID, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3. 











Let nothing silence your witness for Christ 


the Christian way will gladly carry 
the light in his hand, and will gladly 
take this limitation of his freedom 
that he may see the path that the ° 
Lord wishes him to follow, and avoid 
the cobras which the enemy will 
seek to put in his way. 


A GREAT SCHOOL 

Not many people realize the con- 
tribution to the Lord’s work made 
by a Christian school such as Stony 
Brook, now beginning its 32nd year. 
Since its founding, its headmaster, 
Frank E. Gaebelein, has proceeded 
on the assumption that such a school 
must be a missionary institution, as 
well as a thorough training school 
in the academic field. Scores of the 
sons of missionaries have received 
their preparatory education at Stony 
Brook at only a fraction of the usual 
cost. In such cases the parents name 
the amounts that they are able to 
pay and the balance, which is gen- 
erally a large one, is made up from 
the slender scholarship funds that 
are available. Many of these boys 
have gone back as missionaries and 
others have become useful and even 
distinguished citizens of this country. 

The visiting committee of the New 
York State Board of Regents, which 
included a Jesuit priest, probed the 
work of the school deeply, and gave 
it the highest academic rating that 
can be given to a preparatory school 
in the United States. The priest 
said that he would have been scepti- 
cal of the religious impact that a 
school could make but that his ques- 
tioning of senior boys showed, in 
every case, that there was a pro- 
found faith, solidly buttressed with 
scholarship. Graduates of Stony 
Brook have made excellent records 
at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and 
many others of the great universi- 
ties, and the school has prepared 
them without any compromise in its 
strong evangelical position. 

During the coming year there will 
be need for $35,000 to aid the sons 
of missionaries, ministers, and other 
parents of limited means. This is a 
large sum. There are many colleges 
of a much greater student body than 
Stony Brook which do not give as 
much annual aid as this. 

I have been on the Board of Di- 
rectors of Stony Brook for many 
years, and have accepted this re- 
sponsibility because I believe in 
Stony Brook and all that Frank 
Gaebelein is doing there. I have no 
hesitation in recommending gener- 
ous gifts to Stony Brook. Write to 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, Stony 
Brook, Long Island, New York, and 
please tell him that you saw this 
Editorial in ETERNITY. 
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MY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARTNERS 


By HAROLD VOELKEL 


The Rev. Harold Voelkel, who has been a missionary in 
Korea since about 1928, has been acting as a chaplain 
in the United States Army during the period of the 
Korean War, and has been assigned to the work of the 
Prisoners of War. He has been doing an outstanding 
jeb, and high praise has been given him by Generals 
of the Army, as well as by such men as Billy Graham 
and Bob Pierce who have watched him at work. He 
recently wrote a letter describing his relationships with 
several Roman Catholc priests, and | found this of such 
high interest that | pass it on here. 
D.G.B. 


OR some time I’ve been promising you a write-up 

of my Roman Catholic partners, priests with whom 
I've shared living quarters and with whom I have 
worked here in the POW Camps during these three 
years. Let me begin by saying that they are perfectly 
human like everyone else, and it required time for both 
of us to overcome prejudices and to establish a cor- 
diality. Not much time was to be wasted in under- 
standing one another, for a priest and I came together 
by air from Japan to Korea, and the secaqnd night found 
ourselves in a tiny tent with only litters, which had 
been scrounged from the medics, between us and the 
ground. Our only illumination was a faulty gasoline 
lamp whose miserable light encouraged us to turn in 
early, and it was while lying in the darkness that we 
had chats that brought mutual understanding, or shall 
I say misunderstanding. I must confess that in my zeal 
I hoped and prayed that I might be able to shed some 
Scriptural light into poor Pat Cleary’s soul, and I 
doubt not that Pat had been beseeching the Virgin 
Mary to open my blind Protestant eyes to the truth of 
Rome’s sole custodianship of Heaven’s keys. In what 
I thought was real diplomacy and consummate wisdom, 
I asked for information, just for information’s sake, 
about some practices of the church which I as a 
Protestant, would not be expected to understand. But 
Pat was in no mood for dispensing just information, 
I discovered, but while giving facts about his church 
added illustrations of faithless Protestants who denied 
or opposed the fundamentals of the faith. 

I thought it would improve our relations to stress in 
our conversations the things we both believed, the 
Lordship of Christ, the blood of the atonement, the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, but despite our mutual 
acceptance of these doctrines, he delighted in citing 


16 Missions are not a matter of sentiment, but of debt 


instances of well-known Protestants who rejected the 
deity of Christ, the vicarious atonement, etc. Whichever 
tack I took we seemed never able to conclude in agree- 
ment, and I decided therefore that it would be better 
not to get into doctrinal discussions. One time we did 
get going on the Assumption of Mary (it was about the 
time it was promulgated), and when in my most re- 
strained manner I quoted a few verses of Scripture to 
show that Mary was accorded no special prerogatives 
by Jesus, he blew up in an anger that convinced me 
the part of wisdom was to keep out of spiritual dis- 
cussions altogether. 

One night I suggested we pray together. “All right,” 
he said, “you pray first.” So I prayed and when I fin- 
ished he began in his deep resonant voice, “De pro- 
fundus clamavi ad te Domine.” Do you get it? I didn’t 
until I looked it up—Psalm 130:1. It was so obviously 
not pleasurable to the fellow I decided to call it quits, 
and attempt to have my life bear its own witness to the 
truth of the Gospel. 

Then came the day to go out to the Korean troops in 
the field, training for the battle of Seoul. The com- 
manding officer granted us time to speak to them, and 
Pat contented himself with asking if there were any 
Catholics, and if so that they come aside to meet him. 
Most of the time there were only two or three, whereas 
a goodly number of Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Holiness men raised their hands. While Pat went into 
a huddle with his handful, I taught all the rest a Gospel 
chorus and a verse of Scripture, and gave an appeal 
for an acceptance of Christ. Pat’s conference would 
not last long and he would then stand and wait for me 
to finish. Seeing the satisfaction it gave me to chal- 
lenge all for Christ, he told me frankly that he was not 
interested in the “pagans” (Catholic word for unbe- 
lievers), and wished only to see that the Catholics re- 
ceived the benefits of the church. 

It had been the idea of the staff chaplain that we go 
out together because of the lack of transportation, 
among other things, but gradually when the difference 
in our approach and objective became manifest and the 
transportation eased a bit, we were able to go along our 
separate paths. He was totally indifferent to the POW 
ministry. The idea of going out to the prison yard and 
rounding up a group to listen to him preach was some- 
thing he was not prepared for or interested in. The 
Catholics simply do not work that way. Their evange- 
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International News Photo 


Chaplain Harold Voelkel holds up an English version of the New 
Testament as North Korean POW’s display Korean translations of the 
Scriptures during church services in Korea. Of 12,000 in this camp, 
2400 profess to be Christians and have renounced Communism. 


lism is largely institutional, that is working through 
orphanages, hospitals, schools, and the like. Pat was 
not only not ready to give a Gospel message but he 
did not have the knowledge of Korean to present it. 
I am fully aware that my Korean is very ordinary, but 
poor as it is I am able to get people to know how to be 
saved. [Mr. Voelkel has been preaching in Korean for 
more than 20 years! Ed.]| All the priests I have had any 
contact with speak decidedly poor Korean, not because 
they are not able to learn it, but because they have no 
incentive for doing so. They say their mass in Latin, 
and do not have the responsibility of teaching in Bible 
Classes and Bible Institutes and preaching sermons the 
way we do, a duty that requires us to give time and 
strength continually in diligent language study. They 
have their scholars, of course, who do literary and 
translation work, the German Benedictines, who used 
to be in Wonsan. Those old fellows were profound, 
really first rate, but the rank and file of the American 
priests, at least those whom I met, make little or no 
attempt to gain an excellence in Korean. 

Another thing that impressed me about the priests is 
their lack of study. You may or may not know that a 
priest is expected to say mass daily, if not publicly be- 
fore a congregation, then privately. When I asked 
Cleary if he were “required” to say mass daily, he 
quietly rebuked me by replying that saying mass every 
day was one of the greatest privileges of his life. Say- 
ing mass privately usually takes half an hour, although 
I have seen it accomplished in ten minutes when the 
chapel was cold! Reading the breviary (Latin prayer 
book) takes fully an hour daily. My present roommate 
spends an hour and a half a day on it, I would esti- 
mate, but some Catholic chaplains pass up the breviary 
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entirely, for all'I am ‘able to discover 
from close observation. 

The point is, aside from the breviary, 
the five chaplains I have had intimate 
contacts with during these three years 
did almost no outside reading, cer- 
tainly no studying. For their “sermons” 
(five or ten minute talks they give at 
mass), they had series of prepared 
addresses sent them, “Fifty Talks on 
Church Doctrines,” “Fifty Talks on 
Special Days,” “Fifty Talks on Mir- 
acles,” “Fifty Talks on Parables,” all 
cut and dried. Come Thursday or Fri- 
day, my roommate would turn to the 
book that provided text outline, illus- 
trations, and conclusion. One larger 
volume had sermons for two years. Many of these talks, 
it can be said, would make acceptable sermons for 
Protestant pulpits, those dealing with the deity of 
Christ, the cross, the Holy Spirit, etc. In the intimacy 
of occupying the same room with priests during the 
past three years, I cannot remember any of them buying 
a book. Moreover, even though they are priests their 
reading is prescribed. For Christmas one year I re- 
ceived a beautiful leather-bound copy of Moffatt’s 
translation of the Bible, and it was such an attractive 
volume I took satisfaction in showing it around. A 
priest with a Ph.D. from a Rome University remarked, 
“You know we’re not supposed to read anything like 
this without special permission.” Interestingly enough 
he turned to the Song of Solomon to test the translation. 

Here again, however, I do not wish to give the im- 
pression that the priests are dummies. The idea is they 
have been through Seminary, have acquainted them- 
selves with the “truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth,” as they see it, and there is no intellec- 
tual challenge left, no curiosity to delve into new fields, 
or adventure into deeper depths. Their church papers 
and periodicals, as Paul Blanchard in “Communism, 
Democracy, and Catholic Power,” points out, are after 
the Communist pattern as far as style and attitude are 
concerned. The Catholic Church?—“Oh it’s wonderful! 
Everything about it, all the time, is glorious, ecstatic; 
all this over and over again in a saccharin-sweet 
monotony; whereas the Protestant “sects,” all of them 
are wrong, always wrong, completely wrong, willfully 
and criminally wrong, essentially evil, pitiable.” It 
isn’t any wonder so many Catholics don’t bother with 
their literature. 

One of the chaplains complained to me about the 
fellows passing up their weekly news-sheet, the Sunday 
Visitor, not stopping to take it from the table as they 
left mass on Sundays. It is this constant self-intoxica- 
tion with the divinity of the church organization, the 
finality of their neatly-packaged doctrine, and the 
(Continued on page 35) 
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Part 2 


The prophecy of Hosea falls into two main divisions. 
Part 1—chapters 1-3—gives the story of the unfaithful 
wife, the symbol of the idolatry of the nation in the 
sight of God. Part 2—chapters 4-14—is a denunciation 
of Israel for its sins. The prophecy is very much like 
a rope, and each strand of truth needs to be disen- 
tangled. It is also like a chord of music which is com- 
posed of, at least, four notes. There is the note of 
reproach: there is the note of reprisal and of punish- 
ment, which is bound to follow sin: there is the call to, 
and the voice of the faithful remnant among the people: 
and there is always the major, dominant, bright note of 
restoration, both individual and national. Let us seek 
to disentangle the strands of this rope by which the 
prophet sought to bind the people to the throne of God: 
and let us take each note of this wonderful chord of 
music, trusting that each note may find a responsive 
echo in our own hearts. 


CuHapters 4-14. 
Rejected Law and Its Consequences 

The prophet now denounces Israel. “The Lord has a 
quarrel with you” (4:1). Hosea indicts the people, the 
princes, and the priests: they are all one in this: they 
have rejected God’s law: they are all involved in the 
willful sin against light (4:6; 9:10). Right through the 
prophecy is to be found the figure of unfaithfulness to 
the covenant relationship, to the marriage vow: it is 
used throughout to emphasize the unspeakable char- 
acter of sin. To the prophet sin is always spiritual 
harlotry: it is always apostasy. “Ephraim is joined to 
idols” (4:17). Every evil, present and prospective, is 
identified with this unnamable sin of idolatry and 
spiritual harlotry. 

The greatest consequences of this rejected law on the 
part of the people, the princes, and the priests is to be 
seen, not in the calamities, not in the wars, not even in 
the captivity, but in the deteriorating character of the 
nation itself. It was as though the prophet had caught 
a vision of the fact that the wages of sin is sin: that the 
man who sins becomes sinful. “He that is filthy, let him 
be filthy still”—there is nothing else for him. Notice 
Hosea 6:4: “Your goodness is as a morning cloud, and 
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Tell your troubles to God, your joys to others 


as the early dew it goeth away.” All their resolves were 
unstable: there was not permanence in their emotions: 
their religious ardor was a transient phase that passed 
away as quickly as morning mist, or early dew. As the 
clouds of the morning pass from the face of the sky, 
so all their resolves end in nothing. “Israel is a cake 
not turned” (7:8). Israel was like a half-baked scone: 
intensely religious on the one side, and intensely 
secular on the other—and the two sides mutually 
contradictory. 

The nation was being ruined by its half-hearted 
policy, its half-hearted religion, and the fickleness and 
inconsistency of its national life. “Ephraim is also like 
a silly dove without heart” (7:11), fluttering hither 
and thither to avoid the enemy. She tries one refuge 
after another, but will not return to God. Expediency 
without principle: forsaking the clear, plain line of life 
which the will of God had always declared to them, and 
into which they aforetime pledged themselves. “Gray 
hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it 
not” (7:9). The prophet speaks of the whole nation as 
a man who had become prematurely gray. Premature 
decay had set in, but the nation did not recognize it, 
and took no steps, in-consequence, to arrest it. It was 
blinded by arrogance. “They are like a deceitful bow” 
(7:16). The figure of a bow which was utterly untrust- 
worthy, which broke in the hand of the man who used 
it, so that it became an occasion of danger to him, 
instead of a weapon of defense. They were utterly 
untrustworthy, and in their untrustworthiness wound- 
ing and injuring the cause they were ordained to serve. 
“Israel hath forgotten his maker, and buildeth temples” 
(8:14). Tremendously religious, but God-forgetful, 
using spurious, carnal substitutes for true worship and 
obedience: and the one is no substitute, in the sight of 
God, for the other. “The prophet is a fool: the spiritual 
man is mad” (9:7). The people had come to the place 
where they were blind to the truth. Their prophets 
could prophesy these things about them, and of them, 
and they declared “They are mad!” They had lost all 
power of apprehension and discernment. 

People sometimes speak of breaking the law of God. 
No nation, no individual, can break the law of God, but 
they can break themselves against it. The waves of the 
sea, breaking against the rock do not break the rock, 
they break themselves. And men who break the law 
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of God simply break themselves: their characters 
deteriorate, and they become such manner of men as 
the prophet Hosea declared that the people of Israel had 
become. 


Inevitable Judgment and Its Nature 

Inevitable judgment is to be found running right 
through this prophecy: inevitable judgment following 
on the heels of sin as night follows day. Sometimes it 
is war; sometimes it is destruction; sometimes it is 
captivity. What is the nature of this judgment? Hosea 
gives a series of illustrations. “Therefore will I be unto 
Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rot- 
tenness” (5:12). God’s chastisement shall be like a moth 
eating away a garment. A hidden process of destruc- 
tion; a moth fretting a garment into holes; rottenness 
eating itself into a fabric, or a building, and entirely 
destroying it. So there were to be those disintegrating 
processes going on which would mean the utter destruc- 
tion of the nation. In Hosea 5:14; 8:1; 13:7, 8, we have 
the figures of a roaring lion, a flying eagle, and a bear 
in her most savage mood. The prophet is seeking to 
point out to this people that they cannot sin with im- 
punity; that they cannot go into the country inhabited 
by wild beasts, and hope to escape attack; that they 
cannot break the law of God without bearing the pun- 
ishment of their wrong-doing. 

Then there are the prophecies concerning the coming 
captivity, the nation taken as a single man, into a far-off 
land (9:6, 17). The prophet says, in effect, to the people, 
“You shall be taken into a far country, and there you 
shall seek God, and there you shall find Him.” We 
recall here the verse in chapter 2 where God says: 
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into 
the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.” But 
the saddest thing of all is to be found in Hosea 5:6. 
“They shall go with their flocks and with their herds 
to seek the Lord: but they shall not find him: he hath 
withdrawn himself from them.” God withdraws Him- 
self from them because they have broken covenant 
with Him. 


Unrequited Love and Its Persistence 

Judgment is never God’s last word to a man, or to a 
nation. Love is God’s last word, even as it is His first. 
Every woe is directed, in the purpose of God, toward 
creating a consciousness of guilt, and a true under- 
standing of God’s character. And these are the factors 
of real repentance. A man can never be conscious of 
the nature of God, His love, His forgiveness, His pa- 
tience, and, at the same time,. be conscious of his own 
sin and guilt, without being prostrate before God in 
penitence and prayer. The prophet wants the people to 
understand that though they have sinned against God, 
He has not ceased to love them: that though their 
iniquities have separated them from Him, yet His own 
love has bridged the gulf, and seeks to minister to 
their salvation. 

The prophet seems to summon memory as a spur to 
faith. He reminds them of all that God has been to 
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them in the past (11:1-4). He reminds them of the 

greatness of the grace of God in the days that have 

gone, how He loved them, and drew them, and taught 
them. He seeks to stimulate their memories, and thus. 
to arouse them. “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?” 

(13:4). His love will not suffer Him to sever the bond 

which binds them to Him. “There is no Saviour beside 

me” (13:4). “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself: but 

in me is thine help” (13:9). “I will ransom them from 

the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: 

O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy 

destruction” (13:14). And, in addition, there is that 

wonderful 14th chapter so full of assurances of bless- 

ing, the most beautiful chapter, perhaps, in all the 

Minor Prophecies. There we have the final picture, the 

triumph of divine love. 


Loyal Faithfulness and Its Expression 

There was always a faithful remnant to be found 
even in the darkest days of Israel’s history, who waited 
for the consolation of Israel, who clung to the promises 
of God, and remained true to all the past experiences 
of His goodness. “Come and let us return unto the 
Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us: he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up” (6:1). Loyal faithful- 
ness identifies itself with the sin of the people. Loyal 
faithfulness confesses the sin of the whole race as its 
own personal sin. These few loyal, believing, humble 
souls have faith in the promises, and in the power of 
God: they can stand firm in face of all the opposition 
that comes upon them because of the great hope they 
have that God will be true to Himself. He will revive 
us, and “then shall we know if we follow on to know 
the Lord” (16:2, 3). Steadfastness, despite all the 
prevalent inducements and temptations to yield—that 
is the expression of faithfulness. “Ephraim compasseth 
me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: 
but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with 
the saints” (11:12). The two-fold relationship—toward 
God, and toward others. 

This is the message of Hosea to us today as, assuredly, 
it was in those far-off days. The rejecting of the law of 
God can never, even by grace, be overcome; it always 
has its personal consequences. The scar still remains, 
though God heals the disease. The consequence of sin 
still has to be borne and suffered, though God pardons 
the guilt. There stands out in this prophecy the inevi- 
table judgment on sin, yet with it all there is the gra- 
cious mercy of God, and the loyal faithfulness of those, 
who, in response to God’s love, take their stand with 
the minority. If we belong to that faithful remnant, 
that will be our attitude—loyalty toward God, bearing 
the sin of the people upon our hearts before Him. 
Notice how the prophecy closes: “Who is wise, and he 
shall understand these things” (14:9). It is a kind of 
postscript. May we learn by obedience and by submis- 
sion, the true meaning of this prophecy, and may we 
learn how true and living is the God of the Word, and 
the Word of God even today. Enp 
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in the book of Genesis 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


A MAN IN WHOM THE SPIRIT 
OF GOD IS (41:38) September 1 
This is the first time in the Bible that there is any 
mention of the Holy Spirit’s coming upon any man. 
Heretofore we have seen the Spirit only in the first 
chapter where He was brooding upon the face of the 
waters (1:2). It is a remarkable chain that is being 
forged beginning with this verse. We will find men 
filled with the Spirit of God for many operations and 
tasks. He will come upon men to give them the ability 
to sew the robes for the High Priest (Ex. 28:3). The 
Spirit of God will fill Uri and his helpers with wisdom 
and understanding and craftsmanship, to devise artistic 
designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, to cut stones 
for setting and to carve wood and work in every craft 
(Ex. 31:3-5). Here the Holy Spirit comes upon a 
Hebrew young man for the government of the greatest 
empire on the earth at that time. There is nothing you 
need do that the Spirit cannot equip you for. 
Lord, fill us with Thy Spirit. 


FOR AS MUCH AS GOD HAS SHEWED 
THEE ALL THIS (41:39) September 2 
Joseph’s advancement was directly traceable to God. 
He knew it himself, of course, but Pharaoh knew it 
also, and everyone else who knew the facts realized 
that supernatural knowledge had been given to a man. 
In spiritual matters this same knowledge should be 
known to the world. When the Lord God creates new 
life in us through Christ, we find that Christ has been 
made unto us wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30), and that we have 
the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). There will be those 
with whom we come in contact who, though not be- 
lievers in Christ, will be forced to recognize that we 
have a wisdom and a power which is not from our- 
selves, and they will thereby be forced to give glory 
to God. It was because of God that there was none so 
discreet and wise as Joseph, who, though only thirty 
at this time, now becomes ruler over all of Pharaoh’s 
house. 
Lord. show us all that Thou hast for us. 


RING ... FINE LINEN ... GOLD 
CHAIN ... CHARIOT (41:42,43) September 3 
There are perils in rising too high too fast, but the 
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Lord kept Joseph from them all. It was a vast change 
from what he had known that morning before he 
shaved. From the dirt of the dungeon to the rulership 
of Egypt in the course of a few hours. But God works 
like this in the lives of all who are translated from the 
kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of the Son of God’s 
love (Col. 1:13). Surely Joseph understood the thought 
of the Psalm that had not been written as yet: “He 
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established 
my goings (Psa. 40:2). And we have received the ring 
of assurance from the Lord who sealed us unto the day 
of redemption (Eph. 4:30), and we have received the 
fine linen of His righteousness (Rev. 19:8), the gold 
chain of His love (Song 4:9), and go forth in the infinite 
chariotry of His power (Psa. 68:17). 

Lord, we thank Thee for the accompaniment of redemption. 


ZAPHNATH—PAANEAH (41:45) September 4 
Whenever the Egyptians spoke of Joseph they had 
to use a name that honored his God. For Zaphnath— 
paaneah has been interpreted by some to mean “revealer 
of secret things.” The Lord alone knows the end from 
the beginning (Isa. 46:10), and He has announced that 
He will never do anything without revealing His secret 
to His servants the prophets (Amos 3:7). When we 
walk with the Lord we can have the peace of knowing 
the great outline of prophecy, and of having the Spirit 
speak to our hearts of the triumphs of God which are 
to come. He knows what is in the darkness (Dan. 2:22), 
for the darkness and the light are both alike to Him 
(Psa. 139:12). He knows the thoughts of man (Psa. 
94:11) and the secrets of the heart (Psa. 44:21). If we 
live close to Him, even the world will have to acknowl- 

edge it. 
Lord, reveal Thyself through us. 


ASENATH (41:45) September 5 

In later years God would command an absolute 
separation between Israel and the other nations that 
walked in darkness. But even then the leaders would 
marry Gentile women. For many of the leaders in Israel 
were types of the Lord Jesus Christ, and His bride is, 
for the most part, composed of Gentiles. Isaac and 
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Jacob married relatives, but they were from Devil- 
worshipping families as we see from the incident of 
Rachel’s stealing the idols. But Moses will marry the 
daughter of a heathen priest, while other women in the 
ancestral line of our Lord will include Rahab, the 
Philistine harlot, Ruth the Moabitess, and Bathsheba 
the Hittite. And you and I are called, we who were 
once aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers 
from the covenants of promise, Christless, hopeless, and 
Godless (Eph. 2:12). 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy far-reaching grace. 


ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT (41:46) September 6 
Joseph had learned the great lesson that the way 
up is down. Thirteen short years separated Joseph on 
the throne from Joseph a shepherd in the fields. God 
had highly exalted him. We cannot but think of the 
Lord Jesus who went from the depth of the cross to the 
height of the throne of God. “Him hath God exalted at 
His own right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour (Acts 
5:31), and “has given Him the Name that is above 
every name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee 
should bow” (Phil. 2:9, 10). In Him are all the treasures 
of God, and the day shall come when the famished 
earth shall find its supply in Him, even as now we who 
were once afar off are delighted to acknowledge the 
Lord Jesus and to bow before Him in gladness. 
5 Lord, we delight in the exalted Christ. 


MANASSEH (41:51) September 7 
Joseph’s first son was called “forgetting.” One of the 


most wonderful things in all the Bible is its teaching 
about memory and forgetfulness. We hear people say, 
“I can remember faces but I can’t remember names.” 
The truth of the Word reveals that God forgets all our 
sin, remembering it against us no more forever (Jer. 
31:34), but that He is not unrighteous to forget our 
work of faith and labor of love (Heb. 6:10). And it is 
possible for the Christian to enter into this same won- 
derful memory. We cast our burdens on the Lord and 
the weight of them is gone and soon the memory of 
them is gone also. There are many of us, saved in child- 
hood, who would be hard pressed to try to imagine 
ourselves other than in Christ or even to remember 
the time when we were in bondage. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the privilege of forgetting. 


EPHRAIM (41:52) September 8 
Joseph’s second son was called “fruitfulness.” The 


Lord does not save us in order that we may remain 
sterile and barren, but in order that we may become 
fruitful for Him. Fruitfulness is the normal course of 
the true child of God. We were saved that we might 
bring forth fruit (John 15:1), more fruit (15:2), much 
fruit (15:5), and fruit that remains (15:16). Fruitful- 
ness implies being well rooted, joined to the vine, well 
watered, our branches lifted into the light and air, 
pruned, cared for by the Master, and bringing forth 
that which is satisfying and delightful to His taste. The 
fruit that we bring forth for Him is the fruit of the 
Spirit within our lives—“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
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gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-control” 
(Gal. 5:22); and our witness in turn brings. forth fruit , 
in other souls that are brought to Him. 

Lord, make us fruitful for Thee. 


GO UNTO JOSEPH (41:55) September 9 

Just as the great king of Egypt told all comers to go 
to Joseph so the Lord God of Hosts gives answer to the 
whole universe: Go to Jesus. To every famished soul 
there is this command given: Go to Jesus. Are you 
aware that there is no bread? Go to the one who has 
said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). In Christ 
there is all fullness stored up. To Him shall all nations 
go for the bread of life, nor shall any be sent away 
empty. He is the one who has said, “Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). And 
those who come will receive “without money and -with- 
out price” (Isa. 55:1). How much we owe to God. for 
raising us up such a Saviour! And how much we owe 
to the Lord Jesus who has voluntarily taken up this 
office and who submitted to death and imprisonment in 
the grave as the appointed step to this glorious place 
of fulfillment. 

Lord, we bow the knee and receive our bread from Thee. 


WHAT HE SAITH TO YOU, 
DO (41:55) September 10 
These are the words of the king to those who came 
hungry to Joseph, and these are the words of God to 
all who come to Him for whatever there may be of 
need. And what will the Lord say to you when you 
come? He will ask you to acknowledge your hunger 
and see that all fuilness is in Him. He will ask you to 
turn away from the drought-ridden fields of earth and 
come to the storehouse of His supply. He wants to do all 
for you but He knows that it is good for you to come 
acknowledging that there is nothing in yourself and 
that all supply is in Him. “Wherefore will you spend 
money for that which is not bread?” (Isa. 55:2). This 
is the same command that Mary will give when the 
wine runs out (John 2:5). And if either the bread or 
the wine is lacking in your life, come to the Lord Jesus 
and do what He says; He will then give you all. 
Lord, give us grace to come and do. 


THE FAMINE WAS SORE IN 
ALL LANDS (41:57) September 11 
Is it possible for us to realize how sore the famine 
for the Lord of God is in all the world? Even those of 
us who have been privileged to travel the most and to 
see the sorest need cannot tell a fraction of the famine. 
If it were possible for us to see all the misery that there 
is in any given minute, the anguish of it would put us 
to death. If it were possible for us to behold all the 
tears that are shed on this earth in a given hour, it 
would come as a Niagara of sorrow. If we could hear 
all the sighs, the groans, and the cries of the prisoners, 
the downtrodden, the hungry, and the victims of sin— 
the noise of that tragedy in any given minute would be 
a swelling sound that would deafen us. But if we look 
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GOD'S SPOILED CHILDREN 





Beware lest any man spoil you . . . Col. 1:8 


A little child! Is there anything under the stars more 
beautiful? A little child, with all his wondering inno- 
cence, his exquisite simplicity, his delicious charm! 
Jesus took a little child and set him in the midst of His 
disciples, not to tell the little child that he must become 
like Peter and James and John, but to tell Peter and 
James and John that they must become like that little 
child. Except, He said, except ye become as this little 
child, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 

But a spoiled child! Is there anything under the sun 
more repulsive? A spoiled child with all his poutings 
and his simperings, his hectorings and his bullyings, his 
arrogance and his tantrums! A spoiled child, consumed 
by selfishness, is a spectacle for men and angels. A 
spoiled child is one of life’s consummate tragedies. He 
who spoils a little child is an outlaw against society. 

With a great fondness in his heart and a great fear 
at the back of his mind, Paul once wrote a very tender 
letter to his converts, his spiritual children. Beware, he 
says, lest any man spoil you! In his sight there is some- 
thing wonderfully beautiful about these men and women 
whom he has led to the feet of Jesus; and, with fatherly 
solicitude, he is intensely jealous concerning them. To 
him they are like precious but fragile vases that, once 
fractured, can never be repaired; they are like virgin 
snowflakes that, once soiled, can never recapture their 
pristine purity; they are like little children whose sweet- 
ness, once destroyed, can never be restored. Beware, he 
pleads, lest any man spoil you! It is a most affecting, 
most searching, most penetrating admonition. 

There are no people like the unspoiled people. Speak- 
ing generally, our literature contains two classes of men. 
There are the men whose works we admire without 
giving more than a passing thought to the writers them- 
selves; and there are the men who win our affection 
quite apart from our attachment to their works. To take, 
almost at random, the names of an Englishman, an Irish- 
man and a Scotsman, there are Charles Lamb, Thomas 
Moore, and Robert Burns. They are literature’s most 
lovable men; we like to think of them and to read of 
them and to talk of them; their very names stir a warmth 
in our hearts: but why? 
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They were all three of them unspoiled and unspoilable. 
Each knew heart-rending sorrows and crushing dis- 
appointments; each experienced moments of delirious 
exultation and rapturous triumph; yet each emerged 
from both ordeals unsoured and unspoiled. In the trough 
of adversity and on the crest of prosperity Charles Lamb 
was always Charles Lamb; he remained his modest, 
pathetic, whimsical self: nothing weakened his faith, 
impaired his humility, or affected his perfect poise. 

The haunting melodies that won for Thomas Moore 
so amazing a popularity are as enchanting as anything 
in the realm of poesy: but what of his letters to his 
mother? In one of them, written when all London was 
at his feet, he tells her that he is feeling a little tired of 
the drawing-rooms of duchesses, and would love to be 
sitting with her in a cozy little cabin enjoying a good 
old-fashioned dinner of salt fish and Irish stew! 

And everybody knows how, to the end of his days, 
Robert Burns was just Robert Burns—the same every- 
where and to everybody. Dr. Maclean Watt has told us 
that Sartor Resartus was inspired by Carlyle’s admira- 
tion for the way in which Burns would at any time 
excuse himself from the company of one of his aristo- 
cratic friends in Princes Street, Edinburgh, in order to 
shake hands with a ploughboy from Ayrshire whom 
they chanced to meet. 

Or, turning from history to fiction, and from one sex 
to the other, why is Lorna Doone recognized as one of 
the most engaging heroines of romance? From the first 
page to the last we have to take John Ridd’s word for 
it that she was indescribably beautiful and unutterably 
sweet; but the author never sets her before us in such 
a light that we behold her charms with our own eyes 
and feel our hearts capitulate to her loveliness. Yet she 
is dear to all of us. Why? 

When first John Ridd meets her, she is a little girl 
beside a babbling Devonshire stream, surrounded by a 
riot of primroses. When they meet again, years after- 
wards, she is still among the primroses, but she has 
ripened into a luscious young maidenhood. Perhaps 
discovering, with womanly instinct, that she has awak- 
ened a dangerous sensitiveness in John’s youthful breast, 
she reveals to him her origin. John learns to his horror 
that she is a child of the Doones—the most desperate 
and most dreaded brigands in the country. 


ETERNITY 
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“All around me,” she explains, “is violence and rob- 
bery, coarse delight and savage pain, reckless joke and 
hopeless death. There is none to lead me forward; there 
is none to teach me right; I live beneath a curse that 
lasts forever.” , 

Surely so sinister an environment must leave some 
hideous taint on her gentle and impressionable spirit! 
But did it? Every reader knows that Lorna was like a 
lily growing in a coalmine. Her corrupt surroundings 
utterly failed to defile her. She was unsullied, unsoiled, 
unspoiled. 

Later on, when John and Lorna are acknowledged 
lovers, Lorna discovers that in reality, she is not a 
Doone at all! She is the Lady Dugal, one of the loftiest 
ladies in the land! She is suddenly summoned to Lon- 
don, and, her beauty bewitching the court, she is com- 
pelled to spend her days among princesses and palaces. 
Poor John is almost distracted. To him she is lost in a 
golden haze; she has vanished in a blaze of splendor. 
He feels that she is hopelessly beyond his reach; how 
can he ever hope to possess her? At last, in sheer des- 
peration, unable any longer to endure the terrible strain, 
he sets out in search of her. 

I have no space in which to tell of John’s experiences 
in London. Let those who are so disposed read for 
themselves the sixty-seventh chapter of Blackmore’s 
stately romance. It must suffice for my present purpose 
to say that the chapter ends with a sound of kissing on 
the palace stairs; that John returns to Devonshire with 
his face shining like the sun; and that the chapter is 
entitled “Lorna is still Lorna.” That is the point. Lorna 
is forever Lorna. Therein lies the elusive secret of her 
resistless charm. She can be spoiled neither by the 
revolting atmosphere of the robber caves nor by the 
perfumed atmosphere of courts and castles. 

Obviously, then, the lovable children are the unspoiled 
children: the lovable people are the unspoiled people: 
the lovable Christians are the unspoiled Christians. 
Paul looks upon those Colossian converts of his with a 
jealous eye. He will, he says, warn every one of them 
and teach every one of them that he may present every 
one of them perfect in Christ Jesus. He is unwilling to 
lose even one. He must have his full hundred per cent. 
Not one must be spoiled. He will be depressed and dis- 
satisfied if one of these converts of his loses the sim- 
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We please God most when we recognize we are the least 


plicity of his first faith, the clarity of his first vision, the 
rapture of his first love. Beware, lest any man spoil you! 

A spoiled child is usually a petted and pampered child, 
a child that has known no correction or discipline: a 
child that has been too much sheltered and indulged: 
a child that has lost the spirit of a child. 

At blue-bell time in England there rush back to my 
mind visions of woods all carpeted with blue; streams 
fringed with blue; hills clothed in blue. On my study 
wall, so placed that my eye rests upon them whenever 
I lift it from my manuscript, are three colored pictures 
of English landscapes in blue-bell time. Is there any- 
thing in the world more enchanting? I have known 
Australians to visit England, and, fascinated by the 
beauty of the blue-bells, resolve that they will transfer 
the loveliness to their own land. “We will take the blue- 
bells back with us,” I have heard them ecstatically ex- 
claim, “and we will cover the slopes of Mount Dande- 
nong, and Mount Macedon, and Mount Martha!” But it 
all came to nothing. The blue-bells were planted and 
almost immediately perished. The Australian climate is 
no climate for them, they were spoiled by too much 
sunshine. 

These are the things that spoil men—Prosperity, Ad- 
versity, Monotony. Yes, monotony! It is a great achieve- 
ment to keep the faith simple and the heart sunny and 
the soul sweet when life goes on, year after year, at 
the same dead level. We tend to lose the romance of 
things: the glow fades: the rapture dies away. The 
great keywords of the everlasting gospel, the words that 
seemed stored with heavenly music when first they fell 
upon our ears, tend to become commonplace and almost 

(Continued on page 38) 








It was the first case tried in Stony Gulch, and the jury had 
been arguing for hours. When at last they struggled back, 
the foreman, a tall mountaineer, expressed the general 
opinion, “We don’t think he done it,” he drawled slowly, 
“for we allow he wa‘n't there. But we find him guilty ‘cause 
we think he would’ve done it if he’d had the chance.” That 
is nearer to divine justice than human justice generally gets, 
for under human law a man is never guilty until he has 
acted—a man is not a thief until he has stolen, is not a 
murderer until he has killed. But under divine law a man 
steals because he is a thief and kills because he is a mur- 
derer. Sin is primarily in the heart and only secondarily in 
the act. That is why you must admit that you are a sinner. 








The Triumph of the Believer 





The fifth of a series of studies by the Editor on 
the conflict in the Seventh Chapter of Romans. 


“So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25). 

Now whatever this text means, you may be sure that 
you are wrong if you think that there is the slightest 
encouragement to sin to be found in it, or if you think 
that the Holy Spirit has grown a bit careless and has let 
down the bars here to make it a little easier for you. 
This text does not mean that Saul is allowed periods 
of having his own way and that he can come back and 
hear a smug and pious Paul say, “It wasn’t Paul that 
did it; it was Saul.” Any attitude that condones sin is a 
Satan-taught attitude. Any thought that will take the 
punch out of true repentance is something that has risen 
out of the flesh, and must be resisted. In fact, any such 
thought is, in itself, a sin far worse than the outward 
act it seeks to protect. “Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness . . . ” and so on (Gal. 5:19). 

Taking these in the order in which God has given 
them to us, and connecting them with the text we are 
studying we have the following. Suppose that the Chris- 
tian does fall into one of these sins, and goes all the way 
to the act of adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivi- 
ousness, or any of the other sins in the list. Such an act 
is an outbreak of the flesh which came to maturity 
because the Christian did not avail himself of the power 
which God had provided, and because he did not enter 
into the way of escape which God had made so that he 
would be able to overcome temptation (1 Cor. 10:13). 
Such an act is a sin of the flesh; it is a terrible thing, 
and the Christian must fly to the Lord for the applica- 
tion of the cleansing principles of the Word of God, as 
set forth in God’s revelation. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

But if, at any time in the course of our thinking about 
the sin, either while knowing the remorse that should 
lead to true repentance, or during that repentance, or 
during the confession of the sin, or during our thoughts 
of retrospect which we may have about it, if, I say, at 
any time in any of this sequence we allow the thought 


24 Disconsolation is a sign of distrust 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


to come that we weren’t fully responsible because we 
have the Adamic nature within us, we have committed a 
spiritual sin far greater than the fleshly act which set our 
thinking in motion. David’s great Psalm of the universe 
ends with a remarkable pair of verses which cover this 
thought. “Keep back thy servant also from presumptu- 
ous sins; let them not have dominion over me: Then I 
shall be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great 
transgression. Let the words of my. mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 19:13, 
14). Now let us ask ourselves what a “presumptuous 
sin” is. The answer must be found in the reading of the 
whole of the Word of God and in the acceptance of its 
doctrine of the difference between a fleshly sin and a 
spiritual sin. 

It should be noted, first of all, that we are not separat- 
ing sins into any classification such as venial sins and 
mortal sins. Such an idea is medieval and Roman 
Catholic, but it has no relevance whatsoever to Biblical 
theology or Christian thought. There is no such thing 
as a “mortal” sin for a believer in Christ, if we under- 
stand “mortal” in the sense of that which would cause 
him to lose his eternal life. There is a sin unto death, 
but it is unto physical death (1 John 5: 16, 17). Itis a 
sin which can cause the Lord to intervene in the life of 
a Christian, make him physically weak and sickly, and 
finally bring about the death of his body, taking him 
home to Heaven in a state that is out of fellowship. This 
is described in the passage which tells us the meaning 
of the Communion service, and says of those who have 
taken it in an unworthy manner, “That is why many 
of you are weak and ill, and some have died” (1 Cor. 
11:30, RSV). Since the Lord Jesus Christ took the guilt 
of all of our sins in His death, there can be no other 
sin that is spiritually mortal, for that would mean that 
His death was not sufficient to cover all sin. 

To return, then, to the difference between a fleshly 
sin and a presumptuous sin. The disobedience of Adam 
and Eve in eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil was a fleshly sin, a deliberate act of 
disobedience. For Adam to seek to cast some of the 
blame back on God by saying, “The woman thou gav- 
est me... ” was a spiritual sin, of high presumption 
(Gen. 3:12). David’s prayer was answered and he was ~ 
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kept from the sin of presumption in the matter of his 
adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah. 
These acts were horrible outbreaks of fleshky sin, but 
when Nathan came to him in accusation he did not seek 
to mitigate his evil, but immediately said, “I have sinned 
against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13). 

In the matter of the chapter which we have been 
studying there is a great pitfall into which many Chris- 
tians have fallen. The flesh is always with us, and full 
provision has been made by God for its overcoming, by 
watchfulness and prayer (Mt. 26:41), and appropriation 
of the power provided for triumph. Any time the means 
which God has given to us are not used, and as a result 
there is an outbreak of the flesh, there must never be 
the slightest thought of condoning the outbreak on the 
ground that “old Saul” has surged to the forefront. It 
would be a fleshly sin to lie; it would be a spiritual sin 
to call it a white lie. It would be a fleshly sin to steal; 
it would be a spiritual sin to condone it on the ground 
that the person you stole from would not miss it. It 
would be a fleshly sin to gossip; it would be a spiritual 
sin to deny that it was gossip and call it by a lesser 
name. It would be a fleshly sin to overeat; it would be 
a spiritual sin to laugh about it and say there was no 
pleasanter way of going to Heaven. 

We can find many more examples in the Bible. It was 
a fleshly sin for the brothers of Dinah to be outraged at 
Shechem’s conduct towards her; it was a spiritual sin to 
use the covenant sign of circumcision as a means of lur- 
ing the men of the town to their death (Gen. 34:14, 15). 
It was a fleshly sin that some of the Jews in the days 
of Christ should have been greedy after money to the 
point of withholding full care of their own parents; it 
was a spiritual sin to say that they could not spend the 
money on their parents because it was earmarked for 
the Lord’s service (Mk. 7:9-12). And whenever I am 
setting forth a series of sins I am always afraid that my 
readers will await one that touches them, sitting in smug 
self-satisfaction as long as they are not touched. I will 
therefore add that it is a fleshly sin to do the thing which 
you know that you do, but which I have not mentioned; 
and it is a spiritual sin to be contented because the sin 
is not brought to light. 

Having established, then, what our text does not 
teach, let us look at. its positive teaching. “With the 
mind I myself serve the law of God.” That is to say, 
that the yielded believer who knows his position, joined 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, sets the course of his life 
toward the will of God. He is firmly determined that he 
wants to do the will of God. He steadfastly sets his hand 
to do the work of God, and his feet to walk in the path 
of God’s will. He surrenders his own will to the will of 
God. Thus it is that the true child of God is able to 
accomplish many things for the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
these things are accepted by the Lord even though they 
are not perfect in themselves. It is at this point that the 
operation of grace in our lives maintains us in our 
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activities for God. We are surrendered to Him, and we 
determine to do His will. We act, and the action is not 
perfect, but the perfect God looks at that action through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are accepted in the be- 
loved Saviour (Eph. 1:6). 

There are two verses in the Gospels which are in 
seeming contradiction to each other, but which can be 
understood in the light of this truth. We, as disciples, 
are told through the first disciples that when we have 
done our utmost and our best we should, nevertheless, 
say, “We are unprofitable servants at the best, what are 
we at our worst?” The answer to that should bring us 
very low before our Lord. But the Lord told us through 
His disciples, that the day would come when He would 
be able to say to many of His disciples, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of Thy 
Lord” (Mt. 25:21, 23). Many times I pondered the rela- 
tionship of these two verses. How would the Lord be 
able to say, “Well done thou good and faithful servant,” 
to one who, at the best, was an unprofitable servant? 
And then one day an incident took place in my own 
home which gave me the perfect answer to this seem- 
ing dilemma. 

In order to set forth the incident I must explain one 
of my methods of work. All magazines and papers that 
come to my desk are placed in a certain spot waiting 
the time of the month at which the deadline approaches 

(Continued on page 36) 















































A Hollywood photographer, whose clientele is mostly com- 
prised of comely young actresses, has an effective method of 
collecting overdue bills. With his bill he encloses an un- 
retouched proof of the customer and a request that he be 
permitted to display it in his window as a sample of his work. 
The delinquent young lady usually appears at the shop next 
day—with the money. The human heart is that way. God 
sees the unretouched soul of the Adamic nature but civiliza- 
tion has manufactured a set of spiritual cosmetics which paint 
out the flaws, curl the hair, reshape the face, and give an 
illusion of goodness where there is badness. The day will 
come when the unretouched soul will be displayed before 
the universe and sent to outer darkness—unliess that being 
has been put on the cross with Christ, who then becomes our 
beauty and the righteousness in which we stand before God. 


A praying man can never be a useless man 25 
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INTERNATIONAL 





LESSONS 





Beginning with this issue, the presentation of the Sunday 
School Lessons will be undertaken by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein, 
Pastor of the Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

This change has been made in accordance with the policy of 
the Editors to change the editorship of the lessons every two years. 
We are most grateful to Mr. Ackland for his faithful work during 
the past two years, and ask that you join us in prayer that the 
Lord will richly bless him and his ministry in every way. 





By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1953 
Counsel for Christians 
(2 Cor. 7:6, 7; 8:23a; Titus 1:1, 4; 
Titus 2:1—3:14) 
(Printed Text: Titus 2:7, 8; 3:1—11, 14) 
(Devotional Reading: Ps. 24:1-6) 


TITUS: A brief biographical sketch 

Titus was a Greek Christian, one of 
Paul’s close friends and, in all probability, 
converts. His name is not found in the 
Acts, but solely in 2 Corinthians, Gala- 
tians, 2 Timothy and Titus. Titus was 
included in the dispute over the matter 
of circumcision at the early church council 
(Acts 15); in fact, he was the “test case” 
of the occasion (Gal. 2). He was Paul’s 
messenger on at least two occasions to 
Corinth, to settle some of the church diffi- 
culties there. The second letter to Corinth 
was, as a matter of fact, delivered by Titus 
who had a love for the people of Corinth. 
The apostle Paul left Titus at Crete to 
look after the things of Christ on that 
island, until a replacement could be sent. 
Finally, as Paul faced the end of life in 
a Roman prison, Titus was once more 
available to be dispatched to Dalmatia for 
work there (2 Tim. 4:10). The references 
to Paul’s reliance on Titus indicate that 
the young man was an earnest Christian 
who sought to put to use his God-given 
faculties for the glory of Christ. 


DATE AND SETTING 

The epistle to Titus was written shortly 
after Paul had left his young disciple on 
the island of Crete to settle church diffi- 
culties. The aged apostle, nearing the close 
of his earthly life, wrote the letter to 
Titus, giving advice on the handling of 
certain situations which had arisen at 
Crete. The date was approximately 65 
A.D. 


The Exposition 


The Christian, obviously, 
is to so live and act and 
teach—whether by word of mouth or life 
lived—that no one can find anything wrong 
to say of him. Naturally, this is a most 
difficult task; in fact, we may say that 
“naturally” it is impossible. It is the super- 
natural power of the indwelling Christ 
whjch alone makes a child of God blameless. 
Paul, writing here to the younger Titus, 
cautioned him concerning all sorts of peo- 
ple with whom he would come into contact. 
It was no easy thing to be a “pattern 
(Greek, ‘type’) of good works” to all. 
Yet, the same responsibility is ours today— 
in school, work, home, wherever we may be. 


TITUS 2:7, 8 


Apparently, like some 
modern Christians, the peo- 
ple to whom Titus ministered thought that 
conversion to Christianity freed them from 
allegiance to civil authorities. Such was 
not the case, for while a Christian’s 
“citizenship” is, in reality, in Heaven 
(Phil. 3:20, Margin), he is still a member 
of earth’s community, and owes duty and 
allegiance to his country’s duly appointed 
officials. Consequently, Titus was in- 
structed to tell his charges not to be 
brazen but submissive. “Pay your taxes! 
Don’t try to beat the red light while driv- 
ing! Don’t argue! Obey the law!” Such 
commonplace things are a part of Chris- 
tianity. 


TITUS 3:1, 2 


Interestingly, Paul here 
urges a retrospective look. 
Such an “inventory-like” accounting is a 
good thing once in a while, to keep us in 
mind of what we once were and what we 
have become only through God’s grace. 
As you look over the list of factors in 
verse 3, ask yourself whether they have 


TITUS 3:3-7 





been true of you! Most of us, I think, 
would have to answer affirmatively. Some, 
I’m afraid, still follow the same pattern, 
even though professing saving faith in 
Christ. 

Verse 3 tells us what we once were, 
while the next verse describes God’s 
initial action—and let us remember! It is 
God who initiates the action in our salva- 
tion (1 John 4:10)! Verses 5 and 6 
plainly point out that we had nothing to 
do with it; it is “not by (our) works... 
but according to His mercy...” Verse 7 
then, indicates what we have in store for 
us, by His grace. How great is His plan 
of salvation! 1. What we were (v. 3); 
2. what God did about it (v. 4); 3. our 
passiveness (v. 5, 6)-; 4. our hope (v. 7)! 


But, there is more to the 
Christian Kfe than just step- 
ping over the line into life. Sanctification 
—a progressive life of holiness—is to fol- 
low. Hence, verse 8. It is important that 
the Christian be “conformed to the image 
of (God’s) Son” (Rom. 8:29). This is 
not something that occurs instantly; it is 
a slow, gradual process extending through- 
out life, and completed only when we are 
with Christ. 

But then, too, observe that Christians 
are to refrain from “splitting hairs” on 
non-essentials (v. 9). There is enough to 
be concerned with in living a godly life 
with the essential enthroning of the New 
Man, without giving our time to idle ques- 
tions of minor issues: e.g., “Where did 
Cain get his wife?”, “How long is the 
Old Testament Cubit?”, etc. Discussions 
and debates on speculative matters rarely 
serve to edify individuals or churches 
spiritually, but tend to inflate the ego of 
some. 


TITUS 3:8-11 


The usual outcome of such 
hair-splitting debates is illus- 
trated by this section of the text—a 
“heretick” is born. The Greek word for 
“heretic” here is one which means a 
schismatic person who seeks to break up 
the fellowship or unity of a church by his 
eccentric theological ideas. It is tragic 
how many splits have come in sound 
churches because some person, reading a 
pet theory into the Word of God, tried 
to force his ideas on the church with the 
consequent disrupting of the bond of fel- 
lowship. Paul must have sensed that Titus 
would run into such fellows at Crete, and 
he wrote this word of admonition which 
can well be observed today. Speak to the 
trouble-maker once, kindly; then a second 
time a bit more firmly. If he still persists 
in dogmatizing contrary to the Word of 
God, Paul says, “Reject him, knowing tat 
he . .. is subverted (Greek, ‘twisted,’ 
‘warped,’ ‘perverted’), and sinneth .. .” 


TITUS 3:10, 11 


Finally, another reference 
to the essentiality of good 
works for the Christian. Notice the way 
of designating the Christians—“ours” ; 
that is, those who belong to us, who are 
members of the household of faith. Let 
them practice what they profess “. .. for 


TITUS 3:14 
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necessary uses .. .” or for the downright 
practical things of life. Christianity is not 
a religion to be reserved for Sundays; it 
is a down-to-earth life to live seven days 
a week, 


FINAL Let us, as Christians, not 
COMMENT be afraid of an emphasis on 
good works. There is much too little of 
it in our churches to our detriment. Cer- 
tainly, we know that our salvation comes 
to us not because of our good works 
(Eph. 2:8, 9); yet we so often fail to 
understand that we need to “work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 
2:12). In the classroom, the teacher in- 
structs the class in the principles of mathe- 
matics. The pupil then has only to absorb 
the instruction. But there comes a time 
when that stored-up knowledge is put to 
the test. Examination day arrives, and the 
student must work out the problems with 
what he has had instilled into him. It is 
thus in our Christian lives. We play the 
passive part in the reception of God’s 
great gift of life; yet, there comes a time, 
subsequent to our conversion, when God 
expects us to put to work in daily living 
the life He has planted in us. “For, we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1953 
A Slave Becomes a Brother 
(Philemon) 

(Printed Text: Philemon 8—21) 
(Devotional Reading: Isaiah 61:1—3, 
10, 11) 

THE STORY 

Philemon was a wealthy member of the 
Colossian church, and Onesimus was one 
of his servants. It is quite likely that 
Philemon was converted through the 
ministry of Paul, possibly at Ephesus dur- 
ing one of Paul’s visits to that city. The 
servant Onesimus—whose name, incident- 
ally, means “helpful” or “profitable’—ran 
away from his master, apparently taking 
some of Philemon’s possessions with him. 
He headed for Rome in which metropolis 
he might easily lose himself and secure his 
escape. God willed it differently, however, 
and Onesimus—by divine providence—was 
brought into contact with Paul who was 
in Rome, imprisoned. It is possible that 
the servant remembered Paul who un- 
doubtedly was well known about the house- 
hold of Philemon. Under conviction of 
sin, the slave Onesimus told Paul the 
whole sordid story of his thievery and 
escape. It was not long before Onesimus, 
pointed to Christ by Paul, was rejoicing 
in his new-found faith. 

But, Christianity brings with it obliga- 
tions, as our last week’s lesson indicated. 
And so, Onesimus felt morally bound to 
return to his master, but was hesitant. 
What if Philemon would not believe the 
conversion story? Would Paul please 
write a little note to accompany him, prov- 
ing the conversion was real? Of course 
ke would! Result: this epistle to Phile- 
mon—a delightful personal note of appeal. 


SETTING AND DATE 


The letter was probably written from 
Rome during Paul’s first imprisonment, 
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somewhere between the years 59 and 61 
A.D. It is classed among the “Prison 
Fpistles” with Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Colossians. Subsequent to this time, Paul 
was released from prison, but finally im- 
prisoned again ina final incarceration which 
led to his execution. 


INTRODUCTION 

Philemon owned a rather large home 
in which the local Christian church met 
for worship (v. 2). We must remember, 
at this stage of Christianity, there were 
no church buildings as we know them now; 
the churches met in homes, oftentimes in 
secrecy to avoid persecution. There is 
much the same condition existing in Spain 
today, for instance, where evangelical 
Christians have no freedom of worship. 
As the epistle opens, we read of Apphia 
who was Philemon’s wife, and Archippus, 
probably their son (v. 2). Seemingly, 
Archippus held an important position in 
the church as preacher, evangelist, or 
reader (Col. 4:17). 

As Paul opened the letter (verses 4-7), 
he did so with the conventional greeting 
and—I feel confident—with a bit of clever 
psychology, designed to prepare Philemon 
for the situation at hand, with which our 
lesson deals. 


The Exposition 
It was within the right and 
privilege of Paul, as an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, to command 
Philemon to receive back his servant. Paul 
could have “pulled his rank,” so to speak 
(v. 8). But that sort of thing was dis- 
tasteful to Paul, and so, instead, he ap- 
pealed to Philemon as man-to-man—father- 
to-son—for “love’s sake,” to show mercy 
to the returning slave. 

Actually, of course, Philemon could have 
had Onesimus arrested on his return, and 
rightly so by all legal standards. After 
all, the slave had stolen and deserved 
punishment. But Paul indicated the one 
thing which changed the whole picture: 
“T have begotten (him) in my bonds...” 
(v. 10)—i.e., he has been born again 
through my ministry. When a person is 
born again, his past—however black—is 
wiped out, forgotten, forgiven, as far as 
God is concerned, though, if he have 
transgressed man’s laws, he must pay 
man’s penalty. But, in the sight of God, 
the Christian is justified—counted right- 
eous—and God remembers his sins against 
him no more (see Isa. 38:17; 43:25; 
44:22: Psa. 103:12). Thus, while Phile- 
mon could have taken his servant to law— 
legally—Paul sought to remind him that 
Onesimus was now a Christian like him- 
self. God had forgiven him; ought not 
Philemon do the same (see also, 1 Cor. 
6:1-6)? 


VERSES 11-14 Paul possibly anticipated 


VERSES 8-10 


an argument from the dis- [ 


gruntled Philemon: “Huh! That fellow 
Onesimus never was worth his salt! He 
proved it by running away. Now he comes 
back a ‘Christian’ and he’ll be worth even 
less. He'll always be reminding me that 
we're ‘brothers in Christ’. . .” It probably 
never would have occurred to Philemon 
that he might have been the reason for the 
running away of his servant; perhaps he 
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did not treat him well. At any rate, the 
apostle answered the unspoken argument 
in verse 11: “He may have been unprofit- 
able previously, but now he is serviceable, 
not only to you, but I'll take him if you 
don’t want him.” That remark would serve 
to raise Onesimus in his master’s estima- 
tion. “In fact,” said Paul, “I would have 
kept him (v. 13) but would not think of 
doing so without your permission” (v. 14). 


An interesting suggestion 
is presented here, in verse 
16: “. ..a brother . . . in the flesh and 
in the Lord.” It has been pointed out—and 
not without reason—that Onesimus may 
have been a blood-brother of Philemon, 
who, to pay his debts, worked for his mas- 
ter-brother as a slave, and seething with 
indignation at the shame involved, ran 
away.. Let it be said that most commenta- 
tors discard such an idea, though there is 
nothing in the text which would militate 
against it. But, regardless of whether you 
accept the view or not, the principal point 
is Paul’s request that Philemon welcome 
his servant back, not only as a slave, but 
as a brother in the Lord. Hence, the title 
of our lesson. 


VERSES 15, 16 


Possibly the most touching 
part of the lesson comes 
right at this point. I say “touching” be- 
cause not only does it furnish us with an 
intimate glimpse of Paul’s nature, but pre- 
sents us with a beautiful example of 
Christ’s love for sinful man. Philemon was 
urged to welcome his erstwhile disobedient 
servant back into his home in the same way 
he would have welcomed Paul himself, 
were he to have come. And, to go even 
further, the apostle offered to pay back 
anything which Onesimus had stolen, out 
of his own funds. More than that, Phile- 
mon could not expect. That would melt a 
heart of stone. 

The late Harry A. Ironside had a fa- 
mous sermon on this theme which has been 
published in magazines, tracts, and book 
form, and made into a motion picture as 
well. In it, Christ is presented as speaking 
these words to the Father in Heaven, con- 
cerning you and me, and every other sin- 
ner: “If he have wronged Thee, or oweth 
Thee anything, put that on My account... 
I will pay it .. .” And our Lord did pay— 
to the fullest—that debt for us. 


FINAL Many people feel that 
COMMENT there is no place for the so- 
called “personal letters’—Philemon, 2 and 
3 John, and Jude—in the canon of Scrip- 
ture; that they should have been excluded. 
Yet, what treasures of God’s grace we 
would lack! Indeed, the Holy Spirit knew 
what He was doing in leading the men of 
old to choose the books to be included in 
our Bible. For such a message as this in 
Philemon—while a personal letter—speaks 
directly to each of us. 
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FOURTH QUARTER 
BIBLE TEACHINGS FOR A BETTER WORLD 
OCTOBER 4, 1953 
God’s Plan for the World 
(Genesis 1; Isaiah 35; 42:5—9; 
Mark 1:14,15; Luke: 4:16—21) 
(John 3:16—18; Revelation 21:1—5) 
(Printed Text: Isaiah 42:5—9; 
Mark 1:14,15; Luke 4:16—21) 
Revelation 21:1—5) 
(Devotional Reading: Hebrews 2:1—9) 
INTRODUCTION 

The lessons in this quarter deal with the 
rather dubious theme of “a better world.” 
This subject can be greatly misunderstood 
if we are not carefully forewarned: in- 
deed, the Scripture passages chosen for 
study would seem almost to imply that man 
has some part in building such a better 
world. This is, in part, because they are 
taken out of their context and thus create 
a false impression. It may be well to re- 
peat here that you can prove almost any- 
thing through Bible texts removed from 
their context. It is still true that “a text, 
without its context, becomes a pretext.” 
Let us have no delusions about our part in 
building this future utopia. Man does not 
bring in the kingdom! Only the King has 
the power to do this! The proclamation 
of the Gospel will never convert the world ; 
it will, however, reach and change the lives 
of God’s elect who will become citizens of 
His Heavenly kingdom. 

However, our lessons, if presented in the 
light of the whole Bible teaching, will give 
us a great picture of God’s hand at work 
in history. We shall hear Him say again: 
“Remember the former things of old: for 
I am God and there is none other; I am 
God and there is none like me, declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will 
do all my pleasure .. .” (Isaiah 46:9, 10). 
DATES AND SETTINGS 

(1) Isaiah was one of the major pro- 
phets who ministered to the southern king- 
dom of Judah and particularly Jerusalem, 
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, about 740 to 701 B.C. The 
passage in our lesson falls within this 39- 
year period. 

(2) The passage in Mark’s Gospel, 
describing Jesus’ statement has its setting 
in Galilee at the outset of our Lord’s min- 
istry. 

(3) The message of John 3:16, 17 can 
also be dated sometime during Jesus’ early 
ministry, probably at Jerusalem. 

(4) The Revelation text deals with events 
which will take place in the timeless future 
and describes the consummation of all 
things. 

The Exposition 

BACKGROUND _ Had we the time and space, 

we really should give atten- 
tion to the Scripture passages not included 
in the “printed text” section. However, just 
this word to teachers of this lesson: the 
different texts chosen present a panoramic 
view of what God has brought, and is 
bringing, to pass through the ages. The 
passage of Genesis 1 tells of His creative 
handiwork—the perfection of the past. 
Reyelation 21 speaks of the glorious future 
when all sin shall have been banished. Even 
the accompanying Scripture portions of our 
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text join in the song of praise to God for 
His marvelous program of redemption. 
But, in order to realize the greatness of 
His work, we must see its glory against the 
dark background of sin. The teacher will 
do well to emphasize the idea of the origi- 
nal Paradise (Eden); Paradise lost 
through sin with its blight on mankind 
ever since; then, Paradise restored when 


| sin has been completely dealt with. 


This chapter, along with a 
number of others in Isaiah’s 
great book, is Messianic in character. The 
“servant” (v. 1) is none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Consequently, verses 
5-7 especially, are addresed to Him by the 
Father, Creator of the universe (v. 5). 
Observe the two things stated here, for 
which Christ was given to mankind (v. 6) : 
(1) a covenant to the people, #.e., the Jews; 
and (2) a light to the Gentiles. He was to 
bind the people of God close to Himself 
(the idea of a covenant), and “. . . to open 
the blind eyes .. .” (v. 7) of the unre- 
generate. How significantly these things 
were fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ 
the first time. The Gospel, as it was pro- 
claimed, reached deep into darkened hearts 
and brought light ahd freedom to those in 
the prison house of sin. Verse 9 is interest- 
ing for it seems that the Lord, speaking 
through Isaiah the prophet, calls attention 
to prophecies already fulfilled: “See,” He 
says, “the former things have happened 
just as I said. Now these are future events 
of which I speak.” 

MARK 1:14, 15 In order to understand this 

passage properly and others 
which deal with the same theme, let it here 
be said that there is a difference between 
“The Gospel of the kingdom” and “The 
Gospel of the grace of God.” The Gospel 
of the kingdom relates to the Jew alone; it 
is the message that the earthly, Messianic 
kingdom is coming. It was the proclamation 
of the king during His earthly ministry, 
and had His people welcomed Him in sin- 
cerity, the kingdom would then have un- 
doubtedly become established. But you 
know the story: they rejected Him, cruci- 
fied Him, and thus forfeited the kingdom 
at that time. The Bible teaches us again, 
however, that the Gospel of the kingdom 
will once more be proclaimed on earth, by 
God’s special messengers just prior to the 
King’s second advent (Mt. 24:14). The 
message will be the same: “The king and 
the kingdom are at hand! Repent and pre- 
mre... 2 

On the other hand, the Gospel of God’s 
grace (Acts 20:24) is quite different. It 
is the proclamation which goes forth today 
to Jew and Gentile alike; the ‘message 
which you believed and through which you 
received new life in Christ: the message 
that “Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners . . .” It is the preaching of the 
cross in this age of grace which const’tute; 
the Gospel of God’s grace, and in that 
sense it is different from the kingdom 
Gospel. 

JOHN 3:16, 17 So much has been spoken 

and written on this “Gospel 
in a Nutshell”—John 3:16—it seems super- 
fluous to add anything to the already vast 
collection. Suffice it to say that contained 
within this one verse is the basis of “the 


ISAIAH 42:5-9 





better world” our lessons speak of—faith 
in Jesus Christ. For a “better world” must 
have “better people,” and God is now tak- 
ing out of this present world a people for 
His name, to be citizens of the future 
world. The teacher has an excellent oppor- 
tunity right here of stressing the necessity 
of being born again. God does not take de- 
light in condemning people; His joy is in 
bringing redemption to those who put their 
trust in Christ. 


REVELATION It is interesting to hear 
21:1-5 the theories of scientists as 
to the ultimate destiny of the earth. Almost 
all are agreed that this planet of ours has 
its days numbered—that some sort of cata- 
clysm must result. Some feel that the fire- 
ball in the sky we call the sun will explode 
one day, and hurl flaming gaseous matter 
off into space, burning the earth to a cinder. 
Others hold the view that the sun will 
fade in its power and heating quality and 
our world will become a frozen mass un- 
able to sustain life. The apostle Peter 
(2 Pet. 3:10, 11) appears to favor the 
former view, but regardless of what shall 
happen, one thing is certain: there will be 
a new Heaven and a new earth. 

Our God is not doing things aimlessly ; 
He has purpose and design in all that takes 
place round about us. Paul once wrote: “I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us” 
(Rom. 8:18). Man can never right the 
wrong of sin which is so powerful in the 
world today. Only God can do that, and 
He shall bring order once more out of 
chaos when Christ returns as King of 
kings and Lord of lords: “. . . He will 
dwell with (man) and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be with 
them, and be their God” (v. 3). What a 
glorious future for the redeemed! 

When He comes, our glorious King 

All His ransomed Home to bring 

Then anew this song we'll sing 

“Hallelujah! What a Savior!” 


OCTOBER 11, 1953 
God's Design for New Men 
(Jeremiah 3]:31—34; Matthew 5:1—10; 
Mark 7:20—23; John 3:3—5; 
Philippians 4:13; 1 Peter 1:13—23) 
(Printed Text: Jeremiah 31:31—34; 
1 Peter 1:13—16, 22, 23) 

(Devotional Reading: John 3:1—11) 
DATES AND SETTINGS 

(1) It is difficult to date and place the 
setting of much of the writings of Jere- 
miah, -except in those places where he 
specifically indicated a time and place, for 
the book is a collection of his writings, the 
chronology of which does not follow the 
pattern of other Old Testament books. 
However, Jeremiah began his ministry 
during Josiah’s reign (c. 626 B.C.) and 
continued until a short time after the final 
captivity (586 B.C.). All of his writings, 
therefore, fall within that general period, 
and are the messages he preached to the 
people, plus biographical or autobiograph- 
ical material. The passage before us for 
study probably was spoken during, or sub- 
sequent to, the fall of Jerusalem, and in 
spite of circumstances, looked forward “to 
a glorious future in the distance. 


ETERNITY 





ist 


e 


— Ph eh by OD 


Yr Ww 


(2) 1 Peter was written by the apostle 
Peter, some time about 63-65 A.D., from 
“Babylon” (1 Pet. 5:13) which, as many 
point eut, may be figurative language as 
used in the Revelation, for Rome. Others, 
of course, deny the idea that Peter was 
ever in Rome. 


The Exposition 

BACKGROUND The nation of Judah had 

been going downhill spiritu- 
ally for some time, following the footsteps 
of its sister people Israel, which had fallen 
to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. The book of 
Jeremiah records an epoch of never-to-be- 
forgotten history in which there is abso- 
lutely no kind word which can be spoken, 
so far were the people in their descent 
from the pathway of the Lord. There was 
no hope; captivity and exile were the in- 
evitable ends. It is for this reason that the 
ministry of Jeremiah was a gloomy one 
with only occasional bright rays of hope 
and those not for the then-present, but 
portrayjng the distant, future Messianic 
reign. When the people were finally exiled 
from Jerusalem, capital of the southern 
kingdom, Jeremiah was left behind in the 
ruins with others whose job it would be 
to tend the Babylonian province of Judah. 
It was probably from such a forlorn atmo- 
sphere and environment as a demolished 
city that the prophet Jeremiah penned the 
beautiful passage of our lesson. 

It is significant that both the passages of 
Scripture before us for consideration were 
written in times of distress and suffering. 
Jeremiah’s prophecy came into being during 
the taking captive of the vast throngs of 
God’s earthly ple, the Jews. For them, 
it was intended to be a vision of hope and 
encouragement extending beyond the im- 
mediate trial. The apostle Peter wrote his 
letter to the Jewish-Christians of the Dia- 
spora—those scattered abroad in many 
lands—seeking to encourage their hearts in 
the midst of their times of testing. 
JEREMIAH We must be very careful, 
31:31-34 at this point, not to mis- 
apply this passage of Scripture. There are 
some who teach that what the prophet has 
set forth here is a prediction of the Chris- 
tian Church which, they say, takes the place 
of the nation Israel. “Spiritual Israel” is 
the fond title generally given to this sort 
of teaching. This sort of interpretation, 
which seeks to avoid giving the Jew a place 
in the final plan of God, brings about a 
great deal of confusion. It seems most 
senseless to take parts of prophetic Scrip- 
ture which speak specifically to the earthly 
people of God, the Jews, and try to apply 
these verses to the Church. And so, when 
we read here that God planned to make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, we know that He 
looked forward to the glorious day when, 
through that covenant, “all Israel shall be 
saved ... (for) there shall come out of 
Zion the Deliverer who shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob ... This is my 
covenant with them, when I shall take 
away their sins” (Rom. 11:26, 27). The 
Church of Christ is, of course, the indirect 
recipient of God’s covenant blessings upon 
the Jews, by virtue of their rejection of 
the Messiah and God’s temporary setting 


aside of His covenant people. We are the 
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“wild olive tree grafted in among” the 
branches (Rom. 11:17). We Christians 
have benefited from the “blindness in part 
(which) has happened to Israel.” But, ulti- 
mately, the true branches will be put back 
in place on God’s tree and Israel the na- 
tion shall again be in a position of God’s 
favor, subsequent to the rapture of the 
Church. 

Observe that this covenant spoken of is 
to be a new covenant. When God made an 
agreement with the people at Mt. Sinai, 
they readily consented to be submissive to 
all that the Lord had said. History has 
demonstrated how badly that bargain was 
kept by the people. God maintained His 
part of the agreement, but His people 
failed miserably. But, through Jeremiah, 
the Lord predicted that He would make a 
new covenant—one which is not to be de- 
pendent on the actions of the people; an 
unconditional guarantee of kingdom bless- 
ing during the millennial reign of Christ, 
and to insure it, He would put His law 
in their inward parts and write it on their 
hearts. The first covenant, the people broke 
again and again, and the Lord here says: 

. I rejected them . . .” which is a some- 
what better translation than “I was an 
husband unto them” (v: 32). Then too, 
during the millennial age it will not be 
necessary to go about urging friends and 
neighbors to know the Lord, for God’s 
covenant people will all know Him, with 
their sins and iniquities forgiven and held 
against them no more (v. 34). The old 
covenant had failed because of men’s pro- 
clivity toward evil. The second covenant 
will not fail, for it is not dependent upon 
man’s frailty, but upon the fact that God 
is eternal! You might care to read the com- 
ments of the writer to the Hebrews on this 
very theme, since he quotes our text in 
Hebrews 8 :8-12. Observe the context there 
for additional material. 

1 PETER 1: The subject of our lesson 
13-16, 22,23 is, as you have seen, “God’s 
Design for New Men.” Last week, we 
talked about the new world, and next week 
our study will be on new men in Christ. 
There are interesting sections of Scripture 
not in eur printed text for our current 
lesson which space does not permit us to 
develop. Let it be said, however, that the 
portion of the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 
5:1-10) commonly called the beatitudes 


might be used to show the development of - 


the Spirit’s work in regeneration: verses 
3-6 are the first responses of the quickened 
human spirit—awareness of spiritual pov- 
erty, sotrow for sin, submission to God, 
desire for spiritual food. Verses 7-10 are 
the subsequent fruits in the Christian’s life. 

Peter’s emphasis in the portion of his 
epistle assigned to us is a call to a devout 
and holy life—a note which can never be 
sounded too loudly in the day of ungodli- 
ness in which we live. “Having girded 
up the loins of your mind” is a metaphor- 
ical phrase which implies keeping yourself 
alert in the mental and spiritual realm 
while waiting for Christ’s return. I think 
there is something of the Old Testament 
Passover custom included here in meaning. 
Recall when God instructed the Israelites 
in Egypt to prepare the Passover meal, He 
gave similar instructions: they were to be 





ready to go at a moment’s notice (Ex. 12: 
11). So, Peter tells his readers, should 
they ! 

There isa note on the new birth which 
must not be overlooked in verse 23. The 
teacher will do well to couple this with the © 
collateral reading assigned, but not in- 
cluded in the printed text—John 3:3-5. God 
never polishes up the old man physically 
born, and spiritually dead in trespasses and 
sins. There is not a line in the Bible which 
would give assurance to any who feel that 
they should try to reform. God says not 
reformation but regeneration—being born 
all over again. The first birth is natural; 
the second must be supernatural. To be 
born the first time is a human experience; 
to be born again is a divine act...The new 
birth must come from God, by means of 
the living and written Word of God! 
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The Gospel of John by Arthur Pink. 
Zondervan, 3 vols. $4.50 ea. or $11.95 
set. 

Arthur Pink was a Bible teacher who 
originated in Australia and was a prod- 
uct of the Strict Baptists, a denomination 
in that island which held to the strictest 
hyper-Calvinistic position. Mr. Pink 
evolved through the years leaving that 
position for an independent one which 
allowed him to minister in many 
churches. He was one of the deepest 
Bible students of the past generation and 
when he died last year in his little island 
retreat to the north of Scotland where 
he had lived as a recluse for many years, 
he left behind him a mass of printed 
works of great importance for hcmiletic 
and devotional use. Mr. Pink is perhaps 
best known for his volume Gleanings in 
Genesis. 

The work on John is much more im- 
portant. Any man who wishes to be an 
expository preacher must have Pink in 
hand before touching the Fourth Gospel. 
It is a poor preacher who will not find 
a hundred sermon outlines and a thou- 
sand sermon suggestions in these vol- 
umes. I confess that some of my best 
sermons cn John have grown from single 
paragraphs in Pink that I have expanded 
to an hour’s message. 

These volumes are, of course, of very 
great interest to the layman who wishes 
to have a real grasp of the deep teach- 
ings of Scripture as set forth in the 
Gospel of John. 

D.GB. 


Ready Sandals. Edited by Anne Hazel- 
ton. China Inland Mission, 1953. 78 p. 
$.30. 

The China Inland Mission tells the 
story of its work during the past year 
in new fields, among new people, and 
in new languages. Since its eviction from 
China, the Mission has made a fresh start 
and is doing pioneer work in many 
places. 

The late Fred Mitchell sums up the 
Mission’s present status: “We stand today 
where Mr. Hudson Taylor stood and con- 
fess as he confessed that ‘There is a 
living God; that He has spoken in His 
Word; that He means what He says; and 
that He is able to fulfill all He has prom- 
ised.” As a Mission we still believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God; Christ to 
be the way to God; and the blood of 
Christ to be the ground of our parden. 
The message is the same. We have no 
new Gospel, indeed we do not believe 
there is another Gospel than that which 
centers in Christ Jesus dying for sinners, 
living again, and coming to reign. We 
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still remain, by the infinite mercy of 
God, an active missionary body, closely 
knit by common purpose to preach Christ 
in a world where He may not be wanted 
but where He is desperately needed 
nevertheless.” 

Readers of Ready Sandals will find in 
the new beginning here related a ground 
of hope for the future of this work for 
the Lord and an urgent call to prayer 
that it may go forward. 

M.A.B. 


Hastening the Day of God. Prophetic 
Messages from the International Con- 
gress on Prophecy. Compiled and 
edited by John W. Bradbury. Van 
Kampen. 262 p.- $3.00. ° - 

Here is a book every Bible student will 
want to possess. Packed within the small 
compass of less than 300 pages is the 
prophetic teaching of the Word of God 
set forth by the outstanding Bible teach- 
ers of our time. These are actual 
messages that were given during the 
week of November 9 to 16, 1952, in a 
great International Congress on Prophecy 
held in New York City. 

This Congress on Prophecy was called 
to re-emphasize what the Bible teaches 
concerning the return of Christ and the 
consummation of the purposes of God 
because of the conviction that in these 
days there needed to be sounded out 
again as a witness and a warning to the 
church and to the world the fact, almost 
forgctten, that history is following a 
course clearly outlined in the Scriptures, 
and that the coming again of Christ 
draws nigh. Thirty-one speakers ad- 
dressed fifty-seven sessions. The speak- 
ers included such trusted Bible teachers 
as Bishop William Culbertson, Alva J. 
McClain, T. Roland Philips, Oswald J. 
Smith, Wilbur M. Smith, and Louis T. 
Talbot, to mention just a few. Each 
speaker was assigned some special phase 
of prophecy on which he was particu- 
larly qualified to speak and was pledged 
to bring a new address on the subject. 

There are thirty-six addresses in this 
volume covering every conceivable phase 
of prophetic truth. Those who were for- 
tunate enough to attend the Congress on 
Prophecy will want these messages in 
permanent form. Thousands who could 
not attend can read and study these 
messages and participate in the blessing 
received. Certainly no more important 
book on prophecy has been published in 
recent years. These pages will store the 
mind with precious truth and stir the 
heart with the realization that our re- 
demption “draweth nigh.” 

H.W.O. 





Christianity is Personal. Fred L. Fisher. 
Broadman Press. 146 p. Index. $2.00. 
This book is essentially a setting forth 

of the thesis that the Baptist position is 

the cnly position that is thoroughly con- 
sistent with the Scriptures. 

Written by a Baptist who is Professor 
of Bible in Hardin-Simmons University 
at Abilene, Texas, this volume would 
serve as an excellent study book for 
members of Baptist churches or anyone 
contemplating membership in a Baptist 
church. 

Non-Baptists will disagree with some 
things in this book, but will find many 
other things with which they are in 
hearty accord. The bulk of the book deals 
with what the Bible teaches concerning 
man, God, salvation, the Christian life, 
the church, and the future life. Dr. Fish- 
er’s material is very well organized and 
attractively presented. 

H.W.O. 


Flame for the Altar. William Ward Ayer. 

Zondervan, 1953. 198 p. $2.00. 

Dr. Ayer makes a clear and forceful 
appeal to the thousands of ministers in 
America to concentrate on doing the 
work of an evangelist in their own 
churches. Throughout the book he em- 
phasizes that the current religious awak- 
ening in America can only be conserved 
and developed as it is brought into the 
churches. The churches themselves must 
be revived and only then can the nation 
be challenged and brought to repentance 
and blessing. 

The author takes us first to the great 
revivalist of the Old Testament, the 
prophet Elijah and underlines what man- 
ner of man he was and what the situation 
then was in Israel and then draws a 
parallel between those days and the 
present age. He goes on to point out that 
America was born in religious revival 
and that her history can largely be 
traced in the religious revivals of the 
last two centuries. The state of the nation 
is such that only revival can save her 
and the responsibility is upon minister 
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and layman alike to promote such re- 
vival. The last section which deals with 
such practical aspects as local evangeliz- 
ing and the effective evangelistic sermon 
is of particular value. 

You cannot read the book without a 
real desire that the God of Elijah would 
anoint many in this land to utter that 
clarion call to repentance which would 
be the prelude to mighty revival. 

R.1B. 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 7) 


Article 13. Religious rites . . . can 
be freely performed in churches, 
temples and other public places 
which religious communities have 
designated for the performance 
of religious rites.... 


Article 15. Marriage according to 
religious rites can be performed 
only after the conclusion of mar- 
riage before an authorized state 
agency and under the condition 
that both persons concerned want 
the marriage... 


In spite of all this we learn that 
a Catholic monthly appearing in 
Belgrade has ceased publication, and 
that only two Catholic periodicals, 
with a circulation of 500 copies 
each, remain in Yugoslavia. 


COMPETITION REMOVED 

A peculiar admission is made by 
a Catholic author in an article on 
Ceylon. Writing in the English 
newspaper, The Tablet, on the op- 
portunity before the Catholic 
Church in Ceylon, Robert Speaight 
gives the early history of the Portu- 
guese conquest of the Island. He 
says: 

“It has been said by those who 
cught to know better that Ceylon 
was converted by the sword. There 
is no shadow of evidence for this 
reckless charge; but it is true that 
the Portuguese settlers, as distinct 
from the Portuguese missionaries, 
destroyed the Buddhist temples, 
hoping, no doubt, that the faithful 
who laid their flowers at the feet of 
Buddha, would lay them more read- 
ily at the feet of Mary if the com- 
petition were removed.”’ 

In spite of the fact that the writer 
attempts to remove the blame from 
the Church, the history of Rome is 
such that we know her priests have 
ever stood silently by as her mem- 
bers destroy—even as Protestant 
churches are destroyed today. A 
hundred years from now the his- 
torians might say it was over- 
zealous laymen who did this: but 


we can be sure the priests were 


standing by. 
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THE SPREADING FLAME 


By F. F. BRUCE, 
University of Sheffield, England 


This large volume brings together the author’s 
three fascinating, authoritative books: The Dawn 
of Christianity, The Growing Day, and Light in 
the West, tracing the Rise and Progress of 
Christianity from its infancy to its spread to 
the British Islands after the barbarian invasion. 

$5.00 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 


By MERRILL C. TENNEY, 
Graduate School, Wheaton College 


An Historical and Analytic Survey, the sole aim is to offer a 
general integrated approach toward an understanding of the 
New Testament and a love for it. Complete outlines of each 
book, charts, maps, and an extensive bibliography make the 
work one of the very finest in its field. ‘$5.50 


FUNDAMENTALS IN 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
By CORNELIUS JAARSMA, 


Calvin College 


Selected readings of outstanding addresses and writings by 
Reformed leaders presenting full-orbed discussions of basic 
fundamentals in the Theory and Practice of Christian education. 

$4.00 


THE SECOND COMING THE SELF DISCLOSURE 
OF CHRIST OF JESUS 


By LOUIS BERKHOF, 

Calvin Seminary 

In this new book the veteran author 
presents a succinct analysis of past 
and present concepts of a Christian 
doctrine never more vital than today. 


$1.50 
MIRACLES—YESTERDAY 
AND TODAY 
By BENJ. B. WARFIELD, 


Princeton Seminary 

Formerly known as Counterfeit 
Miracles, this outstanding work on 
True and False Miracles is one of the 


By GEERHARDUS VOS, 
Princeton Seminary 


A classic on the Modern Debate About 
the Messianic Consciousness—by 
Princeton’s late professor of Biblical 
Theology—of prime importance to any 
study of the subject. $3.50 


THE ATONEMENT 


By A. A. HODGE, 
Princeton Seminary 


Reissue of a magnificent exposition 








most satisfying treatments of the sub- of the Nature, Design and Application 
ject and present-day related matters. of the At t. A ] addi- 
$3.50 tion to the scholar’s library. $4.50 


The New International Commentary on the New Testament 


THE GOSPEL OF LUKE—Norval Geldénhuys—$6.00 
“The best modern commentary on Luke.’”’—Dr. MERRILL C. TENNEY 


FIRST CORINTHIANS—F. W. Grosheide—$5.00 
“Characterized by clarity, sanity and careful scholarship.”— 
Dr. CHARLES ERDMAN 


GALATIANS—Herman N. Ridderbos—$3.50 
“Simple, forceful pr tation of probl clear and forthright 
exegesis.” —Dr. WM. CULBERTSON 


A New Standard for Minister, Bible Scholar and Layman 
ACTS, JAMES and JOHN to follow this year. 


KINGDOM WITHIN 
By SIEBOLD ULFERS 


In a setting filled with unforgettable charac- 
ters, it is Wiegen the Dreamer whose spirit 
pervades the village and whose vision of the 
Kingdom of God filters through to the inner 
thoughts of his townfolk. Here is an honored 
work of fiction, translated many times, form- 
erly in English as Idylle ef a Dutch Village, 
now skilfully adapted for modern readers—a 
book that stands out in the field of genuine 
Christian literature. $3.00 


At Your Bookstore, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS 
PUBLISHING COMPANY °- Grand Rapids, Michigan | 
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Written for every earnest seeker of 
God’s truth, CLARKE’'S COMMEN. 
TARY is a storehouse of sound 
Bible knowledge and deep spiritual 
insights—revealing unexpected 
depths of meaning in almost every 
Bible passage. Thoroughly estab- 
lished and tested by time and use, it 
is the monumental lifework of a 
great scholar and preacher who 
knew the Scriptures as few men 
have known them—and interpreted 
them with matchless, timeless clarity. 
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ON THE E 
by ADAM CLARKE 


For preachers, teachers, students, 
and laymen, CLARKE’S COMMEN- 
TARY is a faithful guide to Scrip- 
tural riches—a lifetime work for 
lifetime use. 


$24.50 the set @ $4.50 per volume 
at your bookstore 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC INCREASE IN ENGLAND 

Cardinal Griffin of London, pre- 
siding over a large exhibition plan- 
ned to illustrate the training and 
future work of Roman Catholic 
clergy and religious orders in Bri- 
tain, said that since 1852 the Catho- 
lic population had trebled, the 
number of priests had increased 
from 800 to nearly 7,000, churches 
from 600 to nearly 3,000, and reli- 
gious houses from 70 to 1,600. 
““Today’’ the Cardinal stated, 
‘‘there is a greater number of 
priests in this country than we ever 
had before, but we are greatly con- 
cerned that even with this number 
we are unable to provide adequately 
for the needs of our people.’’ 


THE SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
The Scripture Gift Mission in 
England reported that during the 
9 months ending December 31st, 
1952, the total distribution of Scrip- 
tures, by gift and sale, had almost 
reached the seven million mark, and 
they had been sent to 167 countries 
and islands, and were in 236 lan- 
guages. In the same period, 115 
new publications of Scripture in 
fifty languages had been issued, two 
of which, in the Pana language of 
French Equatorial Africa and the 
Kabui-Naga language of Assamese 
head-hunters, represented the only 
portions of the Scriptures yet pro- 
duced for the people concerned. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES IN ITALY 

The press office of the Tavola 
Valdese (The Waldensian Church) 
in Rome has issued the following 
statement: ‘‘In response to repre- 
sentations made by the Tavola Val- 
dese concerning the display of re- 
ligious intolerance in February and 
March 1953, against the Waldensian 
Communities of the province of 
Frosinone, the Ministry of the In- 
terior announced, in a letter dated 
May 19, that it does not intend to 
apply the provisions of Article 17 
of the Italian Constitution in order 
to safeguard the rights of Protes- 
tants, and that it does not recognize 
any binding value in the guarantees 
of religious freedom laid down in 
Article 19 of the Constitution. In 
face of this attitude which shows 
contempt for the most elementary 
civil liberties, such as the right to 
meet and worship, we can only note 
that the Italian Government refuses 
to its Protestant subjects the reli- 
gious freedom to which they are en- 
titled as citizens of the Italian Re- 
public under the guarantees of the 
Constitution ; that it refuses to take 
steps already several times de- 
manded to enforce full respect for 
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the articles of the Constitution re- 
garding religious freedom, which 
constitute a solemn pledge by the 
Government and the two Chambers, 
even though it is sought to charac- 
terize them as a mere ‘program’; 
that it insists on applying Fascist 
laws to Protestant religious func- 
tions. This painful state of affairs, 
brought about by confessional in- 
tolerance, is destroying the basic 
liberties of the citizen, and the re- 
ligious peace of the country, casting 
discredit on constitutional guaran- 
tees and creating an atmosphere of 
mistrust.”’ 





MY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARTNERS 
(Continued from page 17) 
necessity of opposing any and all who 
question in the tiniest detail their 
authoritative custody of the truth, 
that precludes a Catholic from a 
quiet and calm Biblical or theological 
discussion with anyone who differs 
from him. From rooms next to 
chapels I have listened to priests’ 
sermons, and invariably a critical and 
condemnatory remark or illustration 

is given against Protestantism. 

The priests’ neglect of the Scrip- 
tures is tragic. It must have been a 
full year after I entered the chap- 
laincy before I finally found a priest 
who had a Bible. Most priests, I feel 
safe in saying, have no English Bible 
in their possession. From time to 
time when referring to John 3:16, 
1 Corinthians 13, and similarly well- 
known passages, I’ve always had them 
ask, “What is that?” And they will 
readily acknowledge that the reading 
of the Psalms in Latin in the breviary 
doesn’t mean nearly what it would 
if read in English. The reading of the 
“Gospel,” a short passage each Sun- 
day mass, would represent for most 
of them their total Bible reading in 
English. 

Their financial stature is vastly 
different from ours. As missionaries 
they receive next to nothing, little 
more than a dollar a day to go on. 
Usually clothes and shoes are pro- 
vided for them before leaving Amer- 
ica, but after reaching the field they 
operate on this restricted budget. 
They live alone in Korean style 
houses, one man in a station, and their 
activity consists of visiting nearby 
parishes and overseeing whatever 
schools, orphanages, kindergartens, or 
other institutions they may have. My 
previous roommate told me he sent 
to his Mission Society the salary he 
received from the army (as all the 
missionary chaplains do), and he 
kept about $25.00 a month for inci- 
dentals, smokes, and drinks. Also, all 
financial gifts received from service 








SepTeMBER 1953 


QUICK-PIC 


TRACT RACK 
@ Crystal clear Plexi- 
Fron 


las ts. 
* pet am visibility. 
@ 15 Standard Sizes. 


rite 
EDINS SERVICE 
SPECIALTIES 
801-09 Pecan Street 
Abilene, Texas 








CATHEDRAL CHIMES 
‘and TOWER CARILLONS 
over 21,000 in actual.use : 






MAAS CHIMES © Dept. 218 © Los Angeles 39, Calif. 








THIRTY-SIX YEARS BRINGING CHRIST TO 

THE NATIONS THROUGH THE PRINTED PAGE 

If you wish to know more about my work, or examine samples of my 

Bible literature, kindly write for the folder “After Thirty-six Years”, or 

send $1. for an assorted package including “Commentary on Daniel.” 
DR. J. E. McKEE, Alpine, N. Y. 








reversed. 





IF YOUR ROLES WERE REVERSED... 


You might be writing this note we received from Algeria: 


“Since we have not yet received a copy for January, I 
want to say how we miss it, and I do hope it will be 
possible for it to be sent to us on this lonely mission 
station in the midst of the Moslems.” 


Your gift to the Eternity Gift Fund makes it possible for us to send 
complimentary subscriptions to missionaries and other Christian workers 
who are far removed physically from sources of Christian fellowship. 
Please be as generous as you would want others to be if your roles were 


Please make checks and money orders payable to: 


Eternity Gift Poomeds visser 


(Gifts are deductible for income tax purposes) 


(YOUR NAME SIGNED HERE) 








men are likewise turned into the 
Mission, even the $5.00 and $10.00 that 
G.I.’s hand them on the side. The 
only money he may keep, he told me, 
were funds that were unquestionably 
personal, something from a relative 
or old friend. In contrast to our 
church that has a chaplains’ fund to 
assist those in military service to 
buy needed equipment, the Catholic 
papers all remind the faithful soldiers, 
sailors, and airmen to remember their 
home parishes and send money back, 
because of the “large needs and 
limited resources of the clergy.” 

The hold the church has on its fol- 
lowers is incredible, and my explana- 
tion for it is the stupendous claims 


made for the organization, and the 
demands made upon all who come in. 
The elaborate ritual of the mass with 
its color and mystery offers a strong 
esthetic and emotional appeal. And 
the low ethical standards of Catholi- 
cism, the condoning of drunkenness 
and other inconsistencies, and the 
simplicity of quieting one’s conscience 
at the confessional, make it “easy” 
for a Catholic to be “religious.” It 
presents a tempting appeal for the 
unlearned, but it is essentially un- 
satisfying, and a virile Gospel con- 
firmed by holy lives, 1 am convinced, 
will lead many spiritually-hungry 
Catholics out into the light and lib- 
erty of Christ. Enp 
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THE TRIUMPH OF THE BELIEVER 
(Continued from page 25) 


for the next issue of Ererniry. Then 
I skim through them very rap- 
idly, hour after hour, taking the items 
that I wish to use for the column of 
current news, “A Window on the 
World,” and clipping some items to be 
filed for future reference. The papers 
and magazines which have been gone 
over are dropped in a pile on the floor, 
to be carried out as waste paper. One 
day a good many years ago, I was in 
the midst of this procedure when my 
daughter, then about five years old, 
came in and asked me what I was do- 
ing. I told her that I was doing edi- 
torial work and she asked me if she 
could help me. There was such an 
earnest look on her little face that I 
smiled at her and then wrote a little 
note which I told her to take to her 
mother. The note read, “Please de- 
liver to bearer the small pair of 
unpointed scissors.” A few moments 
later she came back into my study, 
carrying the scissors in her hand. I 
then turned over to her the pile of 
papers and magazines with which I 
was finished and told her she might 
cut clippings from them. She was 
very pleased and sat down to her task 
with great zest. A long time passed, 
perhaps half an hour, and there had 
been no sign of fatigue with what she 
was doing, and no word in interrup- 
tion. I had become engrossed in my 
work to the point of forgetting her 
presence. 

“Suddenly I turned and looked down 
at her and found that she had taken 
the latest copy of the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine from the edge of 
my desk and was happily engaged in 
cutting it to pieces. I had two courses 
of action before me. If I had cried out 
at her or punished her, she would 
never have understood, for, in her 
heart, she would undoubtedly have 
answered if anyone had asked what 
she were doing, that she was “help- 
ing Daddy.” There was no doubt of 
the fact that at best she was an un- 
profitable servant, so far as any edi- 
torial help was concerned. I gently 
took the magazine from her, told her 
the equivalent of “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant,” kissed her 
and said, “Now you go and help your 
mother for a while!” 

It is surely thus that the Lord deals 
with us. How could it be possible that 
we could be other than unprofitable 
to Him? We have within us the law 
of sin and death. We have within us 
the flesh. When we would do perfect, 
unmixed good, we find that there is 
evil within us. The seepage of this 
evil leaves its traces in every action 





of our lives, in every thought of our 
hearts. This must not lessen, in any 
way, our full determination to delight 
in the law of God after the inward 
man; this must not deter us in any 
way from an ever-increasing deter- 
mination to forget the things that are 
behind, to reach forward to the goal 
that lies before us, and to press to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3:14). 

You tell me that you can under- 
stand this, but that you cannot un- 
derstand the last half of the text, 
“with the flesh (I serve) the law of 
sin.” We have seen that this cannot 
mean any yieldedness to lawlessness. 
There is no comfort for the antinom- 
ian here. We repudiate with horror 
any suggestion of lessening the de- 
mands of holiness which are put upon 
us by the Holy Spirit of the thrice- 
holy God. Perhaps I can, once more, 
show this truth by an example taken 
from the life of the home. 

For many years we had living with 
us a dearly beloved grandmother. She 
lovingly devoted herself to the care 
and education of our children, and 
sat with them, regularly, many hours 
a day, teaching them their daily 
lessons. With advancing years she 
became afflicted with Parkinson’s 
disease, of which the most common 
symptom is trembling of the hand. 
She would go to the blackboard to 
write down the lesson for one of the 
younger children. She would grasp 
the chalk, and you could see it 
trembling, as the possession of any 
object seemed to intensify the shak- 
ing of the hand. When she finally 
pressed the chalk to the blackboard 
and began to set down the column 
of figures, every inch of each stroke 
was marked by the waving oscilla- 
tions of her condition. There were 
the figures and it was possible to read 
them and to know exactly what she 
meant. The figures of her mind were 
straight and true, but the figures 
which she drew on the blackboard 
were deformed with the shaking of 
her palsy. With her mind she drew 
the true Arabic numerals according 
to the best copybook pattern, but 
with her palsied flesh she drew 
trembling numbers on the blackboard. 

So it was with everything that Paul 
did; so it is with everything that we 
do today. The nature of the flesh that 
is within us is like the palsy. The 
mind will determine straight figures 
but the hand will be totally unable to 
execute what the mind desires. That 
which the palsied hand does, the re- 
newed mind does not want to do, but 
the hand does what the mind hates. 
So then it is not the mind that is do- 
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‘ing it but palsy that dwells in the 


hand. The mind can will that which 
is perfect, but the hand cannot do it. 
For the hand does not the good which 
the mind desires, and how to perform 
what! the mind wishes to do, the hand 
finds not. Now if the hand does that 
which the mind would not do, it is no 
more the mind that is doing it, but 
the palsy that dwells in the hand. The 
mind delights in straight figures, but 
there is another law working in the 
members, warring against the law of 
the mind, and bringing every action 
into captivity to the law of the palsy 
which is in the hand. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from 
this palsy? Thank God, full deliver- 
ance will come with the return of the 
Lord, when we shall see Him and be 
like Him, and we shall then know 
perfect unmixed good. So then with 
our mind we yield to the Lord and 
draw straight figures, though the pal- 
sy of our old Adam makes'them come 
out shaky on the board of actions. 


But there is certainly no condem- 
nation from God for the trembling 
figures that are drawn by those who 
are in Christ Jesus. Here is the point 
at which grace enters and sees the 
motive for the wielded heart. All that 
follows in the opening verses of the 
eighth chapter of Romans will make 
this more clear and positive. Holiness 
is possible in the life, and triumph is 
to be the normal role of the spirit- 
ually yielded Christian. The fact that 
the figures will tremble does not affect 
in any wise the triumph of the be- 
liever in doing those things which are 
good and acceptable in His sight. I 
wish, oh how I wish, that I could 
preaeh the perfect sermon in the per- 
fect power of the Holy Spirit, but I 
know that I cannot, because it passes 
through my mind and my vocal 
chords; but the Lord never condemns, 
because He sees the heart. 


When with our mind we serve the 
law of God we are drawing the 
straight stroke which He sees and 
recognizes. The stroke as it comes out 
on the blackboard will have flaws of 
two kinds. First there will be those 
which, because of the living presence 
of indwelling sin, no watchfulness can 
avoid, no prayerfulness can prevent, 
no faith can turn aside. Then there 
will be flaws which greater faith and 
surrender might have avoided or 
lessened. Our best action or thought 
will be marred enough to show that 
it was not done by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but that we have touched it 
and that it is, therefore, less than per- 
fect. But there is therefore now no 
condemnation for us who are in 


Christ Jesus, and the spiritual sacri- — 
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fices which we, as a holy priesthood 
offer up to our God, are acceptable to 
Him through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 
2:5). 

Coming to the close of this seventh 
of Romans and standing on the moun- 
tain top that looks out upon the glory 
of the eighth chapter, I must testify 
to my own soul’s growth as a result 
of the scores of hours I have spent in 
contemplating this great struggle of 
Romans seven. Now I know that the 
commentators are wrong, that I, for 
years was wrong in following them, 
that this struggle is not the warfare 
between Saul and Paul which gives 
to the flesh some shade of excuse for 
its shortcomings. To look upon this 
chapter as a struggle which led up to 
Paul’s yieldedness to be crucified with 
Christ is to miss the point. Paul died 
with Christ back in the sixth of Ro- 
mans. It was then that he could say, 
“I am crucified with Christ, neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me; and the life that I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Him- 
self for me” (Gal. 2:20). But then 
the crucified Paul discovered that sin 
was still present with him, even after 
this crucifixion death. Then he learned 
the even greater heights which were 
possible, stretched out his palsied 
hand to make the wavering strokes 
which his mind wanted to be straight, 
and gloried in the fact that the Lord 
saw nothing but straight strokes, 
since He is all grace, abounding and 
much more abounding. 

This is the fifth and last of a series of 
Studies in Romans. 
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GOD’S SPOILED CHILDREN 
(Continued from page 23) 


meaningless. The world’s most dis- 
tinguished workers divide themselves 
into three classes. There are those 
who, like the inventor, do extraordin- 
ary things. There are those who, like 
the poet or the composer, do ordinary 
things in an extraordinary way. They 
write; but they write what had never 
before been written. And there are 
those who do quite ordinary things in 
a quite ordinary way, but, because of 
their indomitable persistency, they 
do those things on a quite extraordin- 
ary scale. Their genius expresses 
itself in the fact that they keep on 
after other people have given up. 
What did Columbus do, for example? 
He sailed in a ship, that was all! Many 
a mariner had done the same before, 
but no man had held on a westward 
course so obstinately, so persistently 
and so long. He kept on when his 
project seemed hopeless and his men 
all mutinied. 

What did Livingston do? He walk- 
ed. Anybody can walk. But Living- 
ston kept on walking. He walked 
when his frame was merely a skele- 
ton, when his head swam with fever 
and when his feet were so ulcerated 
that it was a torture to touch the 
ground. He walked across Africa! 

Prosperity can spoil: adversity can 
spoil: monotony can spoil. Do spoiled 
children, I wonder, ever grow up to 
be unselfish, considerate, chivalrous, 
and kind? Perhaps! I do not know: 
it would be interesting to learn. I only 
kriow that the cracked vase can never 
be mended; the bloom can never be 
restored to the peach; the bird with 
the broken pinion never soars so high 
again. 

Yet we must not generalize: the ap- 
plication of the principle must not be 
made too sweeping. Jeremiah tells us 
how he saw the vessel that had been 
marred in the making pressed by the 
potter into a lump of clay from which 
his deft fingers fashioned the shapely 
vessel of his dreams. I have seen 
something of the same kind happen 
again and again. 

I have known a man to drift away 
from his first faith. The fires on the 
altar of his soul had died down. The 
vision has faded. The world, the flesh, 
and the Devil have been too much for 
him. Spoiled! 

I have known a young fellow, aflame 
with spiritual intensity and evange- 
listic passion, enter a theological col- 
lege. There is no reason why, with 
the reading of many books, the pur- 
suit of many studies, and the learning 
of many languages, his ardor should 
cool, Such things should not be; but, 
just now and again they do occur. I 


have seen a man lose in spirituality 
what he gained in _intellectuality. 
Spoiled! 

“T feel,” says Donald McFillan, min- 
ister of Aberfeldie, in a letter written 
after he had been thirty years in the 
ministry, “I feel that I am doing all 
that I used to do: I am reading and 
writing and preaching and visiting. 
I am working as hard as ever and 
working in the same way. Yet some- 
thing has gone out of my life; I scarce- 
ly know what it is; but it is that which, 
thirty years ago, made my work so 
delightful and effective.” Spoiled! 

Yet, I have known the man who 
had drifted to return to his first an- 
chorage; he sought his Saviour afresh 
and regained the joy of his early faith. 
I have known the student, recognizing 
that he was squandering more than 
he was gathering, kneel anew at his 
Master’s feet in a passion of reconse- 
cration; and, as they know who have 
read Mr. McFillan’s Memoirs, that 
sorrowing minister discovered the real 
character of his loss and entered upon 
a period of prosperity and fruitfulness 
such as, in earlier years, he had never 
known: 

That is precisely the point of Paul’s 
argument. Beware, lest any man spoil 
you, he pleads. But how can I prevent 
this spoiling process? And how, if 
spoiled, can I regain the treasure I 
have lost? 

In reply, Paul points his converts to 
Jesus, for, he says, in Him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
Draw heavily on Him: cleave closely 
to Him: lean hard on Him: make 
much of Him: and, the greater the 
hold that He establishes upon your 
heart, says Paul, the smaller will be 
the danger of your being numbered 


among God’s spoiled children. 
Enp 





SERVING AND WAITING 

Ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God; and to wait 
for His Son from Heaven. 

1 Thes. 1:9, 10 

One may believe in the Second Com- 
ing of Christ, know theoretically from 
the Bible the different predicted events 
in connection with His second appear- 
ance, and yet know~but little of the 
true waiting for Himself. 

A true belief in the Second Coming 
of our Lord must lead the heart into 
a real waiting for the Lord, whe is 
coming. It must make the Lord Jesus 
Christ a greater reality to the heart. 
Such true waiting for Him, as the re- 
sult of believing in His return, must 
lead to separation from all that is evil. 

May the Lord keep us from holding 
such a precious truth as a doctrine, 
and not walk in the power of it, and 
let us wait, not for events, but for 
Himself. 

Arno C. Gaebelein 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 


steadfastly at the cross of Jesus 

Christ, we can understand what God 

did when He saw the misery, and the 
tears and heard the cries of need. 

Lord, give us a missionary vision; 

we alone have the bread. 


i HAVE HEARD THAT THERE IS CORN 
iN EGYPT (42:2) September 12 


How the providence of God is seen 
in every part of this story! God is 
moving all history to get this family 
down into Egypt where they can grow 
to strength before He brings them 
back to plant them in the land. Look 
egain at the chain of events: the 
dreams of Joseph, the jealousy of the 
brothers, the passing of the Midian- 
ites, the lust of Potiphar’s wife, the 
forgetfulness and remembrance of 
Pharaoh’s butler, the dreams of 
Pharaoh, the faith of Joseph, the wis- 
dom of the monarch, the harvests and 
the famine, and now the caravan 
gossip that brings the news to 
Canaan. How our God holds all 
things in His hand! You, child of 
God, may be sure that He is working 
all things after the counsel of His 
will, and for your good. If all things 
work together for good, to the called 
according to His purpose, the purpose 
is that Christ might be formed in us 
(Rom. 8:28, 29). 

Lord, may we rest in Thine 
eternal purpose. 


JOSEPH’S TEN BRETHREN WENT 
DOWN (42:3) September 13 


The road to Egypt! What memories 
must have stirred in these hearts as 
they, twenty years after they had 
seen the caravan of the Midianites 
disappear with Joseph, took the same 
road out into the desert. The father 
had had to say to them, “Why do you 
look one upon another?” Was their 
hesitation due to the first stirrings of 
conscience? The sound of the word 
“Egypt” in their ears must have been 
like the sound of the word “rope” in 
the house of a man who has hanged 
himself. The desert is past and the 
land of Egypt lies before their eyes. 
They push into the unknown with 
dread; strangers in a strange land, 
not knowing what lies before them. 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art with 
us, even when we are out of Thy will. 
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Can YOU Look at Their Misery? 


A missionary from Europe says, “I simply cannot look 
at their misery any longer,” as she describes the plight 
of widows and little children, some of them ill because 
of undernourishment and so many of them hungry and 
bereft. This missionary tries to relieve the distress of 
these Jewish Christian sufferers. She brings to the 
wounded, bleeding hearts of these victims of persecution. 
the comfort of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
she pleads that we couple with our spiritual ministry 
medical care and nourishing food to relieve the misery 
of the sufferers. 





REV. JACOB PELTZ 


The missionary goes on to say, “I know you are overburdened with such 
demands for help, but I appeal to your noble heart, and for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus, please do something for these poor sisters.” 


So, once again we plead with you, Christian friend, to help us fill the hands 
of those who minister to the poor and needy of Christ’s brethren in Europe 
and Palestine. Please send your gift now. No matter how small the gift, 
your prayers and practical help will undergird our ministry of relief and 
witness in many areas of the world. 


$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel 
for a needy family in Europe or in Israel 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan 
in our Children’s Home in Germany 
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BOWED DOWN THEMSELVES BEFORE 
HIM (42:6) September 14 
Little did they know that they were 
fulfilling the early dream of their 
brother (37:7) that had caused their 
great jealousy and had begun the long 
chain of events that brought them 
here. When God ordains a thing He 
brings it to pass; and though it had 
taken twenty years to fulfill the 
dream, it was now a reality. This 
experience was to be a part in the 
spiritual growth of these brothers. 
Their tone will change, their hard 
hearts will soften, their consciences 
will awaken, their memories will be 
aroused, and they will come to the 
place where they will consider God 
with reference to their lives and their 
doings. We may be sure that if God 
has to bring us low, it is because He 
wishes to seat us in Heavenly places, 
and He must prepare us by His proc- 
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esses for the goals He has in view. 
Lord, do all that is necessary to fulfill 
Thy purpose in us. 


JOSEPH ... SPAKE ROUGHLY 
TO THEM (42:7) September 15 


There have been those who have 
criticized Joseph’s treatment of his 
brethren as both unworthy and un- 
necessary, but we may be sure that 
he was doing that which was for the 
best for them in the circumstances. 
These were hard men. They had sold 
a brother into slavery and had con- 
cocted a vicious scheme to murder a 
whole group of men, using a religious 
subterfuge to reach their ends. It 
was necessary for Joseph to test them, 
and the events which follow show 
that their hard hearts were ultimately 
touched by the steps that he took. 
When God’s people become callous 
they can be worse than some un- 
believers. While God is not in all the 
thoughts of unbelievers (Psa. 10:4), 
He is in the hearts of callous Chris- 
tians, but grieved and battened down 
under the surface disobediences of 
life. It takes an upheaval to bring 
things to rights. 

Lord, speak to us in any tone 
that is for our good. 


JOSEPH KNEW HIS BRETHREN, BUT THEY 
KNEW HIM NOT (42:8) September 16 


How sad when those in desperate 
need do not know the source of sup- 
ply. Sadder than the ignorance of 
these brothers about Joseph is the 
ignorance of the world about its only 
hope, the Saviour, the Lord. Jesus 
Christ. Christ was in the world, and 
the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not (John 1:10). 
There is no sadder, nor more solemn 
word than that revelation from God 
about the state of men’s hearts. Christ 
was Light, lighting every man as He 
came into the world, but the Light 
did them no good because they were 
blind. If there had not been the self- 
disclosure of God through Christ, we 
never could have known Him. What 
comfort for our hearts that the Lord 
Jesus Christ knows us; that He knew 
us before the foundation of the world; 
that He came that we might have life; 
and that He will reveal Himself to us. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
dost know us. 

THY SERVANTS ARE TWELVE 
BRETHREN (42:13) September 17 

There were ten of them, but they 
included not only Benjamin at home 
with their father, but Joseph whom 
they had sold. Was there here an 
awakening of conscience? Had they, 
through the years remembered him 
and wished him back? They an- 
nounced that “one is not,” which 
evidently shows that they thought 





him dead, but they could not forget 
him, and included him in the count 
of the family. The simplest definition 
of conscience is that natural faculty 
whereby we judge both our actions 
and the consequences of them. Our 
true guide, of course, is the Bible 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit, but 
conscience plays a part. It does not 
tell us what is right or wrong, but 
tells us whether what we are doing 
agrees with the principles that we 
know. Conscience must be awakened 
and informed, brought into con- 
formity with God’s revelation and 
then followed. 
Lord, give us the divine sensitivity 
to sin’s presence. 


YE SHALL BE KEPT IN 
PRISON (42:16) September 18 


In that day when there was no 
Scripture to pierce the heart, this 
series of events did their work. As 
these men walked into prison they 
must have thought of their misdeeds 
and remembered their own outra- 
geous conduct toward their own 
brother. They had put him in a pit; 
he puts them in prison. If they are 
to be blessed, they must be blessed 
in a spiritual way. To have revealed 
himself to them in their hardened 
condition would have been an un- 
kindness indeed. It is the same with 
the Lord’s dealings with us. He wants 
to bless us, but He must bless us in 
the way that will do us the most good 
and not harden us in ways that are 
far from His own. This is why the 
path of adversity frequently leads us 
to our greatest understanding of 
truth and righteousness and brings 
us to the place where blessings will 
soften us and not make us more 
callous. 

Lord, even through chastisement, 
bring us to Thy fullness. 


THIS DO, AND LIVE; FOR | 
FEAR GOD (42:18) September 19 


They might have wondered whether 
they would ever see the light of free- 
dom again, but now they are brought 
forth on the third (resurrection) day. 
Words. of great encouragement fall 
upon their ears, for the Governor 
tells them that he fears God. If we 
look back over the whole story, we 
will discover that the ten brothers 
had never spoken the name of God. 
But the Lord had been in Joseph’s 
thoughts in all of the changes of his 
life. In addition to all the references 
which show that the Lord was with 
him, we find Joseph speaking of God 
con several occasions. “Shall I sin 
against God?” he asked as he fled 
from Potiphar’s wife (39:9). “Inter- 
pretations belong to God,” he told the 
butler and the baker (40:8). “God 
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shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace,” was the first word he spoke 
to the monarch (41:16); and ended 
his interpretation by saying, “the 
thing is established by God, and God 
will shortly bring it to pass” (41:32). 
In naming his first son he testifies, 
“God has made me forget” (41:51). 
And now it is his fear of God that 
holds back vengeance from his breth- 
ren. 
Lord, we thank Thee for Thy 
presence in our lives. 


WE ARE VERILY 
GUILTY (42:21) September 20 


The arrow has now pierced to the 
heart. They see themselves bereft of 
another brother and remember the 
first time when by their own act they 
put away a brother. The elements of 
true repentance are seen in their cry. 
Conscience cries out that they are 
guilty; they recognize their great 
fault of twenty years past. Memory 
rises to recall the details; “we saw 
the anguish of his soul, when he be- 
sought us and we would not hear.” 
It is worth noting that there is no 
record of this anguish, or of Joseph’s 
cries in the actual story of his sale 
to the Midianites. But now memory 
does its work, and as a result of the 
conviction of conscience and the stir- 
ring of memory, reason is awakened 
and the conclusion is drawn, “There- 
fore is this distress come upon us.” 
If there is to be full blessing, we must 
pass by this way. 

Lord, uncover everything within us. 


WE SAW THE ANGUISH OF 
HIS SOUL (42:21) September 21 


If we are to be right with God, 
there must be the opening of every 
closet in which we have hid things 
that were contrary to His will. We 
must pull out every drawer where 
little things have been covered over. 
We must dig up every inch of the 
garden where we have sought to bury 
things away from His scrutiny. We 
should realize that all of this comes 
after we have believed in the Lord 
Jesus. This cannot come before. We 
are the people of His covenant and 
have been justified by His grace. But 
now true repentance ever follows re- 
generation. This time of introspection 
should not be long drawn out. We 
must not be morbid in our search for 
sins in the past. We must confess that 
all, all, aLL was of the old Adam, and 
acknowledge freely that it was dealt 
with ‘by the blood of the Saviour. 
And then we must never, never go 
back to the grave of Christ to dig up 
the past. He has forgotten it; so must 
we. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast 


eternally dealt with all our past. - 
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THEREFORE IS THIS DISTRESS COME 
UPON US (42:21) September 22 


This may have been true in their 
case, but we must never draw the 
conclusion that distress necessarily 
comes upon us because of past sins. 
The idea that God punishes all devia- 
tion in the believer is a medieval idea, 
totally alien from the Word of God. 
Job’s comforters may have thought 
that distress came because of sin, but 
the New Testament shows us the 
contrary. The blind man was not 
blind because of the sin of his parents 
or his own sins (John 9:3), but for 
the glory of God. And Peter’s denial 
of Christ was not punished but cov- 
ered and forgotten. And thus it is 
true of most of the sins that have 
been committed by the Lord’s people. 
It is true that some sins carry a de- 
layed sting with them, but it is also 
gloriously true that the Lord Jesus 
Christ so dealt with sin and sins that 
even the consequences are not felt by 
the redeemed. This is one more phase 
of the love that constrains us to 
holiness. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast taken our distress. 


SPAKE | NOT UNTO 
YOU? (42:22) September 23 


These are the words of Reuben, 
Jacob’s firstborn. His character is set 
forth by his father; he is “unstable as 
water, and shall not excell” (49:4). 
It is quite in line with his character 
that he now says, “I told you so.” This 
is weakness scolding evil, and most 
certainly it has no effect on the gen- 
eral situation. Reuben had done 
nothing to stop the sale of his brother, 
and for twenty years he had been ac- 
cessory to the lie. But it should be 
noted that where, twenty years be- 
fore, Joseph was scornfully called 
“this dreamer,” he is now described 
as “our brother,” and “the child.” 
Adversity and distress have begun 
their work. The hard shell that wick- 
edness has put about their hearts is 
beginning to be pierced, and the time 
will come when their hearts will be 
laid bare before God. 


Lord, take away our callousness. 


THEY KNEW NOT THAT JOSEPH UNDER- 
STOOD THEM (42:23) September 24 


How sad that many do not realize 
that the Lord Jesus understands them 
perfectly. “He knoweth our frame: 
he remembereth that we are dust” 
(Psa. 103:14). This is why “He hath 
not dealt with us after our sins; nor 
rewarded us according to our iniqui- 
ties” (Psa. 103:10). We must never 
fall into the despairing attitude that 
we must face our difficulties alone. 
Beyond question we are unable to 
meet the trials of life in our own 
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strength. If multitudes today seek 
psychiatric aid, it is largely because 
they have turned away from the se- 
curity that is in Christ, or because 
they have not learned that the Lord 
understands them. There is no in- 
tricacy of the human personality that 
is not known to the Lord who 
searches all hearts and tries the 
spirits of men. If you will draw nigh 
to Him, He will draw nigh to you 

(Jas. 4:8). 
Lord, make us always conscious that 
Thou dost understand. 


HE TURNED ... AND 
WEPT (42:24) September 25 


The roughness which had been 
manifested toward these brothers was 
not a reflection of the real feelings of 
Joseph. He was acting toward them 
ir accordance with a divinely given 
wisdom. Every step was for their 
good. But underneath his real feel- 
ings were tender toward them, and he 
turned away to weep unseen, and to 
avoid the recognition which must not 
come before the proper time. The 
New Testament tells us that Jesus 
wept. I do not refer to His weeping 
at the tomb of Lazarus, for I believe 
that was caused by His tender emo- 
tion at the realization of the utter 
surrender of Mary to His Lordship; 
but rather to His weeping over Jeru- 
salem; in pity that their sin had 
separated them from Himself, but 
with a knowledge that He would one 
day reveal Himself to them, and that 
they would look on Him whom they 
had pierced (Zech. 12:10). 

Lord, teach us to know Thy tears. 


HE... TOOK FROM THEM SIMEON, 
AND BOUND HIM (42:24) September 26 


Joseph knew his brothers well. We 
know that Simeon was the ringleader 
in the murder of the Shechemites 
(34:25, 30). From the fact that Jacob, 
in his dying blessing upon the sons 
had nothing good to say about Sim- 
eon, but spoke of him as cruel, and 
his sword as a weapon of violence 
(49:5), it is more than likely that 
Simeon was also the leader in the 
plot against Joseph. We can under- 
stand, therefore, why he, as Egypt’s 
governor, places this particular 
brother in prison. He does not want 
his baleful influence upon the other 
brathers as they go home to Jacob. 
And he knows that it will take more 
force to get through the hardness 
around his conscience and heart than 
it took for the others. We can thank 
our Lord that He can measure the 
strength of our hardness against 
Him, and can take those measures, in 
love, that will bring us to our senses. 

Lord, go to any lengths with us. 
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THUS DID HE UNTO 
THEM (42:25) September 27 

In all Joseph’s dealings with his 
brethren there is not the slightest 
trace of personal revenge. They were 
in his hands for life or death, but his 
heart was tender toward them and he 
was doing everything for their own 
good. This same characteristic has 
been marked in all the story of 
Joseph. There was never any word 
of recrimination against his brothers 
for selling him into Egypt. There was 
never any word against Potiphar’s 
wife for her lying jealousy; nor 
against Potiphar for his gullibility 
and participation in the injustice 
against him. There was never a word 
against the butler because of his base 
ingratitude and long forgetfulness. It 
was not that Joseph was phlegmatic, 
but that he was submitted to the will 
of God and willing to take all things 
from the hands of the Lord. This is 
the great source of kindness in our 
cwn lives. 
Lord, give us Thy spirit of forgiveness. 
WHAT IS THIS THAT GOD HATH 
DONE UNTO US? (42:28) September 28 

In all the record of these brothers 
this is the first time that the name of 
the Lord is found on their lips. Seem- 
ingly God was not in all their 
thoughts through all of their early 
years. Wild violence, murder, envy, 
the selling of a brother into slavery, 
lying to their father—none of ‘these 
things was modified by one word 
about God. They had used the mark 
of the covenant as a subterfuge of 
hypocrisy to perpetrate murder (34: 
15), but the God of the covenant 
seems to have been absent from all 
their thinking. Now, with conscience 
aroused, memory active, and fears 
large in their minds, they see in the 
tokens of the love of the unknown 
Joseph the act of God. The goodness 
of God is in order to lead us to re- 
pentance (Rom. 2:4), and here it was 
producing its work. The money lying 
in the sacks of wheat, even while 
they knew nothing of the love that 
prompted it, turned their hearts to 
God. 

Lord, may Thine unknown goodness 

break us down. 

THEY TOLD HIM ALL THAT BEFELL 


UNTO THEM (42:29) September 29 
This was the first time in their lives 


that they had ever been honest with 
their father. Hitherto they had lived 
lives of violence and the most arrant 
deceit. For twenty long years they 
had lived the lie about Joseph. Now 
they are fully frank with Jacob, and 
he will have a hard time believing 
them. Thus sin creates its own en- 
vironment and deceit brings forth the 
atmosphere of unbelief. But the only 


way to overcome lying, even years - 


SEPTEMBER 1953 


of lying, is with full and frank truth. 
In the end it will prevail. It may be 
hard at first, for it will bring us, as it 
brought Reuben, to offer our children 
as hostages for the truth. But this is 
the will of God, for He desires truth 
in the inward parts, and His wisdom 
in the secret centers of our lives 

(Psa. 51:6). 
Lord, give us truth in the very 
fabric of our being. 


THEY WERE AFRAID (42:35) September 30 
The sight of bundles of money in 
all the sacks of wheat brought the 
fear of God upon them all. When one 
of the brethren had found his money 
shortly after leaving Egypt it had 
brought fear upon them, and they 
had named God for the first time in 
the record. Now they all find their 
money, and this in the sight of Jacob, 
and fear comes upon them all. The 
world cannot understand something 
for nothing. The money in their sacks 
was an illustration of the grace of 
Joseph, and they were not prepared 
to understand grace. It is even so 
with the wealth of grace that God 
sets forth before men. Our whole 
civilization is patterned on the phi- 
losophy of Satan who said, “I will 
ascend .. . I will exalt .. . I will go 
up ... I will be like the Most High” 
(Isa. 14:13, 14). The natural man 
cannot comprehend the One who, 
being in the form of God, emptied 
Himself, and went down, down, down 
to the cross for us (Phil. 2:6-8). But 
when we see grace and tremble be- 
fore it, we are in the place of greater 
grace. 
Lord, shower Thy riches upor us 
and may we fear 


CHURCHILL’S MEMOIRS 
(Continued from page 11) 
in devotion and no lagging in zeal as 
the whole man, spirit, soul; and body, . 
is thrown into the. task that lies be- 
fore us. Then there will be oneness 
and power in the church. 


#¢¢*¢ Anyone who wishes to go 
forward for God must expect criti- 
cism and even abuse. There must be 
a constant looking to the goal, forget- 
ting the things that are behind and 
pressing forward to the things that 
are before. Above all one must never 
be moved by criticisms of others if 
one is certain he is in the center of 
the Lord’s will. In his speech before 
the vote of confidence Churchill said, 
“I owe it to the House to explain to 
them what has led me to ask for their 
exceptional support at this time. I’ 
has been suggested that we should 
have a three days’ debate of this kind, 
in which the Government would no 
doubt be lustily belaboured by some 
of those who have lighter burdens to 
carry, and that at the end we should 
separate without a division.” He went 
on to show that the division was 
necessary. Men have to stand up and 
be counted. In spiritual matters, too, 
it must be remembered that those 
who have lighter burdens to carry are 
often too ready to talk against those 
who are doing the work. These must 
never pause, nor even hesitate. There 
is one thing to do; go forward. 


#444 The Christian must always be 
ready to “fight the good fight of faith” 
(1 Tim. 6:12). There should be no 
compromise. When the Chiefs of Staff 
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were discussing the imminent fall of 
Singapore they sent out orders that 
all property of value should be de- 
stroyed, and that the scorched-earth 
policy should prevail. “They also 
spoke of destroying ammunition. I 
commented on this,” Mr. Churchill 
wrote, “that the obvious method is to 
fire the ammunition at the enemy. 
Should evacuation become inevitable, 
which is by no means admitted, there 
will be two or three days to do 
a 

#¢¢* Molotov visited England in 
May, 1912. He was accompanied by 
secret agents who searched every 
corner of the bedrooms used by him 
and his staff and prodded the mat- 
tresses for infernal machines—this 
was in Churchill’s own home! But 
Molotov signed a treaty binding 
Russia and Britain to be Allies and 
friends for twenty years! “Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace” (Jer. 
6:14). 

#¢¢* There was disaster in Libya 
in June, and Churchill, returning from 
a mission to Washington, faced a vote 
of censure in the House of Commons. 
Narvick, Crete, and Singapore had 
fallen, and now Tobruck. Churchill 
was absent from the country and his 
enemies struck. It was an hour of 
crisis and the world wondered. Of 
course, he won, but in his great speech 
lies a sentence that has a tremendous 
lesson for all of us when we face 
hours of crisis and criticism. The 
Prime Minister showed that the real 
effect of the argument of his critics 
would be to “undermine him in his 
own heart, and, if possible, before 
the eyes of the nation.” There is the 
revealing phrase; this is the heart of 
the work of the Accuser of the 
brethren—it is to undermine a man in 
his own heart. This is what the friends 
of Job thought to do in their accusa- 
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tion that such suffering as his must 
proceed from some frightful hidden 
sin. He had lost property, children. 
the proper affection of his wife, and 
then his health. Through all of this 
he stood firm. But now his “comfort- 
ers” undermined him in his own 
heart. He wished that he might die. 

Another has written, “The misery 
of failure is acute enough, but when, 
amidst our confusion and distress, a 
friend deserts us, our distress be- 
comes dismay. We stagger like a 
drunken man. Let misfortune in busi- 
ness befall a Christian man, causing 
him sleepless nights and draining him 
of vitality—sure enough an adversary 
will appear and blacken his name. Let 
strange and testing experiences be 
the lot of a church or missionary 
agency, and just then a voice in a 
public place will assert, with every 
sign of inside knowledge, that a 
grievous departure from the faith has 
for long been observable within that 
fellowship. How wonderful it is to 
face our fierce accuser, relying on 
the fact that we have an Advocate!” 

I believe it was the Lord who sus- 
tained the Prime Minister in those 
dark days when his enemies swarmed 
upon him in a dark hour. We can be 
sure that the Lord will be with us, 
ready to keep us from being under- 
mined in our heart, so that we may 
press forward with confidence. 


#¢¢¢ In the light of the Bible 
prophecies that the old Roman Empire 
will be revived and that Western 
Europe will be brought into a unity, 
Churchill’s minute to the Foreign 
Secretary about future government in 
Europe is remarkable, and shows the 
far-sighted vision of this man. “Hard 
as it is to say now,” he wrote to 
Eden, “I trust that the European 
family may act unitedly as one under 
a Council of Europe. I look forward 
to a United States of Europe in which 
the barriers between the nations shall 
be greatly minimised and unrestricted 
travel will be possible. I hope to see 
the economy of Europe studied as a 
whole. . . It would be easy to dilate 
upon these themes. Unhappily the war 
has prior claims on your attention 
and mine.” 

We are moving in that direction, 
and it is the direction foretold in 
the Word of God. 


#44 Until November, 1942, there 
had never been a real victory for 
the Allied cause. Then came the 
desperate battle of Alamein. Alex- 
ander’s forces, led by Montgomery 
broke through the Italian-German 
defenses under Rommel, and from 
then on it was a fast pursuit acruss 
the desert. 

Describing the great odds against 
them in the strongly fortified position, 
Churchill says, “For these reasons 
the Battle of Alamein will ever make 
a glorious page in British military 
annals. There is another reason why 
it will survive. It marked in fact the 
turning of ‘the Hinge of Fate.’ It may 
almost be said, ‘Before Alamein we 
never had a victory. After Alamein 
we never had a defeat.’” 

In the life of every victorious 
Christian there is a similar moment 
when the fruits of Calvary are appro- 
priated and a man passes out of 
death and into life. Before such a 
moment there is never a victory. After 
such a moment there need never be a 
defeat. And even when there are de- 
feats they are only temporary set- 
backs—moments of halting in order to 
regroup forces for further advance. 
Regeneration, for the one who be- 
comes the child of God, is the hinge 
of eternity. 


#44 The use of the term “uncon- 
ditional surrender” caused a great 
deal of discussion. Roosevelt used it 
at a press conference after the con- 
ference at Casablanca. Churchill and 
others got confused about how the 
idea had originated and many state- 
ments were made, even before Parlia- 
ment, that later study proved to be 
inaccurate. 

Churchill sets forth the true 
sequence of events and says, “It was 
only when I got home and searched 
my archives that I found the facts as 
they have been set out here. I am 
reminded of the professor who, in his 
declining hours, was asked by his 
devoted pupils for his final counsel. 
He replied, ‘Verify your quotations.’ ” 

There are two reflections we may 
make on this incident where even 
Jupiter nodded. We must be very 
tolerant with those who disagree with 
us and ever be ready to suspect our 
ewn interpretation of all matters 
which are not formally covered in 
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= ticles of the Church of England as 
staunch as the faith in parliamentary ne 
procedure. Mr. Churchill, in his heart, 
was not only a servant of the House 
of Commons, but a servant of Al- 
mighty God, to whom, in the deepest a 
moments, he never failed to pay \ \ 
reverence. 3 
EnpD 


Y SEPTEMBER 1953 














Mel Dibble 
Evangelist 


@ September 13 through 20 — First 
Baptist Church, Moberly, Missouri; Sep- 
tember 27 through October 4—First 
Baptist Church, Coral Gables, Florida. 
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my peace of mind... 






A REGULAR, 

DEPENDABLE INCOME 
FROM 

MOODY ANNUITIES.” 

—Miss M.B.M. 


Knowing that contentment and financial 
worries do not go hand in hand . . . that 
anxiety is almost certain to increase in later 
years, unless provision is made to assure a 
regular income for material needs . . . Miss 
M.B.M. is placing her money periodically in 
Moody Annuities. 

She is enjoying a dependable, semi-annual 
return from each annuity, plus the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that her money is being used 
to help train consecrated young lives for 
full-time Christian service. 
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LOVING IS NOT SIMPLE 
(Continued from page 9) 

is laid upon disciples. God the Re- 
deemer, long before He asked us for 
a thing, had fulfilled in action all that 
loving ever can involve. The Father 
knew deep pain. It came from the 
stab at his heart given by a rebel 
race. Come and stand within the 
shadows as we read the early chap- 
ters of Genesis; overhear the sob of 
God while we repeat the words: “And 
it repented the Lord that He had 
made man upon the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart.” 

If loving is a costly thing, God was 
prepared to love, God was prepared 
to give, God was prepared to toil and 
suffer, and never would God admit 
defeat. That, that alone explains 
Calvary, and that alone interprets to 
us the grief of the patient, wooing 
Spirit of God Who yearns over us 
with a passionate, jealous sense of 
possession that will not let us sleep 
on in complacent blindness to our 
hideous un-Christlikeness. 

Is the world likely to see real, gen- 
uine Christians who truly love one 
another? Yes, assuredly, for Christ 
has staked His reputation on that 
evidence and nothing else. “By this 
shall all men know ... if ye love one 
another.” 

One of our finest hymns starts with 
a line which we accept by faith, for 
in expressing it as praise we are at 
the same moment turning it into a 
prayer: 

“Jesus, Thine all-victorious love 

- Shed in my soul abroad; 

Then shall my heart no longer rove, 

Rooted and fixed in God.” 

It has to be an all-victorious love, 
if it is to tread down and quite expel 
the devilish things in us. But let 
Michael Faraday be an illustration of 
what God can do. 

The distinguished scientist was no 
less remarkable for his saintliness 
than for his science. Member of an 
obscure little sect, though sought after 
by the famous and the wealthy, Fara- 
day would slip away from companies 
of the learned in order to fulfill the 
duties of his eldership. Once after 
delivering a lecture in a company of 
the erudite and influential of the land, 
he was to be thanked publicly by no 
less a person than Victoria’s son, the 
Prince of Wales. That sparkling per- 
sonage was on his feet making the 
vote of thanks, and eyes were turned 
to search for Michael Faraday. These 
eyes sought Faraday in vain. The 
brilliant lecturer had slipped out of 
the gathering before the end, in order 
to climb the staircase to a little room 
in which lay an obscure and sick be- 
liever, one of the fold whom Christ 
counts dear. 





Humble and _ self-effacing man? 
Yes, Faraday was all of that. But 
more. The Queen invited him once to 
call on her at Windsor Castle—and 
with a royal personage, the invitation 
is expressed as a command. Michael 
Faraday went. The journey to Wind- 
sor inevitably meant absence for a 
Sunday from his own home town, and 
absence from that house of God be- 
loved by him. His fellow-elders in the 
sternness of their narrow creed repri- 
manded their brother for being absent 
“for an insufficient reason,” and he 
was subjected to a lengthy suspen- 
sion from his eldership. Outrageous, 
was it? So we may think. Faraday 
thought of the interests of the com- 
pany of believers as a whole. He ac- 
cepted the rebuke. He submitted 
meekly. Like Moses, he came close to 
God, and self had been subdued. 

_The things we count incredible are 
just the things that Christ will do. 
High as love’s requirements are, His 
all-victorious love will take us there. 
Father and Son and Spirit are re- 
solved on that. The many-sided, in- 
exhaustible, unchanging love of God 
has begun this good work in us, and 
God will see it through. Enp 








THE FARMER 
(Continued from page 6) 

notion of an end to be fulfilled, con- 
ceived first in a conscious mind, how 
can the purpose behind the seed be 
denied an origin in a similar mind? 
The illustration might be multiplied 
a millionfold. It is typical of Nature. 
A purpose surges through all creation, 
and human life is not exempt from it. 
Human life, however, is unique in 
this respect that it alone can rebel 
against the plan, and frustrate it. 

If it be asked in answer to that why 
God allows human rebellion against 
Him, why, in short, He allows evil at 
all, this may be said in reply. First, 
man was not worth creating as a mere 
machine without a wall. Secondly, 
evil itself, seen from some unimagin- 
able peak in Eternity will be seen to 
have played a part in a mighty 
scheme. Arising out of Satanic rebel- 
lion to baffle God it will end by en- 
hancing His glory. Lastly, evil is a 
fact. Gone are the days when it could 
be explained away. The face of our 
age has been too deftly rubbed in mis- 
ery for any sane man to deny the 
existence of evil, by whatever name 
he calls it. Therefore, we may fruit- 
fully take to heart the quaint remark 
of an old preacher named Josh Bil- 
lings: “If two men fall through a hole 
in the ice, they better busy them- 
selves with how they may get out 
than fall into an argument as to how 
they came to tumble in.” 


ETERNITY 





ir ar o 


a1 


a ae ee 


1oewnwt@oeoiti fu 


sS ¢ 











SOME PEOPLE SAY: 
“T must try to reduce. 
I am putting on weight.” 


TO US DAILY PEOPLE CRY: 

“T have nothing to give my children 
to eat.” OR: “My mother is going blind 
and needs an operation urgently. Help 
us.” Some tell us: “I am a widow with 
little orphans and nobody seems to 
care whether we live or perish.” 

Some people have heard the gospel 
over and over again. 

We witness to many Jewish people 
who have had no opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Messiah. 

Among these needy people is our la- 
bor of love—to aid them in their fight 
for survival, physical and spiritual. 

To many we are the arm of the 
Lord—extending food to the hungry, 
comfort to the despairing, and the 
Bread of Life to those perishing with- 
out Christ. 


| OUR FIELD? | 


From Israel to the United States and 
across the world— Western Europe— 
England—even behind the Iron Cur- 
tain — everywhere there are needy 
Jews. 
Help us in the grim battle of survival 
—help win souls for the Lord. 
$ 10.00—blesses a family with a food 
parcel 
20.00—provides for a child for 
about a month 
100.00—helps support a missionary 
for a month 
Every contribution, small or large, 
given prayerfully and lovingly may 
be a benediction to the recipient and 
a blessing to you. 















FREE: Read thrilling reports of Jewish 
evangelism in our magazine ISRAEL 
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The world has been badly soused 
in a most unpleasant pond. Christian- 
ity has a way out. No plan or purpose 
may be seen in the welter of tragedy 
about us. There is nevertheless a 
plan and purpose for each individual 
life, and it may be found in a life 
possessed of Christ, dedicated to Him, 
and upheld by Him. 

The farmer, like his modern coun- 
terparts, might have been led to such 
reflections had he watched nature in 
his fields. He might, too, have been 
led to think of the uncertainty of life. 
Flood, drought and blight make mock 
of the husbandman’s toil, and the man 
in the parable should have marked 
the lesson, and held his good fortune 
in a less self-confident and selfish 


—__— ee ____. 
OPENED HEARTS 


If a man love me, he will keep my 
words; and my father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. 

John 14: 23 

Nothing will plunge a man into 
deeper despair than to try to imitate 
Christ in his own strength. Instead of 
imitating Him we should open our 
hearts wide for Him to come in, and 
live His own life through us. Christ 
in us is the secret of a Christian life, 
and the hope of our salvation. 

The more you make of Jesus Christ, 
the more He will make of you. It will 
save you from many a temptation and 
a thousand snares, if the fact is clearly 
known that you acknowledge Christ as 
Lord, in all, things, and do His bid- 
ding, all the days, as He proceeds to 
make it known. Let us open the 
heart’s door for His coming in. 


R. A. Torrey 
——qWq@=ee 


grasp. Alone, godless, pitting human 


wits against the cruel chances of life, 
man is a pitiable creature. 

Indeed the more courageous non- 
Christians recognize the fact. “No 
heroism,” wrote Bertrand Russell 
once, “no intensity of thought or feel- 
ing can preserve a life beyond the 
grave; that all the labor of the ages, 
all the devotion, all the noon-day 
brightness of human genius are des- 
tined to extinction in the death of the 
solar system—all these things are so 
nearly certain that no philosophy 
which rejects them can hope to stand. 
Only on the firm foundation of un- 
yielding despair can the soul’s habita- 
tion henceforth be built.” Bertrand 
Russell was wrecked in 1950 in a 
fiord in Norway. The old man, seventy 
years of age but tough as a boy, swam 
valiantly ashore. 

Such a philosophy is nevertheless 
not worth swimming for. 

Such a universe does not make 


* sense. 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Caroline Ave., S.£. 

(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN Fe F CLOUGH, Pastor | 

Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 1S 
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THE TENT "EVANGEL 
FAIR GROUNDS, ~ —_ CHEW ~~ 
Allentown, Pa. M. Cressman, Director 
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June 28th to Labor Day, 1953 
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ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 South Chelsea Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKBLL, Pastor 


Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 8:00 P.M. 


In all things exalting Christ. 
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GALVESTON, TEXAS 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Church and 19th Sts., Galveston, Texas 
REV. GEORGE SCOTCHMER, Minister 

Sunday Services—10:50 a.m. Lae og 
Radio Broadcast—KGBC 1540 Kc—Sunday Morn- 
ings 11:00-12:00—Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.—Bible 
Lecture and Prayer 
“AN HISTORIC CHURCH PREACHING THE 
HISTORIC GOSPEL” 
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TH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient downtown location 
Open the year around 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Minister 
Internationally-known Bible Expositor, 
Radio Preacher and Author 
Editor, ETERNITY Magazine 
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5 TO HELP THE SICK 
There’s always a demand—at high pay— 
for those skilled in caring for the sick. 
You can learn in spare time to be a nurse’s 
aide, practical nurse or infant nurse. Men 
and women, 18-60. High school not required! Physi- 
cians endorse course; graduates get jobs quickly. Easy 
payments; earn as you learn. Trial plan. 54th year. 


CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Dept. 206, 41 East Pearson St., Chicago 11, 18. 
Please send me free booklet. and 16 sample 














The Christian Answer 


s ‘ The Christian’s answer to the riddle 
More Interest in Films for TV | ces. empnaticaiy, make sense 
Here it is in a few brief phrases: 
; | First, the Christian sees life as no 
aimless thing but created by God for 
an end and a purpose. Secondly, he 
sees that purpose quite obviously re- 
sisted by a power which makes for 
evil. That power, let the non-Chris- 
tian explain it as he will, is a fact of 
human experience, and a _ tyranny 
from which the soul craves emanci- 
pation. 

Thirdly, he sees in Christ a vision 
of what God intended life to be, and 
at the cross he sees fought out to vic- 
torious conclusion that conflict with 
evil in which he feels and knows him- 





» ee 60Philadelphia, Pa.—Following 
the recent showing on WCBS- 
TV in New York of Dr. Barn- 
house’s film entitled “Three 
Equals One,” there has been 
further evidence on the part of 
WCBS-TV and other TV sta- 
tions concerning the role of this 
evangelistic film ministry as a 
public service. Two other films 
by Dr. Barnhouse are being of- 
fered for TV use. 


Dr. Barnhouse in a scene 
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from one of the films 


Church Services, Bible 
Studies, Available On Tape 


For churches without a regular 
pastor, for emergency supply, 
for shut-ins, study groups and 
others, complete hour-long 
worship services are recorded 
on tape.* Organ music, con- 
gregational singing, Scripture 
reading, and challenging mes- 
sage by an outstanding 
preacher are part of each 
service. Everything needed to 
establish a full-fledged wor- 
ship service is available at 
extremely low cost, including 
tape-playing machine and 
printed copies of Orders of 
Service. 
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Half-hour, expository Bible 6 
studies, by Dr. Barnhouse, the 6 
Rev. Ralph Keiper and others, 
also are available. e 


*Message only alse available. 


Audio-Visual Division 


THE EVANGELICAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send me complete information about: 


( Portable Church Services 
0 Evangelical Films 
( Tape recording, duplication, etc. 


OGnusual Films 


Three Equals One is a fifteen- 
minute film, demonstrating 
how God can co-exist in three 
persons — Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

Why Christ Had to Die, also 
a fifteen-minute film, shows 
clearly how God's justice, 
love, and holiness are satis- 
fied on Calvary’s cross. 


Geography of Salvation is 
based on the scenic splendor 
of California to show that 
man’s financial, social, and 
educational position has no 
effect whatsoever on his sal- 
vation. 


All three films, produced by 
a Christian-dedicated com- 
pany—Great Commission 
Films, Inc.—are in glorious 
color, and are available for 
showing on a free-will offer- 
ing basis. 


Tape recording, 
duplication, editing, 
and other services 
are available to you 
at low cost, using 
the best professional 
equipment in the 
hands of a skilled 
engineer. 








(Please print) 














self engaged. Christ defeated evil, and 
in the face of such a miracle all that 
the New Testament says of Christ 
and all the Gospel claims for Him as 
sin-bearer and Saviour become sig- 
nificant and credible. 

It only remains for me to beg you 
to put that truth to the test of per- 
sonal experience by an act of self- 
surrender and faith. How? There are 
truths which should be experienced 
before they can be reduced to speech, 
but in the testimony of a multitude, 
faith, thus directed, works. Old Spur- 
geon spoke for them all when he once 
said: “I bear witness that never ser- 
vant had such a Master as I have, 
never brother such a kinsman as he 
has been to my soul, never sinner 
better saviour, never soldier better 
captain, never mourner better com- 
forter than Christ has been to me. I 
want none beside Him. I know that 
He raised me up from out the pit of 
dark despair, and put my feet upon 
a rock.” 

So the Christian deals with the des- 
pair which Russell would make “un- 
yielding,” and a “habitation” for the 
soul. 

May I remind you in conclusion of 
one verse of Scripture. Paul, you may 
remember was in prison at Philippi 
when an earthquake shook the build- 
ing. The chains fell from the loosened 
stones. and the gates swung open, and 
the keeper of the prison awaking out 
of his sleep and seeing the prison 
doors open drew out his sword and 
would have killed himself supposing 
that the prisoners had fled. But Paul 
cried with a loud voice saying, Do 
thyself no harm for we are all here. 
Then he called for a light and sprang 
in and came trembling and fell down 
before Paul and Silas and brought 
them out and said, Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved? And they said, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved. The answer is 
still valid. ENp 
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Battleground in Asia... 
Evangelist Billy Graham 
preaches to UN troops along 
the 38th parallel and 
ministers to Korean refugees. 
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BOB PIERCE, correspondent, 
pioneer missionary reporter 
and cameraman. 
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Helpful 
Bible 
Published 


E Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: “The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 

The New. Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain —_- Bible for several years in my study 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller:*“I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, ,this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses ~ sl all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
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Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


The Outline § od of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
History with porary Secular History. 

he Analysis of the Bible cea Whole. 
The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 
The Numerica! and Chain Reference Systems. 

Analysis of the ee Bible Charaeters. 
trast between the Old and New Testaments. 
0. The Topical Treasury. New baa for Prayer Meet- 
Men's Meetings, Women a issionary Meet- 
, Young People's Meetings, 
li. Spectal Bible Readingef for Saatests devotions and pub- 
fic services. New and different subjects. 
12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
> Special Portraits of Jesus. 
of the Messianic Stars. 
5. Chart showing cause ae * oo Gaativity. 

ie. Chart of - ‘emple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Moun 

17. Chart of Jesus? Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


Prominent Bible Characters Classified, , ane the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hedrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, etc., with meaning of their names given. 
20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 
21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 
— names and places. 
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


. Chart Showing Seven ag of Divine Law. 
. Graph of the Prodiga! So: 
. Bible Mnemonics, or a to memorize. 
and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
justration of the River of Inspiration. 
Explaining best methods_of marking 


si 


2. 
lical 
3. 
4 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
1 


a 





Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 
31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 2467 : and sub-topics. Three 
as many as in any other Bi 
32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


believe it is the very best on the one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


im to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
fe, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc. 
33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered og = 
34. Bible Stories for Chi A list of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bible itself. 
Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 
in Chronological 
36. Parables of the ¢ Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, oan those given in Three. 
37. Titles and : - owgammamaes of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the ty ae anne of Satan. 


oq te omy 7 
2 A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 
= Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 


al Ord 

ay List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44 of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where events are given. 

48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well-known paintings. 

50. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


che. 
51. An Outline History of the E tic and Missi 
Work of the Early Church. —— oad 
52. The prophesies Coneerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
arranged Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in fu 


53. Map Showing A Agsoeinate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical 

54. Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusa. 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the a of the Children 
of — from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 

mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE Co. 


DEPT. E-3711 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


K. OF P. BUILDING 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


AgentsWanted 








B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE Co. 
Dept. E-399, K. of P. Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day;” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


o one your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name. 





Address 


City. 








ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Sireet, Philadelphia, Pa. return and forwarding postage guaranteed. 








